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FOREWORD

One of the first functions of the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) was to
administer a statewide vehicle registration program. That function began in 1917, just
months after state lawmakers had created what was then known as the Highway Department.
The money collected from registration fees started the Texas “highway user fee” concept,
whereby vehicles using the roads paid for the roads. The resulting fund was to be used for
building state roads to facilitate both public and commercial motor vehicle travel.

In 1997, TxDOT and the Vehicle Titles and Registration Division (VTR) observed their 80®
anniversary. We are proud to have played such a responsible role in the development of one
of the nation’s premier transportation agencies. The responsibilities and procedures we use
to do our business have changed dramatically during the past eight decades, but our
commitment to customer service remains a cornerstone of our operations.

Today, the Vehicle Titles and Registration Division registers more than 15 million vehicles
annually — a marked increase from the 194,720 vehicles that were registered in 1917. Most
of the transactions are processed through the 254 county tax assessor-collectors, who have
been our statutory agents and our key partners in the vehicle title and registration business
for almost all of the past 80 years. The titling and registration process now collects
$3 billion in revenue annually. The counties have a direct link to our office using the newly-
implemented $40 million Registration and Title System, which allows for point-of-sale
data entry. The result is an updated registration record within 48 hours of a transaction; this
automation system also enables the department to issue a motor vehicle title within five
days of receiving the application.

There are other strong partnerships that have developed through the course of our 80-year
existence. Our department is a very active member of the American Association of Motor
Vehicle Administrators (AAMVA), a nonprofit educational organization that is responsible
for coordinating many of the international standards that exist in our business today. We
work closely with the Texas Department of Public Safety and other law enforcement agencies
to ensure optimum license plate legibility. We also work with vehicle dealer associations,
other agencies, related industries, and foreign governments. Our mission at all levels is to
“provide accurate, efficient, and effective vehicle registration and title services.”

This book is a comprehensive look at our most noticeable product — license plates. The
Texas Department of Criminal Justice, another one of our close partners, has produced most
of our license plates and registration indicia during the past 80 years. License plates continue
to serve the same primary purpose in Texas — to identify motor vehicles for law enforcement
purposes. But their appearance has changed greatly over the years. These days you will
find specialty plates that are personalized, have unique designs, are used to raise funds for
causes as specified by legislation, and identify various organizations. With the wide variety
of designs and categories, collecting license plates has become a hobby for many.

We hope you enjoy this book as an useful and historical publication.

Jerry L. Dike
Director
Vehicle Titles and Registration Division
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Evolution of Today’s

Current System
We’ve Come a Long Way

Today, license plates are still issued to register “horseless carriages,” those self-
propelled “monsters” of the roadways. But now, there’s over 15 million of them!
We have come a long way in eighty years. The methods are different but the
madness is still the same! Stay tuned, the next eighty years promise to be as
exciting and eventful as the first eighty years!

EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW ABOUT THE HISTORY
OF TEXAS LICENSE PLATES
..AND THEN SOME!

Today. Just Like Yesterday...

In the early days, license plates were issued to register “horseless carriages.”
Registration fees were collected to help fund desperately needed highway
improvements. In the name of progress, quiet country lanes and dusty cattle paths
were transformed into modern thoroughfares to accommodate the increase in motor
vehicle travel. Today, just like yesterday, Texas license plates serve two basic
purposes. The plates identify the vehicle and the owner, and provide proof that the
owner has paid registration fees for the privilege of using the State’s roadways.
The plates are designed so that they are visible during day or night. They also
provide valuable assistance to law enforcement authorities in the recovery of stolen
vehicles. The major portion of all motor vehicle registration fees collected today
are designated for building and maintaining Texas highways.

The First Ones

Records reveal that the idea of requiring an automobile to display its own individual
insignia originated in the state of New York in 1901. At that time, the owners of the
954 vehicles in that state were required to, “place the separate initials of the owner’s
name upon the back thereof in a conspicuous place.” Some persons painted their
initials and numbers on the body of the vehicle or on the headlamps. Others painted
such information on a piece of wood or metal and fastened it to the vehicle “in a
conspicuous place,” which eventually evolved into our present-day license plate.
When we refer to license plates as “tags,” we are using a term which probably
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originated in Michigan about 1905 where vehicle owners received their registration
numbers stamped on small aluminum disks about the size of a silver dollar.

The first Texas automobile license plate issued during the Summer of 1907 was not
actually issued for a private car but for a motor bus owned by W.B. Chenoweth of
Colorado City. Mr. Chenoweth owned two buses, which were six cylinder, chain
driven, 14 passenger stagecoaches. The license allowed the stage to operate a 28
mile route from Colorado City to Snyder, now known as the first intercity bus line
in Texas. The operation was a success, but soon after, Snyder residents decided to
ban the vehicles from their town. Many people objected to the self-propelled
“monsters” which frightened horses and children. Mr. Chenoweth was forced to
move to Big Spring, where he formed a bus route between Big Spring and Lamesa.
Apparently, his idea was ahead of his time, for Mr. Chenoweth was penniless at the
time of his death. So much for the early days of mass transit!

Our Authority

On April 4, 1917, the 35th Texas Legislature approved House Bill No. 2, which
established a State Highway Department. Enumerated among the department’s
responsibilities was the requirement that, “on and after the first day of July, 1917,
and annually thereafter on and after the first day of January, every owner of one or
more motorcycles or motor vehicles in this State, shall file in the office of the State
Highway Department, on a blank provided by the Department, application for
registration for each motorcycle or motor vehicle owned or controlled by him.”

Today, our authority continues through state registration laws which are occasionally
modified during legislative sessions. Chapter 502 of the Texas Transportation Code
provides the authority and the direction under which the department currently
administers registration laws. When reviewing this chapter, you’ll note there are
many facets of vehicle registration laws and not all are addressed in this history.

The information in this book is meant to be informative and touch briefly on all
topics of interest regarding Texas License Plates but it is by no means meant to
replace legal text, published rules, and/or policies of the department. To understand
specific laws regarding license plates, one should consult the actual legal publications
or a legal advisor.

We hope you enjoy this information as much as we have enjoyed publishing it.
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Pre-State Issued
Plates - 1919

Counties in Texas began registration of vehicles owned by residents of their
respective counties in 1907. This authority was granted by the 30th Texas Legislature
in Special Session. The bill was approved April 15, 1907 and became effective
August 10th of the same year. Of interesting note, this bill had originally been
presented and subsequently failed during the Regular Session of the 30th Legislative
Session. The law required, “All owners of automobiles or motor vehicles shall
before using such vehicles or machines upon the public roads, streets or driveways,
register with the county clerk of the county in which he resides, his name, which
name shall be registered by the county clerk in consecutive order in a book to be
kept for that purpose, and shall be numbered in the order of their registration, and it
shall be the duty of such owner or owners to display in a conspicuous place on said
machine the number so registered, which number shall be in figures not less than
six inches in height. The county clerk shall be paid by such owners a fee of fifty
cents for each machine registered.”

Mr. R. K. Wimberley, in his publication, The History of Automobile Registration in
Texas published in 1959, further explains, “The license plate stipulation was very

simple in that only one plate was
required and no date was affixed.
One simply had to go to the saddle
or blacksmith shop and have the
license plate made. Some people
made them themselves. Iron frames
covered with leather were fast
coming into use in the larger cities
so that some Northern firms began
to retain these blanks in various stores
throughout the country. Numbers made of aluminum of a rather large size (probably
apartment numbers) were attached to the leather by spread-type cotter pins. This
was the earliest type of license plate in use and was used from 1907 through 1916.
Some of the early ceramic plates were manufactured by the Stafford Illuminated
Auto Lamp and Number Company of Chicago and the Gopher Stamp and Die
Company of St. Paul, Minnesota, also furnished some of the early plates.”

The Texas Parade magazine (February, 1942 issue) stated in an article, “Crude
homemade plates were common in those days, if one can depend on the memory of
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the old-timers. There were wooden plates (roof shingles were popular) with hand
painted letters. A more expensive plate had individual porcelain letters to be inserted
on a heavy steel frame. Also popular were large leather plates with tin numerals
bradded on.” The use of leather plates in 1913 is substantiated in an article in the
Ft. Worth Star Telegram, February, 1966, by Mr. Luther Roberts (Luther Roberts,
6616 Normandy Drive, Ft. Worth, Texas) who said, “It [leather license plate] was
issued in 1913 to my wife’s father...who used it on a 1913 Model T Ford. It was
made from a piece of raw leather with tin numerals bradded to it.”

Officials weren’t very fussy about drivers licenses in those days either. In most
areas, when you registered your vehicle, you also received a drivers license.

As the number of automobile owners steadily increased in the early 1900s, cities
joined in to regulate vehicle registration. A Fort Worth city ordinance dating back
to June 6, 1908 read, “All car owners must register their car with the city secretary
and receive a license number, which number must be attached to the rear of the car
in figures at least six inches in height.”

A Kerrville auto dealer, Lee Mason, even went as far as to issue a brochure in 1916,
advising prospective buyers, “Remember you can’t sell your license number when
you buy a new car. Get a new license number, they cost 40 cents.” The pamphlet
also included accepted rules of the road such as, “Keep to the right; don’t cut corners
but circle all the way; use your horn; when you see a broken bottle in the road, stop
and pick up the pieces.” Later, the Texas Legislature invalidated city ordinances so
that only the state system prevailed.

The first official Texas license plates, manufactured by the Adams Stamp and
Stationery Company of St. Louis, Missouri, were made of sheet iron with white
numbers on a dark blue background. Twenty railroad cars were required to bring
the 300,000 plates to Austin. This license plate design was used from 1917 through
1922 which depicted a vertically placed “TEX” abbreviation on the right end of the
license plate.

Each year’s issuance of these plates required a different validation seal. The
validation seal displayed on the radiator, bore the words “Registered Motor Vehicle,
Texas” with the year of issuance shown and for obvious reasons became known as
radiator seals. Radiator seals, beginning in 1917 and continuing to 1919 carried the
Lone Star emblem. This emblem separated each of the letters of the word “TEXAS”
in a circular pattern. The Lone Star emblem would be used almost continually on
license plates in order to separate numbers and alpha characters where desired. The
contract to furnish the 160,000 distinguishing seals was awarded to the Stafford
Automobile Lamp and Number Company of Dallas. The department paid 39 cents
for each plate and three cents for each seal. By the end of 1917, the department had
registered 194,720 motor vehicles.

In 1917, the State Highway Department also became responsible for the issuance
of the “Chauffeur” license that applied to “any person whose business or occupation
is that he operates a motor vehicle for compensation, wages, or hire.” For a license
fee of $3, the department issued a metal badge to be worn at all times while operating
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a motor vehicle or conducting related business. This may be the origin of the metal
badge seen today on the caps of some truck drivers and bus drivers.

House Bill 2, which created the Highway Department, also created the first motor
vehicle dealer’s license, ““...which may be attached to any motor vehicle or motorcycle
he sends temporarily upon the road.” The annual fee was set at $15, and up to five
additional dealer plates could be obtained for a fee of $5.

The County Tax Assessor-Collectors became the official agents for the department
in 1918 and began collecting all motor vehicle, motorcycle, dealer, and chauffeur
registration and license fees. The registration fee from 1917 until 1923 was $3 for
each motorcycle and 35 cents per horsepower of the vehicle, with a minimum fee
of $7.50. The fees were deposited in the State Highway Fund for the purpose of
building and maintaining highways. The counties retained 50% of the collection
and the Highway Department received 50%. By the close of 1920, only three short
years after the Texas Highway Department was created, 446,923 motor vehicles
were registered in Texas.

During the same year that county tax assessor-collectors became the department’s
agents, shipments of license plates had arrived at the newly constructed Land Office
Building which housed the State Highway Department at that time. The license
plates were then laid out and sorted in the hallways for shipment to the counties.
License plates could not be sent to some counties because a few of the counties
were unorganized territories with no county officials. In fact, in 1918 there were
only 249 counties in Texas compared to 254 counties today. Residents of the newly
created counties had to travel to adjoining counties to purchase their plates.
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1920 - 1929

In the Highway Commission’s Second Biennial Report, dated January 1921, the
Registration Division’s responsibilities consisted of auditing registration receipts,
(which were written from ledger books in the county) as well as reports from the
Tax Collectors, typing and proofing receipts, classifying, filing and maintaining
records. A special note stated that, “Attention is invited to the importance and
usefulness of this identification system of records and the service which it renders
in tracing stolen cars. The Department has been instrumental in the past two years
of assisting in the recovery of about 200 stolen cars.” It’s safe to say that history
really seems to repeat itself. The times have changed, but the responsibilities have
not.

In 1920, it was necessary to replenish the supply of license plates for issuance to the
new registrants, so the department began to issue a slightly shorter size plate. The
American License Plate Collector’s Association (ALPCA) found this decrease in
the size of the license plates to have, “occurred somewhere between plate number
405058 and plate number 417833.” Also brought to light in the April 1990 ALPCA
newsletter is that the longer plate, “reappeared somewhere between number 525531
and 547029.” (pg. 41)

The Texas Legislature called for the re-registration of all motor vehicles so that
accurate record keeping could begin. 1923 saw new regular license plates issued
in pairs and were distinguishable by the word “Texas” on each end of the plate. The
increase in registrations for 1923 over 1922 was 164,214. A large amount of this
increase was attributed to the fact that all previously issued plates were declared
void and new plates were issued.

In June of 1923, the registration fee was reduced by the Legislature to 17-1/2 cents
per horsepower. A graduated weight fee was placed on all vehicles. The county
retained the entire horsepower fee, and the state received the graduated weight
fees, together with the miscellaneous transfer fees and chauffeur licenses which
were deposited in the State Highway Fund. Additionally, for the first time in 1923,
each vehicle was required to display two license plates. Consequently with the new
license plate distribution of 1923 there were no seals issued for that year. The 1923
license plate was validated by a rectangular radiator seal for the year 1924.

The year 1925 brought in the first regular Texas license plate bearing the year of
issuance. The embossing of the issuance year on license plates would continue
well into the future of license plate manufacturing.
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The department soon found that by changing the color and date of license plates
each year, one could easily identify a car that was currently registered. The plates
were used as valuable tools in recovering stolen cars. Additionally, the department
began assigning distinguishing numbers and color combinations for the different
vehicle classifications, as well. It’s hard to imagine the rainbow of colors used
through the years for different license plate combinations. Green, yellow, purple,
gold, orange, blue and carmine were only a few from the wide array of colors. At
one time, even the colors of major universities were used.

Beginning January 1, 1928, the counties were awarded 30% of the weight fees
collected, in addition to the horsepower fees. The maximum amount allowed any
county as its portion of weight fees was $50,000. The Highway Department received
the remaining 70% of the weight fees together with the transfer fees and chauffeur
fees.

With the enactment of additional legislation, 1928, 1929 and 1930 license plates
were manufactured in pairs with one plate bearing the word “Front” and the other
plate bearing the word “Rear.”

According to Western Union messages between the Highway Department and the
Kittle Manufacturing Company (contractor for the manufacturing of license plates
for 1928), emergency receipt of license plates caused part of a 1928 shipment of
license plates to arrive at the Port of Houston from Los Angeles, via the Panama
Canal, on the S.S. Edgar F. Luckenbach. The plates were then sent to Austin on the
Southern Pacific Railroad where the license plates were unloaded from the train
and taken to the Land Office Building.

In addition, license plates for commercial vehicles were first issued in 1925. The
41st Texas Legislature provided the department with the authority to manufacture
and issue commercial plates in 1929. Truck plates for 1928 were stamped with the
tonnage of the vehicle to which the plates were issued. The practice of stamping
the tonnage on commercial vehicle license plates was discontinued the following
registration year due to the confusion with the numbering system across each
classification. Stamping the tonnage on commercial license plates made the accurate
identification of many commercial vehicles extremely difficult, if the tonnage
embossed on the plate was not copied along with the plate number. These plates
were once again embossed with “C-M” to denote a “Commercial Vehicle.”

Prior to the establishment of plate manufacturing facilities at the Huntsville Prison
Tag Plant, the Texas license plates were purchased on the open market from the
lowest bidder. At one time, plates were furnished by companies in Missouri,
Minnesota, and California.
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1930 - 1939

Contract specifications for 1930 passenger license plates called for the front plate
dimensions to be 5" X 14" as well as 5" X 15". The plates sized 5" X 14" were to be
for plates numbered 1 to 999,999 and for plates sized 5" X 15" were to be for plates
numbered 1,000,000 to 1,300,000. These plates would continue to bear the words
“Front” and “Rear.”

The first license plates produced in Texas that included both numerical and alpha
characters appeared in 1931. The letters had no particular significance, that is,
certain letters were not assigned to certain counties. Several different single-letter
prefixes were used in 1931 with the letter “A” representing 100,000, “B” for 200,000
and so forth with the numbering system gradually settling down in later years to the
use of “A” for 1,000,000 and “F” for 1,100,000. Whereas the specifications in the
beginning of the decade called for the above mentioned sizes, 1932 plates would be
reduced in size. The 1932 contract called for dimensions of 5" X 13" for license
plates.

In 1933, the Texas Legislature passed a law authorizing the Texas Prison System in
Huntsville to manufacture our license plates. The acquisition and installation of
the manufacturing equipment began and the first state manufactured license plates
were issued in 1935. That year, Texas ranked sixth in the nation for the total number
of vehicle registrations. Pictured on the facing page are some archival photos of
Texas prison inmates making plates to be issued to Texas motorists. This series
was taken at the Huntsville License Plate Plant in 1963. While three decades span
the time of license plate manufacture implementation in Huntsville and the date
these photos were taken, one is given an idea of the process.

The “Depression” contributed to changing the yearly registration period. Until
then, the registration year was based on the calendar year from January 1 through
December 31. The Legislature realized that due to financial hardships people were
not able to meet the December 31 deadline, so the purchase deadline was extended
to April 1, 1933. Citizens were still suffering financial difficulties in 1934 so the
Texas Legislature responded once again and passed a law declaring that if a person
purchased 1934 license plates by April 1, 1934, a penalty would not be charged and
the license plates would not expire until March 31, 1935. The term “Motor Vehicle
Registration Year” was defined in the law at this time, officially beginning the April
1 through March 31 registration year. This would remain in effect for over forty
years until staggered registration was implemented in 1978.
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To honor the 100th birthday of Texas, 1936 license plates were manufactured
displaying the word “CENTENNIAL.” The centennial plate was dark blue-on-
cream with the abbreviation “TEX” separating the alpha/numerals on the plate in
the place of the embossed “Lone Star” that had originally appeared. Across the
bottom portion of the plate the registration year and the word “Centennial” appears.

F99:001]

19 _CENTENNIAL 36

“State Official” License Plates first appeared in 1939. The governor of Texas
received SO1, the lieutenant governor received SO2, and so on through the elected
officials. That same year, Texas registered 1,702,507 passenger and commercial
vehicles. In addition, license plates were redesigned with turned edges to make the
plate more rigid which helped to prevent warping. And believe it or not, another
main reason for the new design was to eliminate the danger of cutting your hands
while washing a vehicle.
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Texas License Plates \
of the 1930s
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1936

F99,001

19 CENTENNIAL 36

Passenger Plate

Mrorbiu.‘ Plate

Deafer Plate

1937

Passenger Plate

Farm Truck Plate

1938

_TEXAS-1338

18:643

FPassenger Plate

97116 |

_XAS-ISSB

Commercial Vehicle Plate

- Trailer Plate o

Commercial Vehicle Plate
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Commercia

! Veicie Plate

Commercial Vehicle Plate Farm Truck Plate

-

24

The History of Texas License Plate — 80th Anniversary Edition



4 Texas License Plates I
\_ of the 1930s )

Not Pictured:

1930
Front Motor Bus
Dealer
Rear Commercial Vehicle
Front Passenger
Tractor / Trailer
Motorcycle

1931
Dealer
Motor Bus
Motorcycle
Motor Freight
RR Commission

1932
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Side Car
Tractor / Trailer
Dealer
Bus

1933
RR Commission Contract Carrier
Dealer
Exempt
Motorcycle

1934
Motorcycle
Common Carrier RR Commission
RR Commission Contract Carrier
Dealer
Exempt
Farm

1935
Common Carrier RR Commission
Dealer
Exempt
Motor Bus
Motorcycle
Trailer

1936
Common Carrier RR Commission
Trailer
Exempt
Farm
Motorcycle

1937
Common Carrier RR Commission
Motorcycle Side Car
Dealer
Bus
Exempt
Exempt Motorcycle
Motorcycle
Commercial

1938
State Official
Exempt
Motorcycle Plate
Trailer
Dealer
Motor Bus

Exempt Motorcycle
Motorcycle Side Car

1939
State Official
Dealer
Motorbus
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Side Car
Exempt “HX”
HX=Highway Dept. Exempt
Exempt “SX”
SX=State Agencies Exempt
Exempt “X”
X=0Other Exempt
Exempt Motorcycle
“X” License Plate

\

-
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1940 - 1949

With the dawning of America’s entry into World War II, the public felt the effects of
the metal shortage. The department solicited other means of manufacturing license
plates, unsuccessfully. Among consideration by administrators was alternate forms
for vehicle registration validation other than using steel for license plates. One
such consideration was the production of a soybean based license plate but was
abandoned because cattle kept eating the plates! Because of the metal shortage,
officials in Washington imposed restrictions on the amount of metal that each state
could use for the registration of vehicles. The War Production Board restricted the
production of license plates not to exceed 4" square [steel material].

To address these imposed restrictions, the department actively worked on alternatives
to validate registration as well as community efforts that would ease the burden of
the metal shortage.

One such community effort coordinated by the Highway Department through the
Registration Division, was to collect 1941 license plates. The American Association
of Motor Vehicles (AAMVA) during 1942 issued a call to Motor Vehicle
Administrators to assist in the war effort by collecting expired 1941 license plates
when the 1942 plates were issued to owners. After careful review and consideration
of statute requirements, the department orchestrated the following press release
that was issued by then, Governor Coke Stevenson:

“....announced today that the Texas Highway Department has delivered
motor vehicle license plates for 1942 and these plates will be available at
the office of each County Tax Collector on February 1, 1942. They may be
legally placed on vehicles previously registered in Texas on March 1st with
April 1st as the last day upon which plates may be purchased without penalty.

The Governor has received many letters from public spirited and defense
minded citizens suggesting that all motorists turn in their 1941 plates as
scrap steel to be reclaimed for National Defense. In many localities the
Boy Scouts, Veterans of Foreign Wars and Salvation Army have been
recommended as possible collection agencies.

Governor Stevenson heartily endorses collection of 1941 license plates as
a contribution to National Defense. He believes that with properly marked
receptacles located at filling stations, garages, Tax Collectors’ offices, etc.
a majority of 1941 plates would be turned in. Federal Authorities have
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stated that scrap metals should be sold to scrap metal and junk dealers as
the most direct method of reclaiming metal, and should collection be made
by the Highway Department all money received from the sale of scrap
metals must under the Texas statutes, be deposited in the State Treasury
and would not be available for National Defense. The Governor, therefore,
suggest that in every city and town in Texas a collection of 1941 plates be
undertaken by the above or other interested agencies in order that all revenue
received from the sale of 1941 plates may be devoted to National Defense.”

This press release truly expressed the commitment and support of the department
during the war effort at a time when all were being called upon to contribute in
various ways.

Another alternative to production of full size license plates included the development
of a windshield validation sticker for 1943 registration. The owner of the vehicle
would keep their 1942 license plates and be issued a windshield validation sticker
to prove that they had paid registration fees for 1943. Below is a picture of the
windshield sticker that was developed but would never be used due to circumstances
beyond the control of the department.

) v A

g 0 !q
J
v
1Haa

Instead of the windshield validation sticker, smaller versions of metal license plates
(small metal tabs) were designed to validate registration. Therefore, 1942 license
plates were to remain on vehicles for 1943 and 1944 registration and were validated
with the small metal tabs. The tabs were numbered and issued to the counties in
numerical sequence and had two letters followed by two to four numeric figures.
The size of the small metal tabs were 1" X 4" rectangular for 1943 and 2" X 2"
square for 1944. The legend was to be gold and the background black. The metal
tab was then placed in the lower right bolt hole of the 1942 license plate. With the
1943 registration year ending in March 1944, the department saw an actual decrease
in the number of registered vehicles compared to the previous years.

Beginning in 1943, the rectangular metal tabs appeared with the two letter prefix
being “stacked” to the left of the numbers. This style of stacked letter prefixes on
the 1943 metal tabs and subsequent license plates would continue until the first half
of 1955 when the letters were “unstacked” and appeared horizontally across the
plate prefixing the numbers.
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All decisions affecting the operations of the Registration Division surely were made
considering the war and the times that administrators found themselves in, when
conducting business. This is evident by the following excerpt taken from a March
17, 1942 memorandum from Mr. E. J. Amey, (who in 1945 became Director of the
Motor Vehicle Division) to Mr. D. C. Greer, State Highway Engineer of the
Department, when discussing the purchase of enamel for license plates. This
statement from Mr. Amey epitomized business situations across the state. He stated,
“I recommend...we utilize the paint [enamel] now on hand...and lastly, we are at
war and lucky to have any enamel at all.”

Although the manufacture of new automobiles had been suspended since early 1942
and vehicle registration had decreased in 1943-44, the traffic volume on Texas
highways soared during the first year after the close of the war. With their
involvement and support of the war effort, people began to migrate to different
areas of the country. By January of 1945, under the provisions of Senate Bill 43,
Texas had entered into motor vehicle reciprocity agreements involving nonresident
privileges with 30 other states. Out of state vehicles were afforded privileges when
traveling in Texas similar to those afforded to Texas vehicles traveling in other
states.

In 1945 and 1946, the nation was recovering from the war, but metal was still in
short supply. Registered vehicles sported new Texas license plates, but the plates
were not issued in pairs. Only one plate was issued per vehicle and was attached to
the rear of the vehicle. Members of law enforcement agencies soon determined
approaching vehicles displaying only a rear plate were very difficult to identify. In
1947, due to a delivery hitch, there was yet another shortage of license plates. So,
windshield stickers were issued to validate the payment of registration fees. The
windshield stickers were temporary and expired on July 15, 1947. Registrants
were required to return to their courthouses to pick up new metal plates. Law
enforcement officers throughout the state expressed relief as the license plates were
again issued in sets.

As a side note, on June 30, 1941 the first Certificate of Title was issued by the
department as Certificate No. 1, to Fred Powell of Beaumont, Jefferson County, on
a 1939 Packard Coupe, License Number 746-163.
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/" Texas License Plates I
4 \_ of the 1940s ) N

"9 TEXAS 40

1940 052[”

“;’asseng;:r Plate Trailer Plate

Farm Truck Plate . Farm mk Plate

1941

Tmii’r are"

Commercial Vehicle Plate

1942

Commercial Plate
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/" Texas License Plates I
4 \_ of the 1940s ) N

1942

Continued

1943

License Plate Tab
(Affixed to lower right bolt-hole
of the 1942 plate)

License Plate Tab
(Affixed to the lower right bolt-hole
of the 1942 plate)

|

1943
[1944}
=]

Fassenger Plate (sample)

State Ocr’ai’ -‘:e Trailer Plate

‘T; P)‘ar
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4 Texas License Plates I

@ \_ of the 1940s J SN
TEXAS TEXAS - 46 =

TRAILER_

£716

TEXAS-47 -

x UUU E993U

TRUCK TRAI:

EEIB3

TEXAS-47 )

{7 TEXAS - 48m |

R9745f
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4 Texas License Plates I

of the 1940s

%

Not Pictured:

\

1940 1945 1948
State official Exempt “HX” State Official
Commercial Exempt “SX” Farm Truck Tractor
Dealer Commercial Vehicle Bus
Bus Dealer City Bus
Motorcycle Side Car Bus Trailer
Motorcycle In Transit Tractor
Exempt “X” Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt “HX” Motorcycle Side Car In Transit
Exempt “SX” Exempt “X” Exempt “XC”
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Exempt Motorcycle “X” Exempt “XD”
In Transit Exempt “XF”
1946 Truck Tractor
1941 Truck House Trailer
State Official Farm Truck Motorcycle
1941 Dealer Bus Motorcycle Side Car
Bus Tractor Exempt Motorcycle
In Transit Dealer Motorcycle Dealer
Motorcycle State Official Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Motorcycle Side Car Exempt “XS” State Agency Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Exempt “XC”
Exempt “HX” Exempt “XD” 1949
Exempt “SX” Exempt “XF” State Official
Exempt “X” Motorcycle Dealer Bus
In Transit Tractor
1942 Motorcycle Dealer
State Official Motorcycle Side Car In Transit
In Transit Motorcycle Exempt “X” Motorcycle
Motorcycle Exempt “XH” Hwy. Dept. Plate Motorcycle Side Car
Motorcycle Side Car Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Exempt Motorcycle “XMC” 1947 Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt “HX” Tractor Exempt Hwy Dept. “XH”
Exempt “SX” Dealer Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt “X” In Transit Exempt “XC”
Motorcycle Exempt “XD”
1943 Motorcycle Side Car Exempt XF”
Exempt Motorcycle Tab Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Farm Tab Motorcycle Dealer
Dealer Tab “DR” Exempt Hwy Dept. “XH”
Motorcycle Tab Exempt State Agency
State Official
1944
Farm Tab
Dealer Tab “DR”
Motorcycle Tab
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1950 - 1959

The Department goes Hollywood!
In 1953 and 1954 with the help of Warner Bros’ new silver screen starlets, the

department promoted the 1953 and 1954 Texas license plates to the citizens of
Texas. Pictured to the left is Ms. Phyllis Kirk

from Warner Bros’ holding a 1953 Texas
License plate. According to records, Ms.
Kirk appeared as Randolph Scott’s leading
lady in Warner Bros’ production of “Thunder
Over the Plains”.

Featured in the following shot is Ms. Lucy
McAleer holding an oversized version of
the 1954 license plate. Ms. McAleer
debuted in the Warner Bros’ production of
“A Star is Born” that starred Judy Garland.

The Texas Legislature enacted safety
responsibility legislation in 1951
requiring motor vehicle owners and
operators to carry liability insurance.
If an accident occurred and the
owner or operator could not provide
proof of financial responsibility, the
Department of Public Safety was
required to suspend the registration
of all the vehicles registered in the
name of the offending party. Since
the Highway Department was
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responsible for Texas motor vehicle registration records, a method of retrieving the
records was developed to assist the Department of Public Safety in administering
this law.

The Remington Rand Soundex Code System, a popular system used in several
other states, was used to manually code the names of registrants. This intricate
coding system continued for about two years. After that, the Department of Public
Safety began confiscating license plates at the time of suspension.

In 1956, after the American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators established
auniform national policy, Texas adopted a standard 6 inch by 12 inch license plate.
This is standard in most of North America and parts of South America. The adoption
of the black and white color combination as standard for Texas license plates occurred
in 1957.

This decision was made after conducting extensive laboratory studies of paint
durability and legibility. No doubt about it, Texas license plates had to be sturdy
enough to withstand all conditions, from the West Texas sand storms to the wet,
salty air of the coastal areas.
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Texas License Plates \

of the 1950s )

TEXAS 50

TEXAS - 50

T

THAILE

Passenger Plate (sample)

TEXAS-50
\/ X A S

Passenger Pi’am

N\
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/" Texas License Plates I
7 \_ of the 1950s ) A\

1951

Continued

TEXAS B2

Passenger Plate (sample)

The History of Texas License Plate — 80th Anniversary Edition 37



(

\_

Texas License Plates
of the 1950s

N

%

1953

Continued

Taxasta;”

c 11H

s CITY BUS =

Passenger P-’are.[ sample)

TEXAS 154!°

AKATEURRADIODPR=

Amateur Radio Operator

AMATEURRADIOOPRS

N\

-

Y
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of the 1950s

Texas License Plates

N

%

1955

Continued

- TEXAS S

P4l

FARM TRUCK TRAC.e

EXRS 55

TRAILER

*TEXAS 156!

TN

EIUS_°

% -
I |
1
o | ' | ; :
e e | I y ’
o | .. ' ' i L W

TEXASwssﬂ?

23141

HEIUSE TRAILER i

'TEXASISSP

T REIRER

i

T2

XAS 'S5

03

fHasE FARH TRUCK*

e E

hn!rﬁ‘:;h ceme mz‘h:‘

° . TEXAS IS5}

755 28589

TRUEK

Truck f\-( ;n’m-f_m nt Plate

MATEUR RADID OPR

‘TEXAS '15b6!°

a0 193

. ST,QTE DFFICIAL =

“TEXAS 550

126022

- TRMLER u'“%

..__ f e g e = ="

N\
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/" Texas License Plates I

\_ of the 1950s )

1955

Continued

 Truck Replacement Plate

TEXAS ‘55‘

_.

TF*UE*I-! TFHJ.I" 'WF?

*TEXAS 1571* - "TEXAS 157!

1957 ISM 1124 R0-4813

. FHRM TRUCKa

Passenger Plate

STEXAS157:° .. *TEXAS57:

NS THI J8-1243

~AMATEUR RADIO OPRa «HOUSE TRAILERe

Trailer Replacement Plate

A%

60- 1548,

*TEXAS 157:°

) 266713

o TRUCK w

ToTEXAS 57 (N

o TRAILEH o

Truck Replacement Plate

-, (PRULK TRACTORS

§-9428
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of the 1950s

Texas License Plates

N

%

TEXRSISBI

»TRUCK TRACTOR:

*TEXAS 159 °

1959 | Ar-3071 |

Passenger Plate

*TEXAS :159!°

A-1150 a1:3613

. ODEALER o ~FARM TRUCKS=»

!rm L Replacement Plate

"TEXAS 159 ]

TEXQQ 58

"TEXAS 159"

K- THI

«AMATEUR RADIO OPR,

*TEXAS :59:!°

J0-4718:

«HOUSE TRAILER«

TEXAS H©9%

BL-T541

o TRAILER %

N\

J
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%

'TEXAS 58 *

Continued 2 5 TSHUCUK 4‘,5
Truck Replacement Plate
*TEXAS 59“ *TEXAS 159¢°

oW 1487

«TRUCK TRACTORe«

K-1485

«TRUCK TRACTORe

i

Truck Tractor Replacement Plate

N\

42

The History of Texas License Plate — 80th Anniversary Edition



4

\

Texas License Plates

of the 1950s

N

%

Not Pictured:

\

-

1950 1952 (continued) 1954 (continued)
State Official Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” Exempt “XF”
Bus Exempt State Agency “XS” Overwidth
City Bus Exempt “XC”
Tractor Exempt “XD” 1955
Dealer Exempt “XF” State Official
In Transit Overwidth City Bus
Motorcycle Tractor
Motorcycle Side Car 1953 Dealer
Exempt Motorcycle “X” State Official In Transit
Motorcycle Dealer Farm Truck Tractor Motorcycle
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” Bus Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Exempt State Agency “XS” City Bus Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt “XC” Tractor Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Exempt “XD” Dealer Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt “XF” In Transit Exempt “XC”
Machinery Motorcycle Exempt “XD”
Motorcycle Side Car Exempt “XF”
1951 Exempt Motorcycle “X” Truck Tractor Replacement
State Official Motorcycle Dealer Overwidth
Farm Truck Tractor Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Bus Exempt State Agency “XS” 1956
Tractor Exempt “XC” Farm Truck Tractor
In Transit Exempt “XD” City Bus
Motorcycle Exempt XF” Trailer
Motorcycle Side Car Overwidth Trailer Replacement
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Motorscooter Tractor
Motorcycle Dealer Dealer
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” 1954 In Transit
Exempt State Agency “XS” State Official Motorcycle
Exempt “XC” Farm Truck Tractor Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Exempt “XD” Bus Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt “XF” Tractor Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Dealer Exempt State Agency “XS”
1952 In Transit Exempt “XC”
State Official Motorcycle Exempt “XD”
Farm Truck Tractor Motorcycle Side Car Exempt “XF”
City Bus Exempt Motorcycle “X” Truck Tractor Replacement
Tractor Motorcycle Dealer House Trailer
In Transit Motorcycle Plate for Motorscooter Consular
Motorcycle Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Motorcycle Side Car Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Exempt “XC”
Motorcycle Dealer Exempt “XD”
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4 Texas License Plates I

\_ of the 1950s -

Not Pictured: (oninued)

1957
State Official
Bus
Farm Truck Tractor
City Bus
Tractor
Dealer
In Transit
Motorcycle
Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt Hwy. Dept.. “XH”
Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt “XC”
Exempt “XD”
Exempt “XF”
Truck Tractor Replacement

1958
State Official
Bus
Farm Truck Tractor
City Bus
Trailer Replacement
Tractor
Dealer
In Transit
Motorcycle
Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Motorcycle Dealer

Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Exempt State Agency “XS”

Exempt “XC”

Exempt “XD”

Exempt “XF”
Truck Tractor Replacement

House Trailer

Antique Auto

1959
State Official
Farm Truck Tractor
Bus
City Bus
Trailer Replacement
In Transit
Motorcycle
Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt “XC”
Exempt “XD”
Exempt “XF”
U.S. Senate
U.S. House
Parade Vehicle

\
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1960 - 1969

In the 1960s, as the world turned towards happenings around the globe, the
department was busy making decisions of its own. Of particular interest to Texas
administrators of the time, was whether to continue issuing annual license plates or
move toward a multi-year plate; change the metal used in production; as well as the
advantages of reflectorization.

In a letter dated November 16, 1962 from Mr. R. W. Townsley, Director of the
Motor Vehicle Division, Mr. Townsley made available the results of a report in
which the above was considered. The following is a brief synopsis of the report
and its findings:

“On December of 1961, the Legislative Budget Board instructed its staff to
examine alternative procedures for manufacturing and issuing motor vehicle
license plates which might result in savings to the State.

In examining the evidence, it is found that:

1) Texas has what appears to be a very economical and efficient procedure
for manufacturing license plates. No other state has been able to produce
plates at a lower cost.

2) Many states have cut costs by adopting a semi-permanent license plate,
but considerable controversy exists concerning the relative merits of this
practice.

3) To gain the possible advantages of a semi-permanent type plate, extensive
revisions of the procedure for issuing plates would be required. It is doubtful
that the change would result in lower costs, most of the advantage being in
the nature of convenience to the taxpayer and a higher quality plate.

4) As long as Texas issues an annual plate, steel is the most economical
material to be used in fabricating the plate.”

It would not be until 1975 before the department would adopt the practice of issuing
multi-year license plates. These plates would then be validated with registration
stickers that affixed to the license plate.

Beginning in 1963 and continuing until 1964 a combination of 2 letters and 2 to 4
numbers were used on passenger license plate. In 1965 through 1982, a combination
of 3 letters and 2 to 3 numbers were used. Truck license plates were issued with the
combinations of numbers and letters plus 2 to 4 numbers. This combination for
trucks was used from 1963 to 1972.
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Land Ho! :

For a short time, beginning in 1960 and ending in 1969, the Texas Highway
Department issued boat registrations. Boat owners were issued special identification
numbers that they attached to or painted on each side of their boats. On September
1, 1969, boat registrations were transferred to the Texas Department of Parks and
Wildlife. Nevertheless, the department remained responsible for registering boat
trailers that are required to display current license plates if used on public roadways.

. ig.- ' TEXAS - "'“::I With the passage of the Prestige License Plate
2 — NR I 69 | Actin 1965, Texas was about to enter a new
(D] A ' ' age of car registration. For the fee of $10 in
= addition to the regular registration fee,
@ I | ! registrants were able to “personalize” their
license plates. For the first time, plates could
be ordered displaying names, initials, favorite
nicknames, or even greetings.

In the years following World War II, vehicle registration soared at the rate of a
quarter of a million more vehicles registered each year. In 1965, the current supply
of passenger car license numbers consisting of a two-letter prefix followed by two
to four numbers was exhausted. As a final tribute, the last passenger plate off the
press in Huntsville was appropriately manufactured to read “THE END.” Texas
adopted the “English” system of license plate numbering as an alternate plan. Under
the new system, a three-letter prefix followed by two to three numbers was used in
registering passenger vehicles.

The Texas Legislature approved a reflectorized license plate in 1966, after studies
showed that reflectorization may help reduce motor vehicle accidents. Personalized
License Plates were the first series of plates manufactured using the new process.
Beginning in 1969, all classes of license plates were reflectorized.

1968 Texas license plates were issued bearing
the slogan “HEMISFAIR 68.” The plates were
issued, amid public controversy, to help
promote the international exposition located
in San Antonio. It seemed that a few
registrants found the license plates
objectionable because they considered the
plates a form of “advertisement” for the city
of San Antonio. But, as the State Highway
Commission reasoned, support for the exposition was encouraged because it was
an effort to secure a greater portion of the national and international travel market
that would benefit the entire State.

Also, in 1968, state officials watched with excitement as the Highway Department
undertook a project that would dramatically affect the State’s motor vehicle
registration and title process. This massive project, known to many as “the
Conversion,” came as a result of many months of planning and hard work. It began
with the installation of the first computer equipment by the Highway Department.
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And, for the first time ever, a prison system would be used to convert state records
from a manual file to a computer master file.

At one point, 500 inmates of the Texas Department of Corrections, under the
supervision of the Highway Department, were involved in converting 6,000,000
motor vehicle records into a format suitable for computer processing. Curious
administrators from all over the world observed the progress of the project, paying
careful attention to the advantages of using cost saving inmate labor. Meanwhile,
“the Conversion” evolved into a modern, computerized system that, by allowing
the automated access to motor vehicle records, would forever change the registration
process in Texas.

Prior to the “Conversion,” titles were made using a Dexigraph process of
photography, development, negatives & printing. In 1968 the first computer-
generated titles were issued, removing the need to file motor vehicle cards or receipts.
All the motor vehicle information was now on the computer! Registration receipts
would then be automated rather than the previous handwritten (often illegible)
receipts.
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‘TEXAS 80" "TEXAS B0

Na: THI

XX-0000

Passenger Plate (sample)

¢AMATEUR RADID DPRs

‘TEXAS T

10:336

-STATE OFFICIAL:

Trailer Refp!ﬁf‘c’mu” Plate

'TEXASnsnl

“BlI bt x aAas”

X-0000 U-2453

o GRS LIS e
w T E X A .o aFARM TRUCHK = RADIO OPR

Passenger Plate (sample)

=ci S TE A S

F 5884 !

Erehe Bi
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Texas License Plates \

1961

Continued

of the 1960s )
7_'_E__;“AS “BI "‘ “TéXAsgi

= TRACTOR

o « TRUCK TRACTOR,,

T B A S” b

D4-4616

- TRAILER

o>

Truck Replacement Plate

= FARM TRK Tﬁh._ ~

P'I 1692

=TEXAS.bZ2

“FARM TRUCK=

8F 6296

_TEXAS 62
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4 Texas License Plates I
@ \_ of the 1960s

1962

Continued

= TRUCK TR&CTDR = L

1963 | J) ?j;@sdo YZZ.Z?E%

Passenger Plate (sample)

® TEXAS * el 2 e = (- 'r:—::xns

Y9.2021 750484 z 901

«— 0 IBTRAILER o 1832 THAIEER =

10-18 Trailer Replacement Plate
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Texas License Plates

of the 1960s

N

1963

Continued

w Gl BlESENG

'rrpH TRUCK

TR XA

*"TExAs“

W5 THI

|
I RADIO OPR -

(== =]

TEXAS T08

YI387

S S TRUEK T &

Truck Replacement Plate

- o _

TEEOC A

18930

e TRUCK TRACTOR =

1321
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i _.._.___..;S__.___A'__._l oy ..-:.._‘.'"
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o,

ANTIQUE I u
AUTO

L EXP, 3'31:63 s

" FARM TRAILER ™

301164

FE X AS o

MACHINERY "

2619

« [RARETGOR

-

Truck Rf‘;!!'m'c‘n.r_m.r Plate

TRAILER *=

IF-598

o = X Ao

= FARM

MACHINERYX
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0 A I e

(]

TEXAS

5873

= TRAILER >
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Eﬂ" 'TEXAE i

TEXAS: "84 W = FAAN TRAILER =

77748 | 1140 181777
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X
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68 TEXAS = - BB=
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L TEXAS » "

XY7049

e EXEMPT o

1
26665 22“?‘“9“04

...EEINSERVHTIDN-. - MEES X ACS

7?’“1""13 72-4101

TRAILER TRUCK

1965

® TEXAS ""55

23 04I

IB-32Z TRAILER

® TyExXAS *BS

Y5

& IOIBTRAILER

- e-i :

MACHINERY

27H654

TEXAS &b

TEXAS

L

1 aHUUSE TRAILER-

D
AW6TI0 57684

» TRUCK o = TRUCK TRACTOR«

- (=] L R

Truck Replacement Plate

J

|TL-

197 TEXAS “65

XXX 000

Passenger Plate (sample)

-

TEXAS T

T8

“FARM TRUCK

ax 3374

TEXAS

[ ] -

® TEXAS 765

w5 THI

= RADIO OPR

® TEXAS

TRUCK

- -

Truck Rep!’acemem Plate

16971

. o TRUEK TRAETOR
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N\

¥
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“ TEXAS “BS

1965 | {90:6/6

Continued _TRUCK TRACTOR o

9= TEXAS 66

LI Y X000

Passenger ."‘fr:f{ humph

= TEXAS -E§ = TEXAS =B

£92:244

=18-32 TRAILER -

18-32 Trailer Replacement Plate

Y-3536

_(0-18 TRAILER

=FARM TRAILER= »aRH TRA&ER—

24T-649] 76758

TEXAS _BB = TEXAS -

EFARM TRUCK

8H 3740

= TEXAS = BB

- TEXAS *BE§

W5 YNL

= RADID DPR _ e RADID DPR.

Truck Tractor Replacement P!(m’

-

%
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1966

Continued

791-206

- 1B-32 TRAILER

18-32 Trailer Replacement Plate

" CONSERVATION 7

125-102

- TEXAS b
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e

'.cmm Dealer Plate

-
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Continued
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I
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Continued
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= TRUCK TRACTOR =
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- TEXAE =

?
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Not Pictured:

\

1960 1962 (continued) 1964 (continued)
Farm Truck Tractor Parade Vehicle Motorcycle Dealer
Bus Disaster Southern Governor’s Conference
City Bus Machinery Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Tractor Manufacturer “Test Car” Exempt State Agency “XS”
Dealer Truck Tractor Replacement Exempt “XC”
In Transit Exempt “XD”
Motorcycle 1963 Exempt “XF”
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Parade Vehicle Truck Tractor Replacement
Motorcycle Dealer Prorate U.S. Senate
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” Disaster U.S. House
Exempt State Agency “XS” Test Car Parade Vehicle
Exempt “XC” Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” Prorate
Exempt “XD” Exempt State Agency “XS” Disaster
Exempt “XF” Exempt “XC” Test Car
Truck Tractor Replacement Exempt “XD” Antique
House Trailer Exempt “XF”
U.S. Senate State Official 1965
U.S. House Bus State Official
Parade Vehicle Dealer Farm Truck Tractor
Consular Motorcycle City Bus
Motorcycle Dealer 10-18 Trailer Replacement
1961 Truck Tractor Replacement 18-32 Trailer Replacement
Dealer Manufacturer “Test Car” Tractor
Farm Truck Tractor Farm Truck Tractor Master Dealer
State Official Trailer Replacement Plate Supplemental Dealer
House Trailer In Transit In Transit
Bus Exempt Motorcycle “X” Motorcycle
Truck Tractor Replacement House Trailer Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Motorcycle U.S. Senate Motorcycle Dealer
Motorcycle Dealer U.S. House Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Exempt State Agency “XS”
1962 1964 Exempt “XC”
In Transit State Official Exempt XD”
Motorcycle Truck Replacement Plate Exempt “XF”
Exempt Motorcycle “X” Farm Truck Tractor U.S. Senate
Motorcycle Dealer City Bus U.S. House
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH” Special Trailer 6A Replacement Parade Vehicle
Exempt State Agency “XS” Special Trailer 6B Replacement Prorate
Exempt “XC” Dealer Disaster
Exempt “XD” In Transit Test Car
Exempt “XF” Motorcycle Antique
U.S. Senate Exempt Motorcycle “X” Supplemental
U.S. House Manufacturer “Test Car” Permit
N
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Not Pictured-' (continued)

1966
Manufacturer’s “Test Car”
Bus
City Bus
Special Trailer 10-18 Replacement
Dealer
In Transit
Exempt Motorcycle “X”
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
Exempt Hwy. Dept. “XH”
Exempt State Agency “XS”
Exempt “XC”
Exempt “XD”
Exempt XF”’

Truck Tractor Replacement
House Trailer
U.S. Senate
U.S. House
Parade Vehicle
Prorate
Disaster
Test Car
Antique
Supplemental

1967
House Trailer
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
Tractor
Truck Tractor Replacement

1968
Tractor
Trailer
Motorcycle Dealer
In Transit
Personalized
Motorcycle

Dealer

House Trailer
Manufacturer “Test Car”

1969
10-18 Trailer
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motorcycle Dealer
Truck Tractor Replacement
State Official
Antique Vehicle
Prorate
Motorcycle
Dealer
In Transit
Bus
Farm Truck Tractor

\
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1970 - 1979

There is no doubt that “the Conversion” took much frustration out of motor vehicle
registration. In January 1970, because of the new automated system, the department
could print and mail 7,000,000 renewal applications, or notices, to registrants based
on vehicle information stored in the computer’s master file. In the past, as some
might remember, an owner was required to provide a certificate of title and the
previous year’s license receipt at the tax office to renew license plates. Often during
the registration season, the lines at the tax offices were long and painstakingly slow.

During the months of February and March, many customers and clerks alike shared
the same irritable disposition, victims of unfortunate circumstances. With the
issuance of renewal notices, the registrants and the tax office employees all had less
paperwork to deal with. Therefore, lines were shorter and faster moving and
temperaments were surely improved. To help matters even more, provisions were
made for renewing registration by mail.

Truck plates issued in 1970, 71, and 72 were issued with the combination of “number
and letters plus 2 to 4 numbers.” Beginning in 1973 truck license plates would be
issued with 2 letters plus 2 to 4 numbers. Passenger plates throughout the 1970s
were a combination of 3 letters plus 2 to 3 numbers.

Legislation passed in 1973 had another major impact on the registration process.
Texas became the 37th state to adopt multi-year license plates. The department
began issuing the new plates during the 1975 registration period. Registrants would
no longer purchase new plates each year at renewal time. Validation stickers would
be issued each year and used to validate the existing license plates.

The stickers, like the plates, were reflectorized and produced in Huntsville by the
State Prison System. The multi-year plates were manufactured using a heavier
metal base since the plates had to last a longer period of time. As a result of additional
legislation, a small silhouette of the State of Texas was included in the license plate
design, replacing the star previously used to separate the letters and numbers first
appears for the 1977 registration year.

Multi-year registration was not entirely new for some Texans. Many vehicle owners
could recall during World War II when new plates were not issued due to a metal
shortage. Tabs were used to validate those license plates. Before that time, the first
license plates issued in 1917, were, in reality, a form of multi-year plates.
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Nevertheless, to ease the transition from annual to multi-year registration, the
department developed “System 76.” This program was implemented in January
1976 in preparation for the upcoming renewal season.

In 1976 the design of the license plate changed once again. This was the first year
in which the plate would display the registration validation sticker. Then with
plates issued for the 1977 registration year, the small “Lone Star” that had been
used for decades to denote the separations between characters changed to a small
solid black silhouette of the State of Texas.

> TEMAS T mr TEXAS T

XXX-000 XXX-000

As if to complement the adoption of “multi-year” license plates, Texas legislators
passed a bill, by unanimous vote, to establish a year round registration system.
Beginning on January 1, 1978, a staggered registration system for passenger vehicles
and light commercial vehicles was enacted. Implementation of the new program
was accomplished with the help of the department’s strategic plan known to many
as “System 78.” There would be 12 registration deadlines instead of one, distributing
registration renewals as evenly as possible throughout the year. This would alleviate
some of the tremendous amounts of work that occurred when all registrations expired
in March. Vehicle owners would no longer have to register within the same 60-day
period.

Traditional long waiting lines would become a thing of the past. Of course, as we
all know, many registrants still seem to wait until the last day of the month to renew
their registration, but the waiting lines are not what they used to be!
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18-32 Replacement Plate Passenger Plate
(sample) Passenger Plate (sample)
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ka Replemenr Plate
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1970

Continued

1971

18-32 Trailer Replacement Plate
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1971

Continued
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1972

Continued

Personalized Plate

N\
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972

Continued

Truck Replacement Plate Truck Replacement Plate
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1973

Continued

Al

Parade Vehicle Plate

Personalized Plate
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Continued
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1974

Continued

1975
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Motorcycle Dealer

Personalized Truck Plate

N\
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1975

Continued
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Continued
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Not Pictured:

1970
Truck Tractor Replacement
Motorcycle Dealer
City Bus
Farm Truck Tractor
State Official
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Supplemental Dealer
In Transit
Personalized
Prorate
Motorcycle
Dealer

1971
Truck Tractor Replacement
Dealer
Motorcycle
State Judge
Antique
In Transit
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motorcycle Dealer

1972
Manufacturer “Test Car”
National Governor’s Conference
Disabled Veteran
State Judge
In Transit
Consular

Private Bus
State Official
U.S. Judge
Motorcycle Dealer
Dealer

1973
Disabled Veteran
Prorate
City Bus
House Trailer
State Official
Token Trailer Replacement

1974
Token Trailer Replacement
U.S. Judge
Prorate
Antique Auto
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motorcycle Dealer

1975
Passenger
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Disabled
Consular
Private Bus
Machinery
City Bus
Motor Bus
Motorcycle
Travel Trailer
Farm Truck Tractor
Token Trailer
Dealer
Farm Trailer
In Transit
Permit
U.S. Judge
Disabled Vet
Apportioned
Truck
Prorate
Antique
Trailer

1976
Machinery
Private Bus

Disabled
Disabled Veteran
Consular
Motorcycle Dealer
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motorcycle
Farm Trailer
State Judge

\
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Not Pictured: coninuca)

1976 (continued)
State Official
U.S. Judge
Truck
Farm Truck
Farm Truck Tractor
Token Trailer
Travel Trailer
Motor Bus
City Bus
Tractor

1977
U.S. Judge
Tractor
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Motor bus
City Bus
Private Bus
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
State Judge
Machinery
In Transit
Prorate
Disabled Vet
Disabled
Consular
Dealer
Farm Truck Tractor
Farm Truck

1978
Machinery
Manufacturer “Test Car”
Prorate
Mobile Home
Apportioned Trailer
Permit
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
Disabled Veteran
State Judge
Consular

1978 (continued)
State Official
Passenger
Tractor
Radio Operator
Trailer
Farm Trailer
Token Trailer
Farm Truck Tractor
U.S. Judge
Farm Truck
Travel Trailer
Disabled
In Transit

1979
Prorate
Disabled
Consular
Disabled Veteran
Passenger
In Transit
Medal of Honor
P.O.W.

City Bus
Token Trailer
Farm Truck Tractor
Machinery
Motor Bus
Private Bus
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
State Official
Tractor
U.S. Judge

N

%

\
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1980 - 1989

Vehicle owners would soon notice another license plate format change in 1982.
The “English” license plate numbering system adopted by Texas in 1965 was
depleted. On the new license plates, three numbers would be positioned before
three letters, rather than three letters followed by three numbers as in the past. The
number of combinations is limited because the letters “I”” and “O” are eliminated,
and so are objectionable letter combinations. The increased number of motor vehicle
registrations and the issuance of multi-year plates were cited as reasons for the
necessary change in license plate numbering.

- @ . In1985, Texas began issuing special red, white,
sr«:;l(;gczgén%u ... and blue license plates designed to

' ) o W iy \ commemorate the State’s 150th birthday
; A RA
1986 F A

celebration. The plates were manufactured
Go for the Gold!

displaying the slogan “Sesquicentennial 1836-
1986.”

In 1987, legislation was introduced that would allow the State to sell custom bronze
license plates with 14 karat gold plated letters and numbers, for a fee of $1,000.
The proposal came as an effort to raise money for a sagging economy, cited by
some as a “sure-fire moneymaker for the State.” Along with the proposal came the
idea that the plates would appeal to the owners of luxury automobiles who could
afford these special plates. However, to the disappointment of some, the bill did
not pass. So, begins the rush toward special plates. This increase in popularity of
special plates would continue to grown, especially in 1986 throughout the 1990s.

i

[T e

The “gold” license plates were not the only unique plates introduced to registrants.
License plates proposed for 1987 were designed depicting the slogan “Wildflower
State” and a drawing of bluebonnets. The design was selected to promote and
protect highway beautification efforts by reminding motorists not to litter on state
highways. Texas has saved millions of dollars annually in maintenance costs by
allowing wildflowers to grow on state highway
rights of way. The design was eventually
rejected after the public protested the change.
The decision was made to return to a simpler
design featuring blue numerals, with the word
TEXAS and the small sithouette of Texas in
red.
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In an article by Jim Palmer, published in the June 1992 issue of the American License
Plate Collector’s Association (ALPCA) Newsletter several features of Texas License
Plates are discussed. Notably the issuance of license plate validation stickers which
appeared with a single horizontal bar line directly above the word “Texas” on the
sticker. These bar lines were used to identify which vehicles were required to have
emission tests and which were not. At the time, the emissions tests were features of
the vehicle safety inspection, and not related to the current issues being faced
regarding emissions testing. The single bar feature on the stickers began to be
issued in 1987 and then the 1992 stickers appeared with a “double bar” feature.
These features identified vehicles that were required to have certain emissions tests.
The single bar represented vehicles that were required to have a parameter test
while double bar stickers represented vehicles that were required to have the
parameter test as well as the tailpipe emissions test.

Registration renewal notices delivered a new message to vehicle owners in 1988,
“New Plates Required.” The department was about to begin a massive recall program
for license plates over eight years old, in compliance with a state law that required
the issuance of a “safety plate.” Extensive license plate tests were conducted by
department personnel. It was determined that the reflective value of the license
plate material deteriorates dramatically after eight years, reducing the visibility of
the plates. With the help of the County Tax Assessor-Collectors’ offices, roughly
1.4 million replacement plates were issued over a 12 month period for license plates
originally issued from 1975 through 1980.

In August 1989, the Highway Commission approved a specially designed passenger
license plate to provide an economical avenue to publicly exhibit the State’s spirit.
The plate would feature a red, white, and blue Texas Flag adjacent to the word
TEXAS. Originally, the plate design included the slogan, “The Friendship State,”
but due to public opposition, the slogan was never used. Since then, legislative
action in 1991 added the slogan “The Lone Star State” to the design as a means of
bringing favorable recognition to Texas.

{2 FEXGNST: = “CAmTEXAS™

| | FRIENDSHIP STATE
Also in 1989, the department undertook a study to determine the loss of revenue to

@ THE LONE STAR STATE ==

the state due to violations of the registration laws. Violations were discovered in
several categories, three of which were failure of new residents to register their
vehicles in Texas; residents not registering their vehicles in a timely manner; and
finally, fraudulent practices such as theft and registration placed on wrong vehicles.
The study estimated a revenue loss exceeding $10 million dollars annually. This
helped set the stage for the Windshield Validation Sticker Program that was put in
place in the 1990s.
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Texas License Plates \
of the 1980s

-

Not Pictured:
1980 1982 (continued) 1984 (continued)
U.S. Judge Travel Trailer Motor Bus
Motorcycle Dealer Motorcycle Dealer City Bus
Token Trailer Disabled National Guard
Tractor Motor Bus Mobile Home
Motorcycle City Bus Private Bus
Passenger
Apportioned 1983 1985
Consular U.S. Judge Passenger
Farm Trailer Tractor Motor Bus
Farm Truck Tractor Disabled Token Trailer
Motor Bus Medal of Honor 5-Year Token Trailer
Farm Truck City Bus Private Bus
Disabled Motorcycle Dealer Antique Auto
In Transit Personalized Medal of Honor
Machinery Motorcycle U.S. Judge
Manufacturer “Test Car” Farm Truck Honorary consul
Disabled Veteran Motor Bus Motorcycle
City Bus Private Bus Disabled Person
Moped Tractor
1981 Passenger Texas Guard
Motor Bus Farm Truck Tractor Moped
Passenger Farm Trailer City Bus
City Bus Disabled Vet Consular
Tractor Texas Guard Farm Truck Tractor
Apportioned Truck Travel Trailer Trailer Dealer
U.S. Judge Consular Farm Truck
Motorcycle Farm Truck Machinery
Token Trailer Mobile Home
Travel Trailer 1984
Consular U.S. Judge 1986
Farm Trailer Motorcycle Dealer Sesquicentennial Passenger
Farm Truck Tractor State Judge Medal of Honor
Farm Truck Tractor Farm Truck
Disabled Motorcycle City Bus
Machinery Personalized Token Trailer
PO.W. Passenger Private Bus
Consular Antique Auto
1982 Farm Trailer Motorcycle
Disabled Vet Farm Truck Tractor Personalized Passenger
Machinery Farm Truck Permit
Motorcycle Vol. Fire Fighter Test Car
Consular Disabled Tractor
Farm Truck Machinery Travel Trailer Dealer
)
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Not Pictured: (continued)

1986 (continued)
Honorary Consular
U.S. Judge
Disabled Persons
Manufacturer
Prisoner of War
Machinery
Texas Guard
In Transit
Farm Truck
Disaster
Farm Truck Tractor

1987
Passenger
State Official
Farm Truck
Motor Bus
Tractor
Motorcycle
City Bus
U.S. Judge
Token Trailer
Private Bus
Antique Auto
Prisoner of War
Texas Guard
Disaster
Farm Truck Tractor
Medal of Honor
Farm Truck
Manufacturer
Honorary Consul
In Transit

1988
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
Tow Truck
Tractor
U.S. Judge
Passenger
Personalized

Disabled Person

1988 (continued)
Texas Guard
Prisoner of War
Farm Truck Tractor
Farm Truck
In Transit
Manufacturer
Medal of Honor
Motor Bus
Private Bus
City Bus

1989
Tractor
Truck
Disabled Person
U.S. Judge
Passenger
Farm Truck Tractor
Farm Truck
Fertilizer Truck
In Transit
Manufacturer
Motor Bus
Private Bus
City Bus
Permit
Motorcycle
Motorcycle Dealer
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1990 - 1998

A new decade requires new business processes. With the advantages of today’s
technologies, the department would undertake yet two more projects that would
change the business of issuing Texas license plates and vehicle registration. The
Registration and Titling System became a reality for the Texas Department of
Transportation, county offices, as well as the citizens of Texas. In addition,
windshield validation stickers would permanently replace license plate stickers to
validate registration.

The 72nd Texas Legislature addressed the problem of validation sticker theft by
enacting House Bill 225 that moved the validation sticker from the rear license
plate to a more secure location inside the front windshield on most vehicles.
(Windshield stickers had been used once before in 1947 due to a shortage of license
plates). The first windshield validation sticker was issued in December 1993 (January
1995 expiration windshield sticker). The windshield validation sticker combines
the month and year on one sticker. The colors of the windshield stickers (as all
validation stickers) are changed yearly, which aids law enforcement to visually
detect the year of expiration from a distance.

i, | p—

VEHICLE REGISTRATION STICKER

DEC

NOV

I
[ 1 MAR | EXPRES LAST DAY OF WOSTH PUMCAED 1555 ocT ]

gl
[ eg |way o] [aul J[aus]['see |
e i

In 1994, the department began to implement a new Registration and Title System
(RTS) in county tax offices across the state. This project constituted the largest
non-highway construction project the department had ever undertaken. This point-
of-sale data processing system has made significant improvements in standardizing
county processing of vehicle registrations and titles, and has significantly improved
the timeliness and accuracy of updates to the motor vehicle database.

On June 30, 1995, the department began using a new numbering pattern for Texas
License Plates. The following are a few samples of the classification patterns used
during the 1990s. Due to the large volume of special plates and classifications the
following are not all sequences.
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Pattern Classification Beg. Number End. Number
AAANNA Passenger BBB*01B 2727997
AAANNN Passenger AAA*10 Z77*999
NNNAAA Passenger 001*AAA 999%Z77Z
State of the Arts JB1BB 77977
Collegiate BHO01CC DD99YR
Truck AA0*001 779%999
AA*10 VEF*9999
VG*100 27%9999
NAAAA Disabled Person 1BB*BB 927*77Z
NNAAAA Trailer 01S*BBB 99Z+*7Z77Z
e T TEXAS S

In December 1995, the department issued a
specially designed passenger plate to
commemorate the 150th anniversary of Texas as
a State of the United States. The multi-year

. 150 YEARS OF STATEHOOD - geperal issue license plate bore the slogan “150

Years of Statehood,” along with a shooting star logo and won the American License
Plate Collector’s Association Plate of the Year award for its design. The public in
Texas, however, either loved or hated the design. The plates were not a complete
reissue of Texas license plates and were available only until supplies were exhausted.

From the original four classes of license plates produced, the department currently
issues more than 100 distinctly different license plates for various types of motor
vehicles. Some of these plates are used to distinguish the vehicle type (automobile,
truck, motorcycle), and some indicate the vehicle’s use (fertilizer, cotton, forestry),
some show the owner’s status (State Judge, US Senate, veteran), and still others are
“vanity” plates that are personalized or suggest the owner’s affiliation with some
group (amateur radio operator, collegiate, firefighter). Still other plates are used as
a means of raising revenue for special purposes (State of the Arts, State Capitol
Restoration).

The 75th Legislature added approximately 10 new special license plates available
in late 1997 or early 1998, which include: Read to Succeed; Keep Texas Beautiful;
Animal Friendly; Gold Star Mother; Big Bend National Park; Boy Scout plate
sponsored by the Texas Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse; Classic
Motorcycle; Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo; and the Volunteer Advocate plate.
The chart at the end of this chapter depicts all specialty plates that are made available
to vehicle owners today.

As the turn of the century draws closer, the department has made a change in the
passenger series of plates. The Texas Flag which has been to the left of the word
“TEXAS” will now appear to the right of the word “TEXAS”. These plates were
made available during the 1998 registration year.
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\_ of the 1990s -
Not Pictured:

With the introduction of the windshield sticker, plates
cannot be specifically dated by each year.

Therefore, from 1994 all previous classifications are still
issued but will not be pictured unless a design change is
made. New classifications from 1994 to present will be

pictured once in the year in which they were first issued.

N
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Summary and
Characteristics

of All Plates
Manufactured in Texas

This chapter discusses many of the characteristics of all known license plates that
have been manufactured in Texas. This information will be helpful in the
identification of historical license plates as well as provide a complete set of
information regarding license plates. In this chapter license plates are categorized
by classification rather than by year, which has been the format of this publication
so far. This information was taken directly from the American License Plate
Collector’s Association information repository, which they graciously offered for
this publication. According to the ALPCA, this information, “was initially compiled
in 1986 by Roy G. Klotz, Jr., M:D.,” with the following ALPCA members
contributing additions and corrections to the information: Mr. Jim Palmer; Mr.
Henry Cole; Mr. Robbie Crowder; Mr. Don Cantello; Mr. Rod Hemmick; and Mr.
Dean Powell. One major distinction between the detailed information provided by
the repository and that in the appendix is the verification: The license plates referred
to here in this chapter have been verified by the ALPCA to have actually been
produced and/or issued. The detailed information contained in the appendix is
taken from original contract specifications for each year addressed. Some of the
information in the appendix, especially the numbering series are patterns, and not
all sequences in the patterns may have been issued.

The following information is a list of all license plates known to have been and are
being manufactured in Texas: :

General Observations

Texas plates particularly in the 60’s and 70’s have a border which is unpainted
(background color). Texas plates also use a separator in the serial which during the
60’s and early 70’s was a star and later a 3/4" state outline. The star separator may
be indicated by the following - *S & the position. The state outline separator may
be indicated by the following - tS and the position.
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Passenger

Pairs issued 1917 to present except singles in 1945 and 1946,

1917-22 white/dark navy blue; “TEX” vertical right; embossed;

6-digits 16" x 5-3/8"; 5 digits 13-7/8"; 3 & 4 digits 11-1/8"; above 600,000 lighter
gauge metal.

Note! All plates 1917 thru 1938 had border same color as letters.

1917  white/bright red circular 4-3/8" diameter metal seal to be placed on radiator;
olive-green gray primer on backside. “REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE” around
periphery; star in center with “1917” in the middle and 1 of the letters of the word
“TEXAS” between each of the prongs of the star.

1918  blue/white circular 3-15/16" metal seal; 17" format; olive green primer on
backside; there is a smaller 3" diameter seal which many consider motorcycle
(unconfirmed) with the same wording; (250,201)

1919  white/blue circular 3-15/16" metal seal; 17" format; seal had a single letter
over 4 numbers stamped on to it; olive green backside; some seals exist with serial
numbers; (331,721)

1920 white/dark aqua rectangular 6-1/8" x 3-1/4" metal seal; “REGISTERED
MOTOR VEHICLE” top; “TEXAS 1920” bottom and serial; (430,377) white/dark
aqua; in 1920 new registrants received new base plates of the 1917 type; different
smaller dies; all 5-5/8" tall; 4 digits 9-7/8"; 5 digits 11-7/8"; 6 digits 14-7/8"; olive
green primer on backside

1921 white/pea green metal seal; 6-1/8" x 3-1/4"; 20 format; (470,575)

1922 black/yellow metal seal; 6-1/8" x 3-3/8"; “REGISTERED MOTOR
VEHICLE” top; “TEXAS 1922” bottom; serial center up to 6 digits; (531,608)

1923  white/black; “TEXAS” vertical right & left; star separator before last 3
numbers of serial; all 5-3/8" tall; 4 digits 11-7/8"; 5 digits 14; 6 digits 14-7/8" and
16 with big star & little star versions; the change in the size of the star occurred
somewhere between 933718 and 936696, (695,822) NOTE: Star separator began
in 1923.

1924 white/dark red rectangular 6" x 3-3/8" metal seal for radiator;
“REGISTERED” top, “MOTOR VEHICLE” bottom, “TEXAS” vertical left &
“1924” vertical right; star separator in 4th slot; backside black; (766,149)

1925 white/maroon; 15" X 5-1/2"; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1925” vertical right;
000*000 serial format; (882,994)

1926 black/gray; 15" x 5-1/2"; “TEX-26" vertical right; 000*000 serial format;
horizontal line separates vertical “TEX"” from vertical “26”; (941,791)
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1927  white/green; 15" x 5-1/2"; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS” vertical right;
star separator used; (995,366) NOTE: first known use of letter on Texas passenger
plates - only “A” in first position has been verified

1928  white/brown; “TEX-28" vertical right; “FRONT” or “REAR” vertical left;
star separator, horizontal line between “TEX” and *“28” as on 1926 plates; 5" tall;
14" & 15" length; some 7 digit plates have a square after the first number; (1,058,695)

1929 orange/black; 14" x 5"; 7 digit plates 15" x 5"; “TEXAS - 1929” bottom;
“FRONT” or “REAR?” vertical left; star separator, used square after 1st digit on 7
digit plates; (1,167,370)

1930  dark blue/dark yellow; 14" x 5"; “TEXAS-1930" top; “FRONT” or “REAR”
vertical left; star separator; (1,158,415) NOTE! 1930 had an extended series of 7
digits; 15" x 5"; square used after 1st digit on 7 digit plates

1931  white/black; 13" x 5"; “TEX” vertical over “31” horizontal on right; star
separator before last 4 numbers; prefix letters were used on some plates in 1931
with “A” representing 100,000, “B”=200,000 etc.; e.g. A0*0000; up to “N”; big
and small star (letter plates only) separators were used; (1,091,134)

1932  white/green, 13" x 5"; “TEXAS-1932” bottom; star separator before last 3
numbers; (1,005,593) NOTE! Separator in this position 1932-1942; 1932 to 1942
base first used all numbers and then used some letters; Letters used were “A”, “F”,
“K” & then by 41 “V” & 1942 “N”

1933  orange/white; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS-1933" top; star separator; 2 digit plates
had the numbers flanked by stars; backside light gray-green with paint smears of
front background color in them; 2 different dies used; low numbers had wide
numbers; early 6 digit plates had thin numbers (1,012,54)

1934  black/orange; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS-1934” bottom,; star separator; (1 ,089,818)
1935  white/maroon; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS-1935” top; star separator; (1,126,428)

1936  dark blue/light mustard yellow; 13" x 5"; “TEX” vertical before last
numbers; 4 to 6 digit serials; 000-000 or A00-000 serial formats; “19 Centennial
36” bottom 1, 2 & 3 digit plates had “TEX” vertical flanking the serial; (1,194,002)

1937 cream/black; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS-1937" top; star separator; 000-000 or A0O-
000 serial formats; (1,229,216)

1938  black/white; 12-7/8" x 5-3/4" “TEXAS-1938” bottom; star separator;
(1,236,509) NOTE! Last plates with painted borders

1939  bluish purple/yellow-orange; 13" x 5-7/8"; “TEXAS 1939” top; star
separator; 2 step debossed border; (1,287,074)
NOTE! 1940-42 same size as 1939
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1940  bluish purple/white; “19 TEXAS 40 topple star separator; (1,364,067);
000-000 or A00-000 serial format NOTE! Mid-year die change affecting the number
“4” occurred

1941 yellow-orange/black; “TEXAS 1941” top; star separator; (1,387,183)
1942 black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS-42” bottom,; star separator; (1,317,402)

1943 yellow-orange/black tab on 42 base; 4" x 1"; embossed; “TEXAS 43” bottom
center just beneath a bolt hole; diagonal letters left & serial; letters used were AB,
BK, BV, EJ, EZ. Some 2 digit serial tabs documented; (1,271,139)

1944  cream/yellow/light green tab on 42 base; 2" x 2"; embossed; slot top flanked
by a letter; serial in center; “TEX” slanted left of bottom slot & “44” slanted right;
tabs issued for front & back; letters used AU, BS, EC, FC, MF, MV; some 2 digit
tabs known; (1,262,686)

1945 black/yellow-orange; 10-1/8" x 5-3/4"; “TEXAS-45" top; 2 letter prefixes
were stacked; no star separator was used on these plates; the 2 letters were serial
letters and did not indicate counties; however they were issued to counties in
alphabetical order so counties often appeared to have same letters from 1 year to
next; (1,305,058) NOTE! From 1945 to 1964 G, I, O & Q were not used; 1945 &
1946 were the only years for single plates.

1946  ivory/black; “TEXAS-46" top; stacked letters left=AA thru F; (1,411,000)
NOTE! 1946 to 1952 plates 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"

1947  white/black; “TEXAS-47” bottom; letters - AA to J
NOTE! A windshield sticker was used because of delay in delivery of plates.
It expired 7/15/47 when metal plates were obtainable

1948  deep yellow/black; “TEXAS-48" top; AAto J or K

1949  black/yellow-orange; steel & aluminum; “TEXAS-49” bottom; letters AA
to late L’s; aluminum document at HC-4207 & steel at HC 6005

1950 . canary yellow/black; “TEXAS-50" top; AA to late L’s; no border NOTE!
Plates with “U”, “V” & “W” as first letter are known

1951  black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS-51" top; AA to M’s; no border
1952 canary yellow/black; “TEXAS | 52 ” top; AA-M or N

1953 black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS 153 |” top; AAto N or P
NOTE! 1953 to 1955 plates 10-1/2" x 6"; no border; no tabs issued

1954 canary yellow/black; steel & aluminum; “TEXAS | 54 I” top; AAto PorR;
aluminum document at AN 4354 & steel at MY 7663
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1955  black/yellow-orange; 12" x 6" & 10" x 6"; “TEXAS | 55 I top; the size
change occurred when the serial letters were between RA & RF; letters from AA to
RJ; early issued plates had the letters stacked as from 1945 but the later issued 12"
x 6" plates had the 2 letters horizontal with star separator & 4 numbers

1956  deep yellow/black; steel & aluminum; “TEXAS | 56 I top; AA to SS; no
separator used

1957  black/white; “TEXAS | 57 I” top; star separator; AA-TA
NOTE! From 1957 to 1964 the star separator appears after the letters & before the
numbers

1958  white/black; “TEXAS | 58 I” top; AA to TJ
1959  black/white; “TEXAS | 59 ” top; AAtomid T’s

1960  white/black; 57-59 dies & 61-62 dies; “TEXAS | 59 I” top close together;
no tab slots on plates with 61 dies & “60” moved to top right corner; star separator
on 57 die; plates of late 60’s in the same small size as 61-63 but dash separator on
the lower limit on 61 dies

1961  black/white; “TEXAS” top; “61” top right; highest numbers in mid “US’s”
& probably into “V”; small poorly painted star separator

1962  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “62” top right; early 62 plates had the 61 style
“TEXAS” dies & the later plates above “VU” have the narrow spaced “TEXAS”
63 dies

1963  black/white; “TEXAS” top; 1963 bottom; AA to WS; no border

1964  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “1964” bottom; AA to YT, no border star
separator

1965 black/white; “19 TEXAS 65” top; no star separator; alpha numeric serial
started; highest number PGN 861; no border;

1966  white/black; “19 TEXAS 66” top; star separator; NOTE! Star separator
reintroduced from 1966 through 1975 when the state outline separator was
introduced; highest number known PSG

1967  black/white; “19 TEXAS 67 top; highest number in late P’s

1968  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “68 HEMISFAIR 68” bottom; no border;
alphanumeric serial; highest number is RSP

1969  black/refl white; “19 TEXAS 69” top; highest number is RRK-77

1970  blue/refl white; “19 TEXAS 70” top; highest number SDN-726
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1971  black/refl white; 1) “TEXAS 71”; highest number PVW 2) “19 TEXAS
717; first 5% made had this format and the change occurred between BSP-630 &
DJN

1972  refl green/refl white; “19 TEXAS 72” top; highest number THB-388

1973  black/refl white; “19 TEXAS 73” top; highest number TXZ-444 1) 65-72
dies 2) 1974 dies

1974  red/refl white; “19 TEXAS 74” top; 1) 74 dies introduced in late 73 2)
1975 dies on galvanized steel; change over between VGL & VHX; highest known
VMG

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” top; sticker navels in upper corners with “75”
etched in the right navel, black/refl white base with state outline separator in 4th
position; the state outline separator appeared between MMV 331 and MMV 513;
the debossed “75” disappeared between QQX780 & QQY 43; this base appeared in
late 1975

1976  all refl white/blue sticker on 75 base; 2" x 1"; left hand side has “TEX”
vertical followed by a star over “PASSENGER”; right hand side has a small rectangle
at top with red/white numerals and blue/white letter - all over a large “76” NOTE!
The 76 sticker was placed in the upper left corner for the only time permitted; only
time sticker was blue because the month stickers became blue in 1978 & were
placed in left

1977  allrefl white/red sticker on 75 base; “77” left; rectangle top right with blue/
refl white numbers and red/refl white “A” over a star over “TEXAS”; the 77 stickers
were placed in the right corner box and plates were permitted to have 2 stickers for
the only time - 76 & 77 stickers; new registrants had only the 77 sticker in the right
hand box

1978  refl white/refl green sticker on 75 & 76 bases; 2" x 1"; “TEX” vertical left
followed by a star; rectangle top right with black/refl white numerals + green/refl
white “B”; “78” bottom right; NOTE! Staggered registration introduced by using
month stickers to be placed in upper left corner navel; white/refl blue; 2" x 1"; large
3" letter abbreviation of month over “TEXAS”

1979  black/gold sticker on 75 base; 78 size & format except no rectangle for
serial at top right & numbers & “C” are both black; white/refl blue month sticker;
78 format

1980  white/refl red sticker on 75 base; 78 size & format with numerals of serial
black/refl white & “D” red/refl white; serial format AAA 10 to ZZZ 999; white/refl
blue month sticker; 78 format

1981  white/refl green sticker on 75 base; 2" x 1"; “81” left; rectangle upper right

with black/refl white numerals + green/refl white “E” over star over “TEXAS”;
white/refl blue month sticker; 78 format
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1982  black/refl yellow sticker on 75 base; 79 format & size with “F” letter, white/
refl blue month sticker; 78 format; During 1982 serials went from alphanumeric to
numeric-alpha when ZZZ 999 was reached (Feb); 001-AAA to 999 ZZZ

1983  white/red sticker on 75 base; 81 size & format; letter “G”
1984  white/green sticker on 75 base; 81 size & format; letter “H” used

1985 red & blue/refl white; new registrants; “TEXAS” top screened;
“SESQUICENTENNIAL” bottom screened; the separator consists of “1836” over
state outline over “1986”; blue numeric-alpha serial; sticker navels upper corners;
NOTE! The change to the new plate occurred at serial 001 HEX with 999 HEW the
last issued black plate; Because the legend at the bottom was hidden on some
frames the “SESQUICENTENNIAL” was moved to the top beneath “TEXAS”;
appeared Dec 1985 between 240 LAE & 733-LAV;

1985 black/yellow sticker on 75 base; there are some “85” expirations on
Sesquicentennial plates because of replacements; 81 size & format; letter “J” used

1986  white/red sticker on 75 & 85 bases; 81 size & format; letter “K” used;
Sesquicentennial plates ceased being issued when serial 974-PAY was reached;
blue & red/refl white bases; screened red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes;
serial embossed blue with red map separator; serial format 000-AAA starting at
975-PAY; issued 9/86

1987 white/green sticker on 75 & 85 bases; 81 size & format; letter “L” NOTE!
Emission control inspection introduced into certain counties in Texas in 1987; a
horizontal bar is placed above the year in those counties to show which cars require
emission; on stickers without the bar the “87” is pushed upward on the left side;
Dallas-Ft. Worth, Houston, and El Paso areas

1988  black/refl yellow sticker on 75 & 85 bases; 81 size & format including
horizontal bar where necessary; “88” same level on both type stickers

1989 refl white/refl red sticker on 75 & 85 bases; with and without bar above the
“89” as necessary

undateddark blue & red/refl white; waving multicolored Texas flag followed by
blue ‘“TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; small red state outline serial separator;
AAA-11A serial format; the changeover to the new design occurred at BKX-01B

1990  white/green sticker on 75 & 85 bases; with and without bar above the “90”
as necessary

1991 black/yellow sticker on 85 & 89 bases; “91” may have line above the
numbers or may not; line indicates emission testing required

1992  white/dark red sticker on 85 & 89 bases; beginning in this year stickers
with both 1 bar and 2 bars began appearing for those counties requiring emission
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testing; on 1 bar counties the bar appears above the “92”; on 2 bar stickers the bar
appears above and below the “92”; 1 bar counties require a parameter test; 2 bar
counties require parameter and tailpipe emissions test;

1992  dark blue & red/refl white; waving multicolored Texas flag followed by
blue “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAA-00A serial format with small
state outline separator; “THE LONE STAR STATE” bottom

undated colors unknown; optional plates available with a graphic of the earth and
moon; available in regular serial number and vanity

1993  refl white/blue sticker on 85 and 89 bases; 0,1, & 2 bar stickers

1994 red/refl white sticker on 85 & 89 stickers; “94” left; black serial over star
over “TEXAS” right NOTE! This is the last sticker to be used on plates; state
switches to windshield stickers; one type of sticker for passenger and a different
one for non-passenger vehicles;

1995  dark blue/white windshield sticker; horizontal bars above and below the
year if emission testing is necessary

1995-96 black/refl white; screened red “150 YEARS OF STATEHOOD”
beneath the serial number which uses the same format as regular passenger plates;
graphic shooting star logo in the center; screened red “TEXAS” top; AAA-00A
serial format; Plate serials started at VIL*01K and have been seen as high as
WSJ*22B NOTE! Plates are to be issued from late 1995 until March 1, 1996 after
which the standard current issue will be restarted; available to new registrants, to
those who request plates because of current plates older then 5 years, or to those
who pay a small additional fee

1996 black/yellow windshield sticker

1997 black/green windshield sticker

All Terrain Vehicle Sticker

light/dark; 1-3/4" diameter sticker; “STATE OF TEXAS” curved around top and
over “EXPIRES” over “MARCH”; serial center in reversed color box over “YR”;
curved “ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE” over “OFF HIGHWAY REGISTRATION”

Amateur Radio

1954  yellow/black; 10-1/2" x 6"; “TEXAS 1 54 I top; “AMATEUR RADIO OPR”
bottom NOTE! Same format following years 1955 black/orange 1956 yellow/
black; wide space between zone number and call letters; no separator
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1957  black/white; 56 format with star separator NOTE! Same format following
years: 1958 white/black 1959 black/white 1960 white/black

1961  black/white; “RADIO OPR” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “61” to right NOTE!
The 1961 format was used from 1961 through 1971 except 1964 when the “64” was
top left:

1962 white/black 1963 black/white 1964 white/black 1965 black/white
1966 white/black 1967 black/white 1968 white/black 1969black/refl white
1970 blue/refl white 1971 black/refl white

1975  blue/scotchlite white; “TEXAS” over “RADIO OPR” top center; “19” top
left and *“75” top right; star separator after zone number

1976  green/scotchlite white; 75 format with state outline separator

1977  red/scotchlite white; 75 format with state outline separator or possibly no
separator

1978  probably nb rpl'ates dated “78” ‘t;ecause of thewstaggered registration system
introduced

1979  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “RADIO OPR” top center; debossed “MAR”
top left; debossed “79” top right; no separator NOTE! The 1979 format used
through 1982

! 1980 green/ref]l white 1981 red/refl white

1981  black/white scotchlite bases to new registrants in 1981 (exp 82) with a
regular month & year sticker top left and right respectively; “TEXAS” over “RADIO
OPR” top flanked by sticker boxes with sticker in left hand box having “DEC” over
small “Texas”

Antique Vehicle Related Plates

Antique Auto

1958  first year of issue and plates valid for 5 years so dated plates appear

1963  white/red; 3" touring car logo over “ANTIQUE” over “AUTO” left center;
“TEXAS” top; “EXP 3-31-63” bottom; A0Q serial format

1968  white/red; “TEXAS” top; “EXP 3-31-68” bottom; letter followed by touring
car logo over “ANTIQUE” over “AUTO” followed by a star and 2 numbers

1973  red/white scotchlite; 68 format except star is moved to just after the letter

1978  red/white scotchlite; 3 types during this period
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1) 1973 format 2) same as 1973 except “TEXAS” over “EXPIRES 3-31-78" top
3) same as Type 2 except 2 numbers and car logo and state outline separator and
then letter on the right

1983 red/white; letter prefix followed by car logo over “ANTIQUE” over
“AUTO” left; “TEXAS” over “EXP 3-31-83” top; types 2 and 3 of 1978 serial
format but all with state outline separator

1988 red/refl white; 83 format

1991 details lacking but numbering system is 1A01 - 9299 (No I, M, O, P, Q, S,
&T)

1993 red/refl white; “TEXAS” top; debossed “MAR?” top left & “93” top right;
upward slanted cursive “ANTIQUE” over “VEHICLE” over blue old car logo center
as partial serial separator; OA 00 serial format

Antique Motorcycle

1990 red/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by white/red “MAR” and white/red
last 2 digits of year; IMO1 to 9M99 serial format; “ANTIQUE MOTORCYCLE”
bottom; 5-year plate

Antique Year of Manufacture Tag

Tab to be used in conjunction with original plates issued for the year car was
manufactured.

1988 red/white sticker on a metal tab; “TEXAS” over “EXP 3-31-88” top; serial
followed by antique car logo over “ANTIQUE” over “AUTO” followed by a letter.
Tab has a slot bolt hole at the bottom for attachment to the old plate.

1991  Numbering format A01 to Z99 and 01A to 99Z

1993 red/white sticker; “TEXAS” over “EXP 3-31-93” over “ANTIQUE
VEHICLE” over serial; 1A 0934 verified

Classic Auto

1990 blue & red/refl white; red “CLASSIC AUTO” bottom; serial bloc verified
from BBO1BB to BH99CB; also there is a Classic base sticker (2" x 1-3/4") with
serial bloc A00001 to A09999 and a Classic Year sticker (2" x 1") with serial bloc
00001C to 09999C; (200,079 Classic Cars and Trucks registered in 1991) both use
a pair of windshield stickers for expiration years and month mounted above the
vehicle inspection sticker. Year sticker has the year (last two digits probably) bottom
left and “TEXAS” over “CLASSIC” bottom right; serial is top right. Month sticker
has “TEXAS” over “CLASSIC VEHICLE” top, month center, and serial bottom.

124 The History of Texas License Plates — 80th Anniversary Edition



Classic Truck

1990 blue & red/refl white; red “CLASSIC TRUCK” bottom; red “TEXAS” top
flanked by sticker boxes; uses same serial format and bloc as the Classic Auto
plates.

Apportioned Trailer

1973 no details

1975 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “APPORTIONED” top with sticker boxes
upper corners; 79 serial format

1976  green/refl white; “19” top left; “76” top right; star separator; “TEXAS”
over “APPORTIONED” top; 1979 serial format

1977 red/refl white; 76 format

1979  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “APPORTIONED” top; 00"R”000 serial
format with serial beginning at 12R-010; “MAR?” top left; “79” top right; state
outline separator since at least 1979 NOTE! 1979 format used form 1979 to 1986
1980 green/refl white 1981 red/refl white 1982 blue/ref]l white

1983 green/refl white 1984 red/refl white 1985 blue/refl white

1986 blue/refl white; 1979 format; red “TEXAS” top; red screened “1836
SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986” bottom

1987  blue & red/refl white; 1986 format except 1987 top right
1991 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over “APPORTIONED” top flanked

by sticker boxes; numbering system 12R-10 to S9R-999 with state outline separator;
last two digits of year may be debossed in top right box.

Apportioned Trailer - 5 years

Verified 1989 and 1993 as a 5 year plate
black/refl white; details lacking but serial bloc of 60R-010 to 75R-999 verified
1999  blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “APPORTIONED” top

flanked by sticker platforms with “MAR” in left and “99” in right; 00"R*000 serial
format with map separator
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Apportioned Truck

1974  red/refl white; “APPORTIONED” bottom; “TEXAS” top and *“74” top right;
“R” prefix and up to 5 digits

1975  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “APPORTIONED” top; “19” upper left &
“75” upper right; 1974 serial format.

1979  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “APPORTIONED” top; debossed “MAR”
and debossed “79” upper corners, state outline separator in 4th position on 6 digit
plates and just after the “R” on 4(?) and 5 digit plates; serial began at R-100 or R-
1000to R 99999

NOTE! 1979 format used through 1986

1980 green/refl white 1981 red/refl white 1982 blue/refl white
1983 green/refl white 1984 red/refl white 1985 blue/refl white

1986 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” top; red screened “1836
SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom

1987  blue & red/refl white; 1986 format with “87” top right

1988  blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “APPORTIONED” top
flanked by debossed “MAR” left and “88” right

1991 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “APPORTIONED” top

flanked by sticker sites with “MAR” in left and last two digits of year in right; serial
bloc R-1000 to R99-999 with map separator

Apportioned Truck Tractor

1975  red/refl white; motorcycle-sized plate; “APPORTIONED” top; “TEXAS
75” bottom; numeric serial

Bait Shrimp
1963
1964  white/turquoise green
1967  black/refl orange
1970  white/refl green; “BAIT SHRIMP” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “EXP” vertical
left; “8” over “31” over “70” right NOTE! Same format used following years:

1971 black/refl orange 1972 white/refl green 1973 white/blue
1974 black/refl white 1976 black/refl tan 1978 black/refl white
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1979  white/refl green; 1970 format except “TEXAS” over “BAIT SHRIMP” top
1982  white/refl blue

1983  white/refl orange; “TEXAS” over “BAIT SHRIMP” top; 70 format

1984  white/refl green

1985  black/refl lemon yellow; “TEXAS” over “BAITSHRIMP” top; “8” over
“31” over “85” right; vertical “EXP.” left;

1986  white/refl blue

1987  white/green; “TEXAS” over “BAIT SHRIMP” top; “EXP.” vertical left;
“8” over “31” over “87” right; 0000 serial format

Bay Shrimp
1963
1965 black/white
1966  white/black
1974  black/orange; “BAY SHRIMP” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “EXP” vertical left;
“3” over “31” over “74” right NOTE! Same format used following years:
1975 black/refl lemon yellow 1976 white/refl green 1977 black/refl orange
1978 black/refl green 1979 black/refl yellow
1980  black/refl white; 1974 format except “TEXAS” over “BAY SHRIMP” top
1981  white/refl blue;
1983  white/ref] green
1984  black/refl lemon yellow

1985  black/refl white

1986  black/refl tan; “TEXAS” over “BAY SHRIMP” top; “EXP.” vertical left;
“3” over “1” over “86” right

1987 black/yellow; “TEXAS” over “BAY SHRIMP” top; “EXP.” vertical left;
“3” over “1” over “87” right
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Bus

1941 black/yellow; “BUS” vertical left; “TEXAS 1941” top; 0*000 serial format;
1942  black/yellow; “BUS” vertical left; 0*000 serial format; “TEXAS-42" bottom

1951 black/yellow; “BUS” bottom; “TEXAS - 51” top; “Y” over “N”’0000 serial
format

1953 black/yellow-orange; “8” over “A” and 0000 serial format; “BUS” bottom;
“TEXAS 153 I” bottom NOTE! On a plate with serial 1540 a small embossed 3
digit number (915) is noted just before the “BUS”; the meaning is unknown

1954 yellow/black; 1955 format with tab slots

1955 black/orange; 10-1/2" x 6"; “BUS” bottom; “TEXAS | 55 |” top; stacked
number over letter prefix

1956 yellow/black; 12" x 6"; “BUS” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I’ top; “8A”0000
serial format

1962  white/black; “BUS” bottom; “TEXAS” bottom; “62” top right; “T”"*0000
serial format

1965 black/white; “BUS” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “65” top right; “T”*0000 serial
format NOTE! Same format used following years

1966 white/black 1967 black/white 1968 white/black

1969 Black/refl white

1973 black/refl white

Buyer

1969 red/white; cardboard; 11" x 6"; “BUYER-TEXAS-1969” top; “P” and 4 to
5 numbers; beneath the serial is the dealership name; NOTE! The P number is the
dealer’s number so there can be hundreds of plates with the same number for any
given year

1980 red/white; cardboard; 11" x 6"; “BUYER-TEXAS” top; “P” 00A serial
format; name of the dealership is below the serial number, “USE ON MOTOR
VEHICLE ONLY” over “DATE SOLD +plus town name; 5 lines
of information across the bottom
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Charitable Organizational Tag

issued by dealers for a vehicle on loan to a charitable organization

green/white; cardboard; 11" x 6"; “TEXAS DEALER” top over “P”00000A serial
which is the assigned dealer’s number; in the center is the dealership name over
“USE ON TRAVEL TRAILER BY CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION”; at the
bottom are 5 lines of pertinent information

City Bus

1948  yellow/black; “CITY BUS” bottom; “TEXAS-48" top; “S” over “C” and 2
to 4 numbers serial format; same size as 1946-1952 passenger plates

1950 yellow/black; 1948 format

1951 black/orange; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2"; “CITY BUS” bottom; “Y” over a letter
left; 0000 serial format; “TEXAS - 51” top

1953  black/orange; “TEXAS | 53 I” top; “CITY BUS” bottom; “8” over “C” and
2 to 4 numbers serial NOTE! Same format used following years
1954 yellow/black 1955 black/orange

1956  yellow/black; “CITY BUS” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I’ top; “C” inside serial
and probably in 2nd position

1958  white/black; “CITY BUS” bottom; “TEXAS | 58 I’ top; “9W” 0000 serial
format

1959 colors uncertain; “CITY BUS” bottom

1962  white/black; “CITY BUS” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “62” top right; “U”*0000
serial format

1964  white/black; “CITY BUS” bottom; “64” top left; “TEXAS” top; “U” and
star and 3 to 4 numbers

1965  black/white; “CITY BUS” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “65” top right “U” and
star and 3 to 4 numbers NOTE! This format verified for 1965 through 1974

1966 white/black 1968 white/black 1969 black/refl white

1970 blue/refl white 1972 green/refl white 1973 black/refl white

1974 red/refl white

1979  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “CITY BUS” top; “T” prefix and 5 digit
serial bloc T 100000 to T19999
1985 black/yellow sticker
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1991 blue & red/refl white; “T” 10 - 000 to “T” 19-999 verified; red “TEXAS”
over blue “CITY BUS” top flanked by sticker boxes

Civil Air Patrol

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of DLO1BC to DLL99BH verified; red
“TEXAS WING CIVIL AIR PATROL” bottom; red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker
boxes

CM = Commercial

1925 black/mustard yellow; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1925” vertical right; 2
numbers and “COM?” vertical with a star inside the “0” and 3 numbers

1926  black/antique white; “TEX 26” vertical right; small “C” over “M” left; 00-
000 serial format with encircled star

1927 dark green/greenish white; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS” vertical right;
vertical “COM” with a star inside the “O” used as a serial separator

1928  white/dark brown; “TEX 28” vertical right; “FRONT” or “REAR” vertical
left; “C” over a number over “M” used as serial separator in the center; numbers
verified are “17, “27, “3”, & “4” and are weight classes; only year weight classes
appeared on Texas plates

1929 black/orange; “C” over a star over “M” in center as serial separator;
“FRONT” or “REAR?” vertical left; “TEXAS 1929 bottom

1930  dark yellow/dark blue; 14" x 5"; “TEXAS-1930" top; “FRONT” or “REAR”
vertical left; 6 digit serial with vertical “C*M” before the last 3 digits; 4,5, & 6 digit
plates known

1931 black/white; 13" x 5"; “TEX” vertical over “31” right; 4,5, or 6 numbers
with “C*M?” vertical before the last 3 NOTE! Plates 1931 through 1937 are 13" x
5"

1932 green/dark yellow; “TEXAS-1932” bottora; 1931 serial format; gray green
primer on back as do all 1933 plates

1933  white/maroon; “C*M” vertical before the last 3 digits; “TEXAS-1933” top
NOTE! Same format following years
1935 green/gray 1937 black/orange

1934  orange/black; “C*M” vertical separator; “TEXAS - 1934 bottom NOTE!
Same format following years
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1936 light mustard yellow/dark aqua (284,573)
1938 orange/black; 12-7/8" x 5-3/4"; (318,984)
1935 green/gray; 13" x 5"; 37 format; (257,568)

1937 black/orange; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS - 1937 top; 000-000 with “C*M” vertical
as separator; (313,343)

1939  dark purple/light green; 41 format; had a 2-step debossed border (335,568)

1940  yellow-orange/black; 13" x 6"; “C*M” vertical inside serial in 3rd or 4th
position; “19 TEXAS 40” top; (354,686)

1941  black/yellow-orange; “C*M” vertical before last 3 digits; “TEXAS 1941~
top; (355,356)

1942  black/yellow orange; “C*M” vertical before last 3 digits; “TEXAS-42”
bottom; (300,634)

1943  yellow orange/black tab; “MA” to “MZ” stacked left followed by serial
number; “43” stacked right; “TEXAS” bottom; tabs issued for front & back plates:
(282,144)

1944  cream yellow/light green tab; tab same as passenger tab for 1944 with “MA”
to “MZ”, early “N” and “RK?” letters used; (300,634) NOTE! Series continued
under Truck starting in 1945

Commercial Replacement

Issued for truck, truck tractor, & trailer through 1962; commercial plates stopped in
1943 so there were no commercial replacements for those plates;
1955-1961 odd years black/green 1956-1962 even years black/red

issued for truck, truck tractor, 10-18 trailer & 18 - 32 trailer beginning in 1963
1963 red/white 1963 yellow/black

Combination

Issued to trucks with carrying capacity >1 ton and operated in connection with a
semitrailer with gross weight > 6,000 lbs; the semitrailer would display a token
trailer plate
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1972 green/refl white; “COMBINATION” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “72” top right;
JOO*000 serial format; began at J-100; star separator on 4 & 5 digit plates NOTE!
Same format following years

1973 black/refl white 1974 red/refl white

1975 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “Combination” top; “19” top left; “75” top
right; 2AA*000 serial beginning at 2AA-10 with star separator;

NOTE! Same format following years

1976 green/refl white; had either star separator or state outline separator

1977 red/refl white; with state outline separator

1979 blue/refl white; 75 format except debossed “MAR” & “79” top corners;
serial bloc 2AA 10 to 2ZZ 999; map separator

NOTE! 1980 to 1986 same format as 1979

1980 green/refl white 1981 red/refl white 1982 blue /refl white
1983 green/refl white 1984 red/refl white 1985 blue/refl white
1986 red & blue/refl white; red “TEXAS” top; “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986”
screened red bottom; all serials now 6 digit beginning with 001

1987 86 color & format except “87” top right

1988  blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over “COMBINATION” top flanked
by debossed “MAR?” left & “**” right

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 2A A 001 to 2Z7Z 999 verified with state

outline separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “COMBINATION” top flanked by sticker
sites with “MAR” top left and last two digits of year top right

Combination Replacement

1973  blue/refl white; format same as Combination regular plate but serial format
in K90-000 to K99-999 series

1974  green/refl white; serial verified is K90-320

1975  Austin records show allotment to counties beginning at 2ZA-10 but none
are known in collections

Common Carrier - R.R. Commission

1934-35 light/dark; “COMMON*CARRIER” top; “R.R. COMM.*TEXAS”
bottom; serial center flanked on left by “SEPT” over “1” over “34” and on right by
“AUG” over “31” over “35”

1936-37 green/orange; 13" x 5"; “COMMON*CARRIER” top; “R.R.

COMM . *TEXAS” bottom; 0000 serial format; “SEPT” over “1” over “36” left;
“AUG” over “31” over “37” right
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Conservation

1963  black/white; “CONSERVATION” bottom; “TEXAS” top and “63” top right;
serial 00S*000 beginning at 12S*10; always star separator after the “S”;

1964  white/black; “CONSERVATION” bottom; “64” top left; “TEXAS” top; 00
“S”*000 serial format

1965 black/white; 63 format

1967  black/white; “CONSERVATION” top; “TEXAS 67 bottom; “S” letter in
3rd position & star separator in 4th position NOTE! This format verified from
1966 through 1974; colors always same as passenger plates

1975  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “CONSERVATION” top; “S” in 3rd position
in 6 digit serials; “19” upper left and “75” upper right; NOTE! Same format for

following years:
1976 green/refl white 1977 red/ref]l white

1979-85 Same format as 1975 except that the dates have been replaced by
debossed “MAR” upper left and debossed “79” upper right; serial bloc 12S 10 to
99S 999; colors same as personalized plates

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 1987 color and format

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 12S-10 to 99S 999 is verified with map
separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “CONSERVATION” top flanked by “MAR”
and last 2 digits of year

Consular Official

first verified in 1956

1960s red/natural aluminum; “CONSULAR” top; “OFFICIAL” bottom; “TEX”*000
serial;

undated blue/white; “CONSULAR” top; “OFFICIAL” bottom; “TEX”*00 serial;
#88 verified; pictured with a 1974 sticker top left corner

1975 black/white; “CONSULAR” over “OFFICIAL” top; sticker wells upper
corners with “75” in right corner; “TEX” and star + 3 numbers; serial bloc+ TEX
10 to TEX 999

1976  white/blue sticker; “TEX” vertical and star left; “CONSULAR” bottom
left; serial number over “76” right
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1977 white/red sticker; slanted “77” left; serial number over “TEX” over
“CONSULAR?” right

1979  March sticker upper left; black/gold “79” sticker upper right; 76 format

1980  sticker same color & design as passenger stickers except for “CONSULAR”
under the star

1981 sticker same color & design as passenger sticker except “CONSULAR”
under the “81”

1982  “82” sticker on 75 base; sometime in 1982 new plates were reissued but
using the old numbers; the only difference was that the state outline replaced the
star

1983  “83” sticker on 75 or 82 bases

1984  “84” sticker on 82 bases

1985 black/yellow sticker on above base; sticker has “85” over “CONSULAR”

left & a star over “TEXAS” right; discontinued in 1985 & replaced by U.S. Govt.
issue

Contract Carrier

1933-34 brownish maroon/white; “*R.R. COMM.8 TEXAS*” top over
“CONTRACT CARRIER”; 4 digit serial flanked by wide-set stars; “9-17 over
stacked “33” left; “8-31” over stacked “34” right

Cotton Vehicle

c1991 blue & red/refl white; “CO”0-00"V” serial format with red state outline
separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “COTTON VEHICLE” top flanked by sticker
boxes
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Dealer

1917-30 “D” prefix; (usually issued in groups of 5 with the same number)
1917-20 white/dark blue; “TEX” vertical right; undated base
1920 white/black or dark aqua; small “D” prefix; olive primer back
1921 white/dark green; “D” 0000 serial format; “TEX” over “1921” right
1922 black/yellow orange; “TEX” over “1922” right
1923 black/cream-white; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1923” vertical right; star
separator
1924 white/maroon; 23 format
1925 white/black
1926 black/green; “TEX 26” vertical right; star separator
1927 white/black; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS” vertical right
1928 white/dark brown; “TEX 28 vertical right; D 0*000
1929 dark red/cream-white; D 0*000; “TEXAS 1929” bottom
1930 black/green; *D 000*; “TEXAS 1930” top

1931 green/white; “D” over “R” left; “TEX” vertical over horizontal “31” right;
0-000 with small star separator

1932  dark red/cream-white; 13" x 5"; “D” over “R” & serial flanked by stars or
0*000 serial format; “TEXAS - 1932” bottom

1933  white/green; “D” over “R” left; serial flanked by stars; “TEXAS - 1933”
top; gray-green primer back

1934  white/black; “D” over “R” left; 0*000; “TEXAS - 1934 bottom

1935 black/green; “D” over “R” left; 0*000; “TEXAS - 1935” top

1936  dark red/light mustard yellow; “D” over “R” prefix; “TEXAS - 1936” bottom
1937  cream/maroon

1938 black/cream yellow;

1939 dark purple/canary yellow; “D” over “R” and star prefix; “TEXAS - 1939”
top; on a 2 digit plate stars flank the serial

1940 yellow/blue; “D” over “R” left; 0*000; “19 TEXAS 40 top;
1941 black/yellow orange; “D” over “R” left

1942  black/yellow orange; “D” over “R” left;
1943 yellow-orange/black tab 1944 cream yellow/green tab
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1945  black/yellow-orange; 10 -1/3" x 6"; “DEALER” bottom (first year for this
legend); “TEXAS - 45” top; 2 (SA verified) stacked letters left and up to 4 digit
serial

1949  black/yellow; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2" ; 2 stacked letters (SJ verified) 0000 serial
format; “DEALER” top; “TEXAS - 49” bottom

1950  yellow/black; “TEX - 50” top; “DEALER” bottom; 2 stacked letters (SJ
verified) left and 2-4 numbers; NOTE! Same format following years: 1951 black/
yellow orange; stacked “YS” verified

1952 yellow/black; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2"; “DEALER” bottom; “TEXAS | 52 I” top;
“8” over a letter left and 2 to 4 numbers; (“J” and “K” verified) NOTE! Same

format following years:
1953 black/orange 1954 yellow/black 1955 black/orange

1956  yellow/black; “DEALER” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I’ top; number-letter + 2-
4 numbers; if 5 characters space between 2nd & 3rd; if 6 characters then all run
together;

1957  black/white; “DEALER” bottom; “TEXAS | 57 I” top; 0A*0000 serial
format NOTE! Same format following years
1958 white/black 1959 black/white 1960 white/black

1961  black/white; “DEALER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “61” top right; “P”*0000
or “P”00*000 serial formats NOTE! Same format following years
1963 black/white 1965 black/white 1966 white/black

1962 white/black; “DEALER” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “62” bottom right;
“P”*0000 serial format; digits

1964  white/black; “DEALER” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “64” bottom left; serial -
“P” 0*000

1967-74 colors same as passenger; “DEALER” top; “TEXAS” bottom; last
2 numbers of date bottom right; “P” + star + 4 numbers or “P” + 2 numbers + star +
3 numbers; lowest number is P 4000; 4000 to 39-999 are for the dealer himself; if a
dealer wants extra plates these are issued in the range of P40,000 to P99,999

1975 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “DEALER” top; “19” top left; “75” top
right; serial format as 1967 - 74

1976  green/refl white; 75 format except sate outline separator;
1977  red/refl white; 76 format

1978 possibly no plate was issued
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1979-85 colors same as personalized plates; “MAR” top left; “79” top right
(or “80” etc.); “TEXAS” over “DEALER” top; series format same as 1967-74

1986  blue & red/refl white; “MAR” top left & “86” top right with red “TEXAS”
top; red screened “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom; white/red 6-1/4" x
3/4" sticker between the sticker boxes with “MOTOR VEHICLE DEALER” over
“PLATE FOR USE ON MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY”; debossed “86” top right &
“MAR?” top left; serial format is 1D1-111 with state outline separator

1987  blue & red/refl white; 86 format except for “87” top right
1991  blue & red/refl white; serial bloc 1D-2000 to 9D-9999 with map separator;
red “TEXAS” top flanked by “MAR?” top left and last two digits of year top right;

white/red 6-1/4" x 3/4" sticker between the sticker boxes with “MOTOR VEHICLE
DEALER” over “PLATE FOR USE ON MOTOR VEHICLE ONLY”;

Dealer Demonstration

for vehicles being transported from one dealership to another or demonstration

1967  black/white; cardboard; 11" x 5-1/2"; “TEXAS DEALER 1967 top; “P”
prefix + 4 numerals; dealership name beneath serial

1979  black/white; cardboard; 11" x 6"; “MAR TEXAS DEALER 79” top “P”
prefix + up to 5 numeral; dealership name & address beneath serial

1980-86 black/white; cardboard; 11" x 6"; format same as earlier years but

no dates NOTE! Printed by private companies & all plates for any given dealership
have the same number

Disaster

1962

1963  black/white; “DISASTER” top; “63” bottom left; “TEXAS” bottom; “12D”-
00 serial format

1964  white/black; “DISASTER” top; “TEXAS” bottom; 12D*10-99D*999

1979  blue/white; “TEXAS” over “DISASTER” top; 12D 10 - 99 D 999; “MAR”
upper left; “79” upper right

1981 79 format
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1984  red/refl white; with/red boxes debossed in upper corners; “MAR” left and
“84” right; state outline separator in 4th position; “TEXAS” over “DISASTER”
top; “12 D” - 000 serial format

1985 blue/refl white; 84 format

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 84 format

1987 86 format

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc 12D-10 to 99D-999 verified with map

separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “DISASTER” top flanked by month and year
sticker sites

Exempt Machinery (Non-motorized)

1991 no details on this type but in 1991 serial block of 900-000 to 9990-999
verified & 100,000 registered all are singles - no pairs

Exempt

1932 green/gray; “TEXAS - 1932” bottom; “X”0-000 serial format with star
separator

1933 white/black; “X” 0-000 serial format; “TEXAS - 1933” top
1934 maroon/white

1935  white/black; “X”0-000 serial format with star separator; “TEXAS - 1935~
top

1936 cream/maroon; “TEXAS - 1936” bottom; “X”’ and 2 numbers, star separator
and three numbers; (12,365)

1937 maroon/dove gray; 13" x 4-7/8"; “TEXAS - 1937 top; “X°00*000 serial
format (17,172)

1938  ivory/black; 36 format; (18,403)

1939  yellow/black; 13-1/8" x 5-7/8"; “TEXAS 1939” top; “SX”0*000 serial
format; (20,199)

1940  bluish purple/yellow; (20,283)
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1941  black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS 1941 top; either “X” or “S” over “X” prefix;
0-000 or 00-000 serial formats with star separators; (20,756)
NOTE! The “S” over “X” prefix indicates State use (earliest verified use of prefix)

1942  black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS - 42” bottom; stacked “XS” or “X” 00*000
serial format; (19,174)

1943 yellow-orange/black tab; stacked “X”A left; stacked “43” right; serial over
“TEXAS” center; (18,472)

1944  cream-yellow/light green tab; “X” A top; serial center; “TEX 44” diagonally
on bottom; (18,934)

1945  black/yellow-orange; (20,233)

1946 cream/black; “TEXAS - 46” top; “X” over second letter left and serial up
to four digits; “EXEMPT” bottom; (21,500)

1947  white/black; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; “EXEMPT” top; 2 stacked letters left, first
of which may be “X”; “TEXAS - 47” bottom

1948-56 black/aluminum; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; “TEXAS” top; “X” over second
letter (probably “S” or “A”) left; first batch made with 4 slots and latter issues made
with 4 screw holes. NOTE! All exempt plates from 1948 to the present are still
valid. Numbers have increased over the years. Die styles have changed similar to
passenger dies. Exempt non-motorized vehicles (machinery, trailers, etc.) have all
been observed with numbers in the 900-000 series

1956-60 black/aluminum; “TEXAS” top; “EXEMPT” bottom; 14456-24085

1961-62 black/aluminum; wide “TEXAS” top; “EXEMPT” bottom; 32312-
62662 and 78*027 -114*823

1963-68 black/aluminum; narrow “TEXAS” top; “EXEMPT” bottom;
128*601-146*545; small star

1968  black/aluminum; 63-68 format with larger star separator

1968  black/refl white; 68 format with wide “TEXAS” top & large star; 166*933-
248*030

1974  black/refl white; small “TEXAS” over “EXEMPT” top; 250*640-284*896

1975 black/dull refl white; 74 format with poor quality state outline separator;
285-194 - 320-084

1976  black/bright refl white; 74 format with better state outline separator; 322-
080-425-124
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c1991 blue/refl white; serial bloc of 10 to 899-000 verified with map separator;
“TEXAS” over “EXEMPT” top flanked by sticker boxes;

Exempt Motorcycle

1942 black/yellow-orange; “M” over “C” + large “X”, dash & up to 4 digits;
“TEXAS - 42” bottom; M/C X 169 verified

1943  yellow-orange tab; 4" x 1"; embossed “TEXAS” bottom; “43” stacked right;
“ZX” stacked left followed by serial number - ZX 92 verified

although existence confirmed circa 1964, exact colors and format not known; X/Y
10 - X/Y 9999

1966  white/black; “MOTORCYCLE” top; “19 TEXAS 66 bottom; “X0000
serial format; X3933 verified

undated black/white; “TEXAS” top; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; XY4536 serial
verified

1991  black/refl white; 7" x 4"; “TEX” horizontal at top left center; serial bloc of
XY-10 to XY-9999 verified; “EXEMPT” bottom

Factory Delivery

valid for 30 days for new vehicles only

black/white; cardboard; “TEXAS” top over 00000 “W” serial format; in the center
are blocs for writing in effective dates; across the bottom is “TEMPORARY
LICENSE PLATE FOR DELIVERY OF NEW VEHICLE” over “VALID ONLY
WHEN COMPLETELY FILLED OUT”

Farm

1934  green/gray; 12-7/8" x 5"; “FARM” slanted downward as serial separator
with a star above and below the “R” in Farm; 00-000 serial format; “TEXAS -
1934” bottom

1935 black/orange; 13" x 5"; A0-000,00-000 serial formats with “FARM” slanted
downward as serial separator and a star above and below the “R”; “TEXAS - 1935”
top;

1936  black/gray; 34 format with AQ-000 serial format
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1937  orange/black; 13" x 5"; “TEXAS - 1937” top; two numbers, or two letters,
or one number with one letter followed by “FARM” slanted vertically and flanked
by stars

1938  black/orange; 13" x 5-3/4"; “TEXAS - 1938” bottom; 1934 serial format

1939  white/maroon; 13" x 5-7/8"; “TEXAS 1939” top; 00-000 serial with
“FARM” vertical as separator

1940 black/canary yellow; “19 TEXAS 40” top; 39 format
1941  black/yellow orange; 39 format

1942  black/yellow-orange; “TEXAS-42” bottom; 000-000 with vertical “FARM”
as separator

1943  yellow-orange/black passenger format tab on 42 base; first letter on the left
in “R”; “43” vertical right

1944  cream-yellow/green passenger format tab on 42 base; “44” vertical right;
43 tab format NOTE! This series discontinued after 1944 and was replaced by the
Farm Truck series

Farm Trailer

1961 black/white; “FARM TRAILER” top; “TEXAS 61 bottom; 6 digit serial
with “F” in 3rd position & 1/4" star separator NOTE! Design probably same thru
1965 except for 1964

1963  black/white; 61 format; 00"F’*000 serial format

1964  white/black; “FARM TRAILER” top; “64” bottom left; “TEXAS” bottom;
serial - 00T*000

1966-74 colors same as passenger; “FARM TRAILER” top; “TEXAS”
bottom; “66” etc., bottom right; serial = 2 numbers beginning at “12” + “T” or “F”
+ star + 2 or 3 numbers

1968 white/black

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “FARM TRAILER?” top; sticker boxes
upper corners; 00T-000 serial format with star separators

1976  white/refl blue sticker; “FARM TRL” sticker

1977  colors uncertain; letter “C” started in place of “T” & “F”; star changed to
state outline between 26C & 47C; regular passenger sticker used on 75 base
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1978 “MAR” & “79” stickers on 75 base

1979-81 black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “FARM TRAILER” top; 6 digit
serial with “F” in 3rd position; revalidated with regular passenger stickers thru
1986 at least; serial blocs

1) 12F 10 to 99F-999 2) 12T-10 to 99T-999  3) 12C 10 to 99C-999

2) 12A10t0 99A-999 5) 100-A12 & up starting in 1983

3) 100-C00 & up

1986  blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; red screened “TEXAS” over
“FARM TRAILER” top; serial bloc 100-A64 to 999-A90; Beginning with 100-
C36 the dates & “SESQUICENTENNIAL” removed

1991 Dblue & red/refl white; serial blocs verified as follows: 12F-10 to 99F-999;
12T-10 to 99T-999; 12C-10 to 99C-999; 12A-10 to 99A-999; 100-A12-999-A99;
100-C12 t0 999-C99; 1000-F12 to 999-F99; 100-T12 to 999-T99, and BBB-B01 to
BXS-M99; (all vowels & Q omitted); red “TEXAS” over blue “FARM TRAILER”
top flanked by month and year sticker sites

Farm Trk Trac

1948  yellow/black; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; “FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Bottom; “TEXAS
- 48” top; 2 stacked letters + 2-4 numbers; “V” confirmed as first letter

1949  black/orange; 10-1/2" x 7-1/2"; “FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Top; “TEXAS-
49” bottom; “V” over letter left + up to 4 digits

1951  black/orange; ‘FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Bottom; “TEXAS - 51" top; “V”
over 2nd letter left + 2-4 digits

1952  yellow/black; 10-3/8" x 6-5/8"; stacked number over letter +2-4 digits; “9”
1s confirmed number;

1953  black/orange; “FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Bottom; “TEXAS | 53 I’ top; “9”
over “L” left + 2 to 4 numbers NOTE! Same format following years:
1954 yellow/black 1955 black/orange

1956  yellow/black; “FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I” top;
“OL” + up to 4 digits

1959  black/white; “FARM TRUCK TRAC.” Bottom; “TEXAS 159 1” top; serial
= “OA”, star, and up to 4 digits

1960  white/black; 59 format
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1966  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “66” top right; “FARM TRK TRAC” bottom;
“L” + star +2 - 4 numbers NOTE! Same format following years

1968 white/black 1969 black/refl white 1971 black/refl white

1972 green/refl white

1974  red/refl white; “FARM TRK TRAC” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “74” top right;
“ZZ” + star +2-4 numbers

1975  black/white; “TEXAS” over “FARM TRK TRAC” top flanked by sticker
boxes with “75” in right; serial is “T” + 2 numbers the 1st of which is always “2” +
star + 3 numbers; star changed to state outline sometime in 11/1981; when T29-999
was reached the serial changed to T40-000

1976 “FARM TRK TRAC” sticker 1977 regular “77” sticker

1978 “MAR” & “79” stickers 1979-86 regular stickers

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of T20-000 to T29-999 and T40-000 to
T59-999 verified with red map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “FARM TRK
TRAC” top flanked by sticker boxes

Farm Truck

1945 black/orange; 10-1/8" x 5-3/4"; “FARM TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS-45"
top; 2 stacked letters left top one of which is “R” + 2-4 numbers

NOTE! During the period of 1945 to 1960 the 2 stacked letters or number-letter
indicated the class - such as trucks, etc. The code system not known; same format
used following years; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2" on subsequent issues after 1945

1946 white/black 1948 yellow/black 1950 yellow/black

1951 black/gold-orange

1947  white/black; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2"; “FARM TRUCK” top; “TEXAS-47” bottom;
45 serial format

1949  black/gold orange; 47 format

1952  yellow/black; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2"; “TEXAS | 52 I” top; ‘FARM TRUCK’
bottom; “5” or “6” over a letter left + 2-4 numbers

NOTE! Same format following years

1953 black/orange; 10-1/2" x 6" 1954 yellow/black; 10-5/8" x 6"

1956 yellow/black; “5” + a “B” or “R” + 2-4 digits; “FARM TRUCK” bottom;
“TEXAS 1 56 I top

1957 black/white; 56 format but the first 2 digits are thinner permitting star
separator after the 1st two digits

NOTE! Same format following years:

1958 white/black; 1st number is now “6” 1959 black/white

1960 white/black
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1961  black/white; “FARM TRUCK?” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “61” top right; “8”
+ letter, star, & 2-4 digits

1962  white/black; “FARM TRUCK” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “62” bottom right;
serial format = “8” + letter + star + 2-4 digits

NOTE! Numbering systems remained “8A” - “8Z” through 1984; 1965-74 colors
same as passenger; 62 format; In 1967 some plates were made in the “9E” system
which may have been replacements; in 1962 black/white plates in 9A series may
also have been replacements (9A*5650)

1964 white/black; “64” bottom left 1965 black/white

1966 white/black 1967 black/white 1968 white/black

1969 black/refl white 1974 red/refl white

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “FARM TRUCK’ top; sticker boxes upper
corners with “75” upper right; “1” + 2 letters + star + 2-3 numbers; star changed to
state outline sometime between 1ML-387 & 1MN-000; base revalidated with annual
stickers

1976 “FARM TRUCK” sticker 1977 regular sticker

1978 “MAR” & “79” stickers 1979-86 regular stickers

NOTE! In 1986 1Z7-999 reached & system changed to 100-A1A etc.

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base with red “TEXAS” over “FARM
TRUCK?” top; serial bloc was 1ZK-010 to 1ZX-010; Beginning with serial 100-
AIlA the dates & “SESQUICENTENNIAL” were dropped leaving the red state
outline & red screened “TEXAS”

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial blocs of 1AA-10to 1Z2J-999, 1ZA-010to 1ZZ-
999 and 100 - A1A to 999-Z1Z verified with red map separator; red “TEXAS” over
blue “FARM TRUCK?” top flanked by sticker boxes

Fertilizer Truck

1978  red/white; white/red debossed upper corner boxes with “MAR” left & “78”
right; “TEXAS” over “FERTILIZER TRK” top; two numbers + “B” = map + 3
numbers; (one of few dated 1978 plates in Texas)

1979 serial blocs = 12B-10 to 99B-9

NOTE! Same format used following years: 1980 green/refl white 1981 red/refl
white

1985  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “FERTILIZER TRUCK?” top center;
debossed “85” top right & “MAR” top left; serial format 00B-000

1986  blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 85 format NOTE! Same
color & format used 1987

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc 12B-10 to 99B-999 verified with map

separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “FERTILIZER TRK” top flanked by “MAR”
left and last two digits of year
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Fire-related Plates

Firefighter

1984  black & red/refl white; red “TEXAS VOL” over “FIREFIGHTER” top
flanked by stickers boxes; serial 7AA-000 with “7” constant & letters AA, AB, et;
revalidated with regular passenger stickers

1991  black/refl white; 7AA-000 serial format with map separator; “TEXAS VOL”
over “FIREFIGHTER” top flanked by sticker boxes

Professional Firefighter

c1995 blue, violet, & red/refl white; violet “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes;
violet “PROFESSIONAL FIREFIGHTER” bottom; red Maltese Cross logo left
with initials of the Firefighter’s organization in the arms; verified serial is FJ70RF
all screened except serial

Foreign Organization

issued to representatives of the Taiwan Government

1995 no details

Forestry Vehicle

c1993 blue & red/refl white; red “FORESTRY VEHICLE” bottom; red “TEXAS”
flanked by “MAR” and last 2 digits of year, “FC”00AA serial format

Gulf Shrimp

1963  white/black; “TEXAS GULF SHRIMP” top; “EXP. 8-31-63" bottom

1964  whitefred

1971  white/refl green; “GULF SHRIMP” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “EXP” vertical
left; “8” over “31” over “71” right

NOTE! Same format used following years

1972 black/refl white 1974 white/refl green 1976 black/refl white
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1979  white/refl blue; “TEXAS” over “GULF SHRIMP” top; “EXP” vertical left;
“8” over “31” over “79” right

NOTE! Same format following years

1980 black/refl lemon yellow 1982 black/refl tan 1983 black/refl white
1984 white/refl blue 1985 white/refl orange 1986 white/refl green

Handicapped-Related Plates
Disabled

only vanity plates are issued with the phrase “DISABLED” on them

1984  red/refl white; “TEXAS” over “DISABLED” top; “MAR” debossed upper
left and “84” debossed upper right

1985  blue/refl white; presumably 1984 format used

Handicapped

1976  black/refl white; passenger series; special sticker attached; sticker has “TEX”
vertical left; “DISABLED” bottom left; star separator; serial with “W” suffix top
right; “76” bottom right

1977 777 slanted left; serial with “WA” suffix over “TEX” over “DISABLED”
right

1978 “TEX” vertical left; star over “DISABLED” center; serial with “WB” suffix
over “78” right

1979 78 format with “WC” suffix

1981 sticker on above base; “81” over “DISABLED?” left; serial with “WE”
suffix over star over “TEXAS”

1982  black/yellow “82” sticker; wheelchair logo over “DISABLED” left; serial
with “WF” suffix over “TEXAS” over “82”

1983  white/red “83” sticker on above base; 82 format
1984 82 type sticker on above base with “WH” suffix on serial
1985 black/yellow 82 type sticker on above base

1986  white/red 82 type sticker on above base
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1987  white/green, §2 format with “WL” suffix;
NOTE! This is the last year that Disabled stickers appeared on passenger bases;
henceforth special base as described below used

1986  blue & red/refl white; serial format 1AA-AA with the wheelchair logo as
the serial separator; red screened “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; revalidated
with passenger stickers starting with 1986 white/red sticker; numbers in serial go
from 1 to 9; letters A,E, I, O, Q, & U not used

NOTE! Plates with “DISABLED” on them are vanity plates

1987  all refl white/green sticker - see 87 above

1991  serial bloc of 1BB-BB to 9ZZ-ZZ (vowels and Q omitted)

Handicapped Motorcycle

? blue/refl white; 7 x 4; AO-OA serial format with wheelchair logo separator;
stacked “TX” top center flanked by month and year sticker sites

Honorary Consul

1986 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “HONORARY CONSUL”
top flanked by debossed “JUN” left & “86” right; red “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL
1986” bottom,; serial 9AA-000 with “9” constant

1987  blue & red/refl white; 86 format

1991  blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 9AA-001 to 9AA-200 verified with
map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “HONORARY CONSUL” top flanked by
“MAR” and last two digits of year

House Trailer

1948  orange/black; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS-48” top; “T” + 2nd
letter stacked left + 2-4- digits; 2nd letter may be constant “R”;

NOTE! Same format following years

1950 yellow/black 1951 black/orange

1949  black/orange; “HOUSE TRAILER” top; “TEXAS-49” bottom; “T” over
“R” left + 2-4 digits

1951 black/orange; 10 4/8 x 6 5/8; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS-51"
top; “T” over a letter + 2-4 numbers; “T” over “T” confirmed

1952  yellow/black; “TEXAS | 521 top; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “9” over
A left + 2 to 4 numbers
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1953 black/orange; 10-5/8" x 6"; 52 format

1954  colors uncertain; 52 format but “9” over “C”; letter is probably serial - A,
B, C, etc.

1955 black/orange; 54 format

1956 yellow/black; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 |” top; 6 digit
serial with last 1st two “9C”

1957  black/white; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS | 57 I” top; “9” + letter
+ star + 2 to 4 digits
NOTE! Same format following years: 1959 black/white 1960 white/black

1964  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “64” top left; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom;
“M”, star, 2 to 4 numbers then “M” + 2 numbers + star + 3 numbers

1965 black/white; “HOUSE TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top + “65” top right;
64 serial format; when M99-999 reached in 1971 went to 000*00M

NOTE! This format verified 1961 to 1971 except 1964

1961 black/white 1962 white/black; with “M?”, star, & 2-5 digit serial
1967 black/white 1972 green/white; used both “M” & “N” in serial
1973-74 began with “L” & then used “M” in serial

NOTE! In 1975 type changed to Travel Trailer

Indian Tribes

Ysleta del Sur Pueblo

1992  dark blue/refl white; “YSLETA DEL SUR PUEBLO” top; eagle and feathers
logo left center; 000 serial format; NOTE! these are tax exempt plates; no other
kinds issued

In Transit

1942  dark/light; “TEXAS” over “42” left; “IN TRANSIT” bottom; only sample
with 000 known; may be prototype

1956 light/dark; “IN TRANSIT” bottom; 8E 280 verified; “TEXAS |56 I” top
1962  white/black; 67 format

1964  white/black; “64” top left; “TEXAS” top; “IN TRANSIT” bottom; “V”"*000
serial format

148 The History of Texas License Plates — 80th Anniversary Edition



1967  black/white; “IN TRANSIT” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “67” top right; “V”,
star, & 3 digits

1968  white/black; 67 format

1979-85 “TEXAS” over “IN TRANSIT” top; serial blocs = 100 V to 99999
V; “MAR?” top left & “79” top right (or “80” etc) colors same as vanity plates for
same years; serial probably never reached >999

1985  blue/refl white

1986 red & blue/refl white; 79 format except red screened “TEXAS” top & red
screened “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986” bottom

1987 86 colors & format except “87” top right
1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 100-V to 99999-V verified; red

“TEXAS” over blue “IN TRANSIT” top flanked by “MAR” and last two digits of
the year

Law Enforcement Related Plates

Peace Officer

given to families of police officers killed or severely injured in the line of duty
1995  dark blue & red/refl white; yellow rose over an image of the badge left; red

“TEXAS” top with “TO PROTECT AND SERVE” immediately beneath;
NOTE! available to light trucks also and may be personalized

Log Loader
c1991 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “LOG LOADER” top flanked
by month and year sticker sites; “L”00-00A serial format with red map separator

Machinery

1950 yellow/black; “MACHINERY” bottom; “TEXAS - 50” top; 2 stacked letters
left (perhaps “S: over “T” + 2-4 digits but stacked SS also verified

1962  white/black; “MACHINERY” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “62” bottom right;
00"M”*000 serial format
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1965  black/white; “MACHINERY” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “65” bottom right;
16M, star, & 3 digits

1969  green/white; 65 format

1970  blue/refl white; “MACHINERY” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “70” bottom right;
O0M, star, 3 digits; first 2 numbers may be “36”

1971  black/refl white; 70 format

1972 green/refl white; “MACHINERY” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “72” bottom
right; 12M-10 to 12M-999, then 13M-10 to 13M-999 etc.

NOTE! 72 format used 1966 thru 1974

1973 black/refl white 1974 red/refl white

1975-86 black/white; “TEXAS” over “MACHINERY” top; sticker wells
top corners with “75” etched into right well; 72 serial format; star to state outline
change somewhere between 58M & 64M; ¢1982 99M-999 was reached so serial
became 000-"M”00 beginning with M12; renewed with passenger stickers except
for 1976 when special sticker was used

1991  blue & red/refl white; serial blocs of 12M-10 to 99M-999 and 100-M12 to
999-M99 verified with red map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “MACHINERY”
top flanked by month and year sticker sites

Manufacturer

1962  white/black; “MANUFACTURER” top; “TEST” over “CAR”, star, & 2
numbers; “TEXAS” bottom; “62” bottom right

1963  black/white; “TEST” over “CAR?”, star, & 1-2- digits; “TEXAS” top; “1963”
bottom

1964  white/black; “MANUFACTURER?” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “64” bottom
left; “TEST” over “CAR?” +star left;

1973 dark/light; “MANUFACTURER?” top; “TEXAS 73” bottom; “TEST” over
“CAR” & star separator prefix; NOTE! format same for 1965 to 1974

1977  red/refl white; “TEXAS” over “MANUFACTURER?” top; “19” upper left
corner & “77” upper right corner; “TEST” over “CAR” left followed by 3/4" state
outline separator; NOTE! same design for 1975 & 1976 except for star separator

1979-85 77 format except for “MAR” upper left & 2 digit date upper right
corner; serial bloc=10to 124

1986 blue & red/refl white; red screened “TEXAS” top over blue
“MANUFACTURER?”; red screened “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom
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1987 86 colors & format except “87” top right

1991  blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 6EG010 to 6EH999 verified with map
separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “MANUFACTURER” top flanked by “MAR”
and last 2 digits of year

Mexico 24-Hour Tag

undated red/white single cardboard tag valid for 24 hours; present numbering system
100M to 999999M; “TEXAS” top over the serial; blocks in center for filling in
validation dates; “24-HOUR PERMIT” bottom

Military Related Plates

Armed Forces Reserve

1990 blue & red/refl white; DLO1BJ to DLL99HI verified in 1991; “TEXAS” top;
“ARMED FORCES RESERVE” bottom

Coast Guard Auxiliary

c1993 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” top; red “COAST GUARD
AUXILIARY” bottom; “DL”00AA serial format

Desert Storm

c1991 blue & red/refl white; “DM”0-0AA serial format with map separator;
“DESERT STORM” bottom; “TEXAS” top

Disabled Veteran

1972 red & blue/white; blue “DISABLED VET” bottom; blue “TEXAS” top
flanked by debossed sticker boxes with debossed unpainted “72” in right 1-3/8" x
3/4"; red “DV” + star separator + 4 numbers

1973 white/red sticker on 72 base; “19” + state seal + “73” over serial
number with “DV” prefix

1974 white/blue sticker on 72 base; 73 sticker format

1975 red & blue/white/ red “TEXAS” over “DISABLED VET” top; “DV” + star
prefix and blue serial; sticker navels upper corners with uncolored “75” in right;
DV1001-DV9999; 1001DV-9999DV; 100DV 1-999DV9; DV100A-DV999Z

NOTE! somewhere around DV7000 or DV8000 top left sticker navel was replaced
by embossed box with red “MAR” debossed; somewhere between 6802DV and
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8857DV; star was replaced with map outline; the 1975 base was revalidated with
stickers through at least 1987 as follows:

1976 “TEX” vertical left over “DV™; star center, red serial + blue “S” over “76” right
1977 diagonal “77” left; blue serial and red “SA” over “TEX” over “DV”

1978 no dated 78 sticker issued; “MAR” month sticker and “79” sticker

1979 “TEX” vertical left; star/“DV” center; serial and “SC” over “79” right

1980 79 sticker format

1981 “81” over “DV” left; serial and “SE”/star/“TEXAS” right

1982 79 sticker format 1983 81 sticker format
1984 81 sticker format 1985 black/yellow; 81 sticker format
1986 red; 81 sticker format 1987 green; 81 sticker format

undatedred & blue/refl white; red “TEXAS” over “DISABLED VETERAN” top;
star separator in 4th position; “DV” in fifth and sixth positions in serial; sticker
navels in upper corners NOTE! this is a front plate

1991 blue & red/refl white serial blocs DV-1 to DV-9999, 1-DV to 999-DV, 100-
DV1 to 999-DV1, and DV-100A to DV 999A verified with state outline separator;

red “TEXAS” over red “DISABLED VETERAN” top with white/red “MAR” top
left and sticker box top right

Korea Veteran

c1993 blue & red white; red “KOREA VETERAN” bottom; red “TEXAS” top
flanked by sticker boxes; “DW”00AA serial format

Legion of Valor

issued to anyone receiving the Medal of Honor or Distinguished Service Cross
1995  Recipients of the Navy Cross, Air Force Cross, are eligible

Marine Corps League

? blue & red/refl white; red “MARINE CORPS LEAGUE” bottom; round
logo left followed by “FC”00AA serial format; red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker
boxes

Medal of Honor

1979  red & blue/white; “CONGRESSIONAL” over “MEDAL OF HONOR?” left;
serial bloc 1 to 30

1983  red & blue/refl white; white/red debossed boxes upper left & right with
“MAR” in left & “83” in right; red “TEXAS” top; blue “CONGRESSIONAL”
over “MEDAL OF HONOR?” left; 5/8" letters; map separator

1985 blue & red/refl white; 83 format
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1986  blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 83 format with lettering along
bottom

1987 blue & red/refl white; 86 format

1988  blue & red/refl white; “CONGRESSIONAL” over “MEDAL OF HONOR”,
star and serial; “TEXAS” top flanked by debossed “MAR” left and debossed “88”
right

1991 blue & red/refl white; 1 to 30 verified (only 30 registered);
“CONGRESSIONAL” over “MEDAL OF HONOR” followed by star, and serial;
red “TEXAS” top flanked by white/blue “MAR” and last 2 digits of year

National Guard

1984 red & blue/refl white; white/blue debossed box in upper left corner with
“JUN” imprinted; sticker navel upper right; “TEXAS GUARD” top in blue; red
“G” in 2nd position; 3" minuteman statue in 4th position; white/green sticker; “84”
over “TEXAS GUARD”

black/yellow sticker; 84 format white/red sticker; 84 format

1991 red & blue/refl white; serial bloc of 1G0-001 to 9G9-999 verified with red
minute man separator; blue “TEXAS GUARD” top flanked by white/blue “JUN”
and sticker box top right

Pearl Harbor Survivor

1990 Dblue & red/refl white; red screened “PEARL HARBOR SURVIVOR”
bottom and “TEXAS” top; serial bloc of DK01Z to DL99BB; debossed white/blue
“MAR?” top left; annual sticker top right; verified with a 1991 Disabled sticker

P.O.W.

1979 colors uncertain; serial blocs PW 100A to PW 999A with “A” replaceable
by “B”, “C” etc.; “TEXAS” top embossed; month sticker area flat

1981 blue & red/white; red screened “TEXAS” over “FORMER POW” top; “PW”
prefix + silhouette +3 numbers & blue suffix letter; white/blue “MAR” top left;
renewed with passenger stickers

1991 | blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over “FORMER POW” top; white/
red “MAR” top left; PW-100A to PW-999A with the last letter variable is verified

Purple Heart

1990 blue/refl white; screened “TEXAS” top & “PURPLE HEART” bottom;
screened purple & gold medal logo left center; debossed “SEP” box top left; sticker
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top right; serial blocs as follows are verified; PHIBBB to PH9ZZZ and BBB1PH
to ZZZ9PH (certain offensive letter combinations are omitted such as KKK, LSD)

U.S. Armed Forces Reserve

1991 blue & red/refl white; red “ARMED FORCES RESERVE” bottom; red
“TEXAS” top flanked by white/blue “JUN” top left and sticker box top right;
“DL”00AA serial format

U.S. Army

c1993 dark blue & red/refl white; “U.S. ARMY” bottom; “D” AOOAA serial format;
red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes

U.S. Air Force

c1993 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; red
screened “U.S. AIR FORCE” bottom; verified serial is DD44YS

U.S. Coast Guard

c1993 dark blue & red/refl white; “U.S. COAST GUARD” bottom; red “TEXAS”
top; “D”AOOAA serial format

U.S. Navy

c1993 dark blue/ refl white; “U.S. NAVY” bottom; “D”AO0AA serial format; red
“TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes;

U.S. Marine Corps

c1991 blue & red/refl white; red screened “U.S. MARINE CORPS” bottom and
“TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; verified serial is DD28ZV

Vietnam Veteran

c1991 blue & red/refl white; screened red “TEXAS” top and red “VIETNAM
VETERAN” bottom; sticker boxes top corners; verified serial is DLL19PH (I don’t
[know?]what is constant and what is not)

World War Il Veteran

¢1993 blue & red/refl white; red “WWII VETERAN” bottom; red “TEXAS” top
flanked by sticker boxes; “D”AO0OAA serial format
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Mobile Home

1975  colors same as vanity plates; “TEXAS” over “MOBILE HOME?” top; serial
format = 6AA 10 through 6ZZ 999; “19” upper left; “75” upper right

NOTE! same format following years

1976 green/refl white 1977 red/refl white

1979-81 except “MAR” upper left & 2 digit date upper right/

1982-83 probably same as 1979-81

1984-85 numbering system may have changed due to new moped plate

MOPED

1953  black/orange; “8” over “T” left + 3 digits; “TEX 53” top
NOTE! this plate for a motor scooter is identical to 53 motorcycle plate but is about
1/2 the size.

1983  black/white; m/c-sized plate; “T” over “X” top flanked by sticker wells
containing regular month sticker & special motorcycle/moped year sticker; 6AA-
000 serial format; yellow/black “MOPED” sticker bottom

1985 black/yellow sticker 1987 white/green sticker; bar used for emission testing
1988 black/yellow sticker; bar used for emission testing

1991 black/white; 7" x 4"; serial bloc of 6AA-10 to 6EF-999 verified; yellow/
black sticker bottom with “MOPED” stacked “TX” top flanked by month and year
sticker sites

Motor Bus

1926  yellow/black; “M” over “B” prefix; (4,158)

1927  black/gray; 15" x 5-1/2"; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS” vertical right; “M”
over “B” left + star & 3 number or 1 number, star, & 3 numbers; (3,260)

1928  white/dark brown; “M” over “B” left; star separator on 4-digit plates; “TEX
28" vertical right; (5,850)

1929  white/maroon; “M” over “B”, dash, & up to 4 digits with star separator;
either “FRONT” or “REAR” vertical left; “TEXAS - 1929” bottom; (4,341)

1930  white/green; 29 format except “TEXAS - 1930” top; (1,619)

1931  white/maroon; “M” over “B” left; “TEX” vertical over “31” right; 4 digit
plates have star separator but with a wide space on either side - 1 * 028 e.g.; (1,429)
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1932  white/black; 13" x 5"; “M” over “B” followed by 2 digits-all flanked by a
star; “TEXAS - 1932” bottom; when 4 digits used position of stars is unknown;
(795)

1933 turquoise green/black; “M” over “B” + star + 2 numbers +star; “TEXAS -
1933” top; (671)

1934  white/red; “M” over “B” left; “TEXAS - 1934” bottom; 3-digit serials
flanked by stars; (788)

1935 light gray/dark green; “M” over “B” left; “TEXAS 1935” top; 3-digit serial
flanked by stars; (765)

1936  dark red/gray; “M” over “B”, star, & 3 digits; “TEXAS - 1936” bottom;
859)

1937 light gray/black; 36 format except “TEXAS-1937” top; (882)

1937-38 orange/dark green; “MOTOR*BUS” top; “R.R. COMM. *
TEXAS” bottom; 3 digit serial center; “SEPT” over “1” over “37” left; “AUG”
over “31” over “38” right; (835)

1939  unknown, (818)

1940 yellow/blue; “M” over “B” left; serial flanked by stars; “19 TEXAS 40”
top; (894)

1941 black/yellow-orange; (1,035)

1942  black/yellow-orange; (1,499)
1943 yellow-orange/black tab; (1,713) 1944 cream-yellow/green tab;
(1,833)

1974 red/refl white; “TEXAS” top; “MOTOR BUS” bottom; “74” top right; “T”
+ star + 2 to 4 numbers

1975 black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “MOTOR BUS” top; sticker wells in top
corners; “T” + star + 2 to 4 numbers; “75” debossed in right sticker well

1976 sticker upper left corner 1977 sticker upper right corner

NOTE! there was no 1978 sticker

1979 “MAR?” sticker upper left & “79” sticker upper right; serial blocs=T 10to T

9999
1980-86 stickers in upper right corner revalidate the 75 base;

1984 sticker white/green with “84” followed by star over “TEXAS”
1985 black/yellow sticker

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial blocs of T-10 to T-7107 and T07-108 to T09-
999 verified with red map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “MOTOR BUS” top
flanked by sticker boxes
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Motorcycle

1916  (5000)

1917  white/blue black; up to 4 digits; “TEX” vertical right; 7-3/4" x 3-1/8"; (3468)
1918 dark blue/white round seal identical to passenger but smaller; 5-pointed
star center with “T”, “E”, “X”, “A”, & “S” between the prongs & “1918” inside;
“REGISTERED MOTOR VEHICLE” around the periphery; (2496)

1919 medium blue/white; 3" diameter; 1918 format with “1919” inside star
(reverse colors of passenger) (3889)

1920 white/black sea; (4290)

1921  white/light green; 6" x 3" seal; “REGISTERED MOTOR CYCLE” top;
“TEXAS 1921” bottom; (3905)

1922  red/black; seal; “REGISTERED MOTOR CYCLE” top; “TEXAS 1922”
bottom; numeric serial up to 4-digits (3401) NOTE! I notice a conflict of information

here; the picture below [no picture available] uses this format but is black/yellow
and is not a seal

1923  dark blue/white; “REGISTERED MOTORCYCLE” top; “TEXAS 1923~
bottom; 0000 serial format; (3346)

1924  white/dark red; (2738)

1925 white/maroon; 9" x 3-1/4"; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1925” vertical right;
“MC” & serial; (IMC*775) verified; (2,780)

1926  black/white; (2688)

1927 yellow/black; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “1927” vertical left; “TEXAS”
vertical right; serial = 0*000; (3,103)

1928  white/dark brown; (3507)
1929  white/maroon; (4064)

1930 yellow-orange/dark blue; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX” vertical left;
“30” stacked right; 0*000 serial; (4,066)

1931 black/white; (3,857)
1932  white/green; 30 format; 3 digit serial flanked by stars; (3,375)

1933  orange/white; “33” stacked left; “TEX” vertical right; “MOTORCYCLE”
bottom; 2 digit serial flanked by stars; (3,362)
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1934  white/black; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX” vertical left stacked *“34”
right; 0*000 serial format (3,519)

1935 black/orange; “MOTORCYCLE” top; “TEX” vertical left; “35” stacked
right; 0*000 format; (3,409)

1936 dark blue/cream; “36” stacked left; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEX”
vertical right; 3 digit serial has single preceding star; (3,486)

1937  white/black; 4" x 3-1/2"; 35 format; (3,795)

1938  black/orange; “38” stacked left; “TEX” vertical right; “MOTORCYCLE”
top; 0*000 or *000* formats; (4,004)

1939  black/yellow-orange; *000* and 0*000 serial formats; 35 format; (4,607)
1940 yellow-orange/medium blue; 7-1/2" x 3-3/4"; 35 format (4,726)

1941 black/yellow-orange; “M” over “C” left + 0*000 serial format; “TEXAS
1941” top; (4,823)

1942 black/yellow-orange; “M” over “C” left + up to 4 digits with dash separator;
“TEXAS - 42” bottom; (6,483) 1943 yellow-orange/black tab; (6,278) 1944 cream
yellow/light green tab (8,126)

1945  black/orange; “Z” over “N” left & serial; “TEX - 45” top; (11,294)

1946  white/black; “Z” over “M” left & 3-4 digits; “TEX - 46” top; (18,000)
1947  white/black; 46 format

1948  yellow/black; “Y” over letter left & 4 digits; “TEX - 48" bottom

1949-51 passenger colors; 7 3/4 x 3 3/4; “TEXAS - 49” top (or 50 etc) “Y”
over a letter left (J, K, M, W, & X known) + 2 to 4 numbers

1949 black/yellow-orange 1950 yellow/black 1951 black/yellow-orange
1952 yellow/black; 7-1/2" x 4"; “TEX - 52” top; stacked “8” over letter (N, P,R
verified) left + 4 digit serial

NOTE! same format following years:

1953 black/orange 1954 yellow/black; 5-5/8" x 3" 1955 black/yellow

1956  orange/black; “8” over letter (“N” & “P” verified) left + 4 digits; “TEX -
56” top

1957  black/white; “8” over letter left; “TEX 57" top; up to 4 digit serial

1958  white/black; “9” over “H” or “J” left & 4 digits; “TEX - 58” top
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1959  black/white; 5-5/8" x 3"; “TEX - 59” top right; 4 digit serial with “9” over
“H” or “J” stacked left

NOTE! format used 1957-66 except numbering system for 1961 to 1966 = 9R-10
to 9Y-9999

1960 white/black 1961 black/white 1962 white/black

1963 black/white 1964 white/black 1965 black/white

1966  white/black; early issues as 59; late issues 7" x 4" with “MOTORCYCLE”
top; “19 TEXAS 66” bottom; “X” + 2 to 5 numbers

1967 black/white; 66 format
1968

1969  black/refl white; 7" x 4"; “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; “TEXAS 69” top
NOTE! 69 format used 1967 to 1984; numbering system originally “X” to 2 to 5
numbers then 100 X to 99999 X; “W” suffix also known for 1971;

1970 blue/white 1971 “V” prefixes used & then “W” & “X”

1972 green/white 1973 black/refl white; serial format =V, W, or X + 5 digits
1974 red/refl white; late issues had an “X” suffix with just “TEX 74" top & NO
“MOTORCYCLE”

1975-84 black/refl white; 7" x 4"; “TEX" upper left; 2-1/8" x 1" sticker box
upper right with debossed colorless “75”; serial - “3” + 2 letters, space, 2 to 3
numbers - ran from 3AA10 to 3WY999 & then design changed to “T” over “X”
flanked by sticker boxes at top; serial - 3XF 10 to 3ZZ 999, 4AA 10 to 4Z7Z 999;
then numbering became 3 numbers, space, letter, “3” + another letter - e.g. 100
A3A (then A3B etc.) This last type begun in late 1984; Stickers on this 75 base have
been regular year stickers from 1977 to 1984; 1976 was special with “TEX” vertical
left over “MOTORCYCLE” bottom; 1977 white/red sticker

1978 small “MAR” sticker issued with the “79” year sticker; 1" x 5/8" with
“MAR?” vertical; in April 1978 all counties were given the new style base (T over
X) to accommodate regular month & year stickers; registration now staggered

1979-81 black/refl white; “T” over “X” top center; serial format 3AA 10
through 3727999 & 4AA10 through 477999; 1980 - black/refl white sticker on 75
base also used 77; all refl white/red sticker on 79 base; “TEX” vertical left with star
immediately following; “80” lower right; black serial upper right

1981 - white/refl blue sticker on 75 base??

1981 red/refl white; “T” over “X” top; debossed “MAR” upper left & debossed
“81” upper right; serial format AAOOA OA seen - vanity??

1984 special stickers issued for use on the T over X base; “84” left;
“MOTORCYCLE” over “MOPED” bottom; serial with 2 letter suffix “HM” over
star right;

1985 black/yellow sticker; 84 sticker format with “JM” suffix on 75 & T over X
bases
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1986 84 sticker format with “KM” suffix on 75 & T/X bases

1990 new numbering format - 123-A3B

1991 dark blue/refl white; serial blocs of 3AA-10 to 3ZZ-999; 4AA-10 to 4ZZ-
999 (omit 4QU); 100-A3A to 999-Z3Z; and 100-A4A to 999-Z4Z; all Q’s omitted

after N3Q); stacked “TX” top flanked by month and year sticker sites
1996 black/refl yellow sticker

Motorcycle Dealer

1946 cream/black; stacked “ZD” + 2 to 4 digits; “TEX - 46” top; “DEALER”
bottom; Z/D 12 verified

1950 orange/black; “DEALER” bottom; “TEX 50” top; 2 stacked letters (“S”
over “M”) left + 2-4 digits

1953 black/orange; “DEALER” bottom; “TEX - 53” top; “8M” stacked left +2-
3 digits

1959 black/white; “DEALER” bottom; “TEX-59” top; “9T” stacked left + 2-7
digits

1960 white/black; 59 format

1961 black/white; “DEALER” bottom; “TEX-61" to; “9” over “Z” left + 2 to 4
numerals

1962  white/black; 61 format

1964  white/black; 66 format

1966 white/black; “DEALER” bottom; “P” + 2 to 4 numbers; “TEX-66" top
1967 black/white; 7" x 4"; “DEALER” top; “19 TEXAS 67” bottom; “P” prefix

1968  white/black; “DEALER” top; “19 TEXAS 68” bottom; “P” 0000 serial
format

1972  green/white; “DEALER” top; “TEXAS 72” bottom; “P” + 2 to 4 numbers
1974  red/white; 72 format
1975 green/refl white; “TEX 75” top; “P” + up to 4 digits

1976  green/refl white; 75 format
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1979  black/white; “T” over “X” top flanked by “MAR” & “79” in embossed
rectangles; “P” + 2 to 4 numerals

NOTE! same format following years

1980 black/white; 10 to 1999 serial is master dealer number; 2000 to 3999 are
supplemental plates; probably this was since 1966

1982 blue/white 1983 blue/refl white 1984 red/refl white

1985 blue/refl white

1986  blue/refl white; 79 format

blue/refl white; stacked “TX” top flanked by “MAR” left & “86” right;
white/red sticker bottom with “MOTORCYCLE DEALER” on it; serial 1D 0000
(note space after D); these bases appeared late 1985

1991 no details on format but serial bloc 1D-0001 to 1D-1999 verified

Motorcycle Vanity

1982  black/refl white; stacked “TX” top flanked by “MAR” and “82” in reversed
colors; 5 characters permitted NOTE! same format following years
1983 green/refl white

Motor Freight A

1931  yellow/dark blue; 13" x 6"; “MOTOR FREIGHT - A” top; “R.R.” over
“Comm” over a star left; “TEXAS” over “1931” over a star right; 0000 serial format

1949  black/orange; 10-1/2" x 6"; “OVERWIDTH” bottom; “TEXAS - 49” top;
2 stacked letters left + 3 digits; (S/Y 118 verified)

1950  yellow/black; 10-5/8" x 6-1/2"; 49 format with “SY” stacked

1951 black/yellow-orange; 1949 format

P = MOTORCYCLE DEALER

(aka SUPPLEMENTAL)

1979  serial numbers P 2,000 through P 3,999; see m/c dealers

PAR = PARADE

1962

1964  white/black; 00*”PAR” serial format; “TEXAS” top; “1964” bottom
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1967 black/white; “TEXAS” top; “67” top right; 2 numbers, star, + “PAR”
1979-81 “PAR” suffix; serial blocs = 1 PAR to 25 PAR

1984  red/refl white; white/red debossed boxes upper corners with “MAR” left &
“84” right; “TEXAS” top; state outline separator & “PAR” suffix;

1988 red/refl white; 84 format; serial format 000-PAR

1991 red/refl white; serial bloc of 1-PAR to 25-PAR or up to 3 digits verified
with red map separator; “TEXAS” top flanked by white/red “MAR” and white/red
last 2 digits of the year

Permit (Oil Drillers)

1964  white/black; “PERMIT” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “64” top left 00P*000 serial
format - usually “13P”

1967  black/white; “PERMIT” top; “TEXAS” bottom; “67” bottom right “P” in
3rd position with star separator in 4th position:
NOTE! 1965 to 1974 same as 1967

1969 black/white; “13P”*000 1970 blue/refl white; “12P”*000
1971 black/refl white; “12P”*000 1972 green/refl white; “13P”*000
1973 black/refl white; “12P”*000 1974 red/refl white; “12P”*000

1975  dark/light; “TEXAS” over “PERMIT” top; “19” upper left & “75” upper
right; “P” in 3rd position; star separator;

1976-77 same as 1965 with state outline separator on 77’s

1979  serial blocs = 12P 10 to 99P 999; “TEXAS” over “PERMIT” top; debossed
“79” top right; debossed “MAR” top left

NOTE! 1979 to 1985 same format

1980 green/refl white 1981 red/refl white; state outline separator introduced
1982 dark green/refl white; “16P” used in 82

1983 dark green/refl white; “12P” used in 83

1984 red/refl white; “17P” used in 84

1985 blue/refl white; “19P” used in 85

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 16P-134 documented
1987  blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base;

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of 12P-010 to 99P-999 is verified with
red map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “PERMIT” top flanked by sticker sites
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Political-Related Plates

Governor

1925  white/maroon; “(1” serial format; “1925” vertical right; “TEXAS” vertical
left; NOTE! this is presumed to be the Governor’s plate used prior to the adoption
of the “SO” prefix and #1 for the Governor; it is verified with a supplementary
plate with “AUSTIN” on it so this lends credence to this interpretation.

U.S. Congress - House

1961  black/white; “U.S. CONGRESS” bottom; 00*”HOUSE” (small); “TEXAS”
top; “61” top right

1965 black/white; “U.S. CONGRESS” bottom; small “HOUSE”, star and serial;
“TEXAS” top; “65” top right

1966  white/black; “U.S. CONGRESS” bottom; “HOUSE” & star prefix; “TEXAS
66” top; NOTE! same format following years;
1968 white/black 1971 black/refl white

1975  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “U.S. CONGRESS” top; “19” top left; “75”
top right; “HOUSE” + star prefix; 1 or 2 numbers with suffix letters for additional
plates

1981 “TEXAS” over “U.S. CONGRESS” top; “HOUSE” prefix; bloc 1 to 23

1982  blue/refl white; 75 format with state outline separator & “MAR” debossed
upper left & “82” debossed upper right

1984 red/refl white; 82 format

1985  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” over “U.S. CONGRESS” top flanked by “MAR”
left & “85” right; “HOUSE” prefix with state outline separator

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 85 format
1987 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 85 format

1991 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “U.S. CONGRESS” top;
sticker boxes upper corners with last 2 digits of the year in right & “MAR” in left;
small “HOUSE”, state outline, and serial; serial blocks verified; “SENATE-1" to
“SENATE-2”, “HOUSE-1" to “HOUSE -27” with map separators; letter suffixes
for extra plates
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U. S. Senate

1961

1962  white/black; “U.S. CONGRESS” bottom; “TEXAS 62 top; “SENATE”
& star prefix;

1965 black/white; “TEXAS” top; “65” top right; small “SENATE”, star and serial;
“U.S. CONGRESS” bottom; serials can be higher than 1 and 2

1980 green/refl white; 81 format

1981 red/white; “TEXAS” over “U.S. CONGRESS” top; “SENATE” prefix;
“MAR?” top left; “81” top right

1985  blue/refl white; 81 format
1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; 87 format

1987 blue & red/refl white; small blue “SENATE”, state outline separator & “1”
or “2” serial; red “TEXAS” over blue “U.S. CONGRESS” top flanked by debossed
“MAR” & “87”; red “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986” screened bottom

1988  blue & red/refl white; small blue “SENATE?”, state outline separator & “1”
or “2” serial; suffix letters also used; red “TEXAS” over blue “U.S. CONGRESS”
top flanked by debossed “MAR” & “88”; NOTE! same format used on dated 1989
base

Pre-State (1907-17)

Prior to 1917 local option & owner provided; most plates had metal numbers on
leather with no state name or date; verified is plate with #336 & “RISING” over
“STAR” both slanted downward on the right. The Pre State era ended June 30,
1917. There is no way to tell the difference of a passenger pre-state plate from a
non-passenger except if the registration papers are available.

Kit-type plates were introduced; 2 types exist 1) porcelain; metal base into which
white/blue porcelain inserts were placed; one number per insert; a narrower insert
was placed on the right which had city, county, or state name vertical; the insert
could also be placed on the left; bases with lengths for 3 or 4 inserts + name inserts
were made by Stafford Illuminated Auto Lamp & Number Co. of Chicago, IL; the
earliest patent number is 2/14/11; 2) metal base to which metal numbers with tabs
were fastened, silver on black; an oval plate with city name or Texas vertical was
inserted on the right; the manufacturer is uncertain but may be Gopher Stamp &
Die Co. of St. Paul, MN; porcelain & metal plates with the following city names
have been verified;
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“ABILENE” vertical left “TEXAS?” vertical right

“AUSTIN” “BOERNE” “CISCO”
“GONZALES” “GRESHAM” “JUNCTION”
“TERRELL” “BRENHAM” “G’VILLE”
“NEW ULM” “BELL” “B’VILLE”
“BELTON” “W.FALLS” “DALLAS”
“N.BRFS” “LAGRANGE” “VERNON”
“BULLARD” “LAVACA” “BELTON:
“F-BURG” “H-VILLE” “SEGUIN”
“TRAVIS”

“DALLAS” vertical right on an insert with rounded top & bottom (1222)-plate is
metal Type II on metal, not porcelain

1912  white/red; “TEX” vertical right over horizontal “12”; #500 verified

1915 embossed; “FTW” vertical over “15” horizontal left; FTW= Fort Worth
NOTE! same format over “16” verified with #9266

undated white/red; hand painted on metal; 23-3/4" x 9-3/4"; serial number center
flanked by upward slanted “BELTON” & “TEXAS”; “PLEASE EXCUSE MY
DUST” bottom

Private Bus

1973  black/refl white; 74 format; “U”00*000 serial format

1974  red/refl white; “PRIVATE BUS” bottom; “TEXAS 74" top; “U” prefix
before last 3 digits

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “PRIVATE BUS” top; sticker boxes upper
corners; “U” + star + up to 4 numerals & “U” + 2 numbers + star + 3 numbers;
serial bloc went U 100 to U99*999

1976 white/refl blue sticker 1977 white/refl red sticker

1978 white/blue “MAR” sticker top left on 75 base

1979 “79” sticker top right on 75 base  1980-86 passenger stickers on 75 base

1991 black/refl white; serial bloc U-100 to U99-999 with map separator;
“TEXAS” over “PRIVTE BUS” top flanked by sticker boxes

Prorate

1969  black/white; motorcycle-size plate; “PRORATE” top; “TEXAS 69” bottom;
2353P serial verified
R suffix = DEALER REPOSSESSION

1979  colors uncertain; three digit serial with “R” suffix;
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Rental Car

1975  passenger style plate with orange colored triangle shaped sticker with state
seal on it beneath the star separator; this sticker is optional

Rental Trailer

1978  black/white; 5 year plate; “TEXAS” over “RENTAL TRAILER” top; “R”
in 3rd serial position; dated exp. 83; serial blocs = 76 R 10 to 99R 999

1983  black/refl white; format & serial as 78 with debossed “MAR” upper left &
debossed “83” upper right

1988  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “RENTAL TRAILER” top flanked by
debossed “MAR” left & debossed “88” right; serial 00R-000 with map separator

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc 76R-010 to 99R-999 is verified with red
map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “RENTAL TRAILER” top flanked by
“MAR” and last 2 digits of the year

RR COMM = Railroad Commission

many types exist - all numeric serial, “A” prefixed serial & “S” prefixed serial -
different classes? See also Motor Bus (37), Contract Carrier, Special Commodity,
Common Carrier, Motor Freight A, Motor Freight B, Specialized Carrier

1930  colors unknown; “MOTOR FREIGHT - A” top; 4 digit serial center flanked
by “R.R.” over “COMM” & “TEXAS” over “1930”; names of 3 commissioners on
3 lines fill bottom of plate; NOTE! apparently similar plates also exist for 1931 to
1933; Full size plates were issued from 1930 to 1941-42

1934-35 first year for midyear expirations with 2 dates on them

1941-42 colors uncertain; tabs were issued for 1942-43 (light/dark), 1943-
44 (dark/light), 1944-45, 1945-46

1946-47 yellow/black; 7-1/2" x 3/4™; “S”00000 & “A” 0000 serial formats;
“RRC - TEX 46-47” top; NOTE! same format following years; dash between
RCC [RRC?] and TEX omitted on subsequent issues:

1947-48 light/dark on S prefix plates and dark/light on A prefix plates

1951-52 black/orange 1953-54 black/orange 1954-55 yellow/black
1955-56 black/gold 1956-57 yellow/black 1957-58 white/black
1958-59 black/white ~ 1959-60 white/black 1960-61 black/white

1962-63 white/black
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1968-69 white/black; 7" x 4"; 1971 format; “A” & 2 to 5 numbers flanked
by “R.R.” over “COMM?” & “TEXAS” over “1930”; names of 3 commissioners on
3 lines fill bottom of plate

1970-71 green/refl white; 1971 format; “S” & 2 to 5 numbers

1971-72 red/refl white; “R.R. COMM?” top; “71 TEXAS 72” bottom
NOTE! same format following years

1973-74 green/refl white; “S” prefix 1974-75 red/refl white; ““S” prefix
1977-81 blue/refl white; “A” prefix

1979-83 blue/refl white; format as 81-85

1980-81 blue/refl white; “R.R. COMM” top; “80 TEXAS 81" bottom

1980-84 blue/refl white; format as 81-84

1981-85 blue/white; 7 x 4; “R.R. COMM” top; “81 TEXAS 85” bottom
Samples

1926 is possibly the first year for Samples although the Texas State Dept. says
1937. [“Samples” first appear in contract specification, with its own unique
numbering pattern, in 1947]

1926  000*000 1928 000*000 1930 000*000

1931  *0000%* 1932 000*000

1933-42 000*000; “TEX” vertical separator when applicable (1936)
1943 tab A/A 0-00 1944 tab A B/0000

1945-55 X/X 0000 1956 XX0000

1957-64 XX*0000 1965 XXX 000 & SAM 000

1966-75 XXX-000

1976 XXX-000 & 000-XXX; same on star & map separator bases; 79 stickers
have “SAMPLE’ printed diagonal in red

1985 SAMPLE and SAM PLE with map separator; NOTE! this is a vanity sample

1986 the last stickered sample plates were dated MAY 1986 & were of the high
Sesquicentennial design; very few of the low design were produced

1987 sample exists but is extremely rare due to cancellation of the program in
mid 1986
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undated waving Texas flag graphic base; “SAM-PLE”, XXX-00X, 000-XXX; 1980-
1994 stickers have “SAMPLE” diagonally upward left to right in black or red;
month stickers also have “SAMPLE” in same format

Samples Non-Passenger

1965  Vanity - black/white SAM000 1966 Vanity SAM-000, SAMPLE
1967  Vanity - red/refl white SAM*PLE

1968 Vanity-green/refl white XXX-000

1970  motorcycle X 000

1972  Disabled Vet - DV-000 and DV-0000 types with small sticker boxes and
72" debossed in upper right box

1980 Congressional Medal of Honor - 00
1982 Disabled Vet - DV*0000; red & blue/refl white; sticker boxes

1985  Vanity - blue & red/refl white SAM*PLE same as passenger but embossed
month and year

1987  Vanity - big red “TEXAS” top; SAM*PLE; debossed sticker boxes upper
corners

undated Former POW-PW 000A

1988 Big Red “Texas” base; SAMPLE

SIDE CAR

1930 yellow/blue; “SIDE CAR” bottom; “TEX” vertical left; “30” stacked right;
star prefix; (625)

1931 white/black (?); “SIDE CAR” bottom; “31” vertical left; “TEX” vertical
right; star separator on 4 digit plates “?” indicates no certainty on colors - existing
ones repaints; (628)

1932  green/ivory; (484)

1933  white/maroon; (126)

1937  white/black (?); “SIDE CAR” top; “37” vertical right; “TEX” vertical left;
serial flanked by stars; (162)
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1938  orange/black; “SIDE CAR” top; “38” stacked left; “TEX” stacked right;
000 serial format flanked by stars; (164)

1940 yellow/blue; 37 format; (245)
NOTE! discontinued in 1948

Space Commission

¢1993 dark blue & red; small red screened “TEXAS SPACE COMMISSION”
bottom; large red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; left 1/3 of the plate is
occupied by a pictorial of a star superimposed over the earth with the moon above
and in the background; AAOAA serial format

Special Commodity

1932 colors uncertain; “SPECIAL COMMODITY CARRIER” top; 5-digit serial;
“R R” over “COMM?” over star left; “TEXAS” over “1932” over star right

1939-40 black/orange; “SPECIAL * COMMODITY” top; “R.R.
COMM.*TEXAS” bottom; 4 digit serial center; “SEPT” over “1” over “39” left;
“AUG” over “31” over “40” right

NOTE! also verified as white/maroon with serial number 8685

1940-41 light/dark; 1939-40 format with date changes

Special Causes

Texas Arts Commission

1995 white star on blue field left; white/red “STATE OF THE ARTS” bottom
right; blue/white serial number with JB1BB to ZZ9ZZ bloc; blue/white “TEXAS”
top; personalized plates available

U.S. Olympic Fund

1995 Red screened “TEXAS” above blue numbering system; red “OLYMPIC
SPIRIT” bottom of plate; left of numbers appears five Olympic rings with “USA”
above rings
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Special Events

Southern Governor’s Conference

1964  black/white; =Governor’s Conference - 2 types issued

1) Governor’s plate; “GOVERNOR?” top over his last name over his state;
“SOUTHERN GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE” over “TEXAS 1964”

2) Conference Officials; “19 TEXAS 64” over “OFFICIAL” top half;
“SOUTHERN” over “GOVERNORS’ CONFERENCE” bottom half;

National Governor’s Conference

1972  light blue & dark blue/refl white; screened; “NATIONAL GOVERNOR’S”
over “CONFERENCE” bottom; “GOVERNOR” top with Governor’s name & state
just below; “TEXAS” vertical left; “1972” vertical right

Specialized Carrier

1941-42 white/maroon; “SPECIALIZED * CARRIER” top; “R.R. COMM*
TEXAS” bottom; 0000 serial format center flanked by “SEPT” over “1” over “41”
on left and “AUG” over “31” over “42” on the right.

State Capitol Plates

1991 blue & pink/refl white; “TEXAS” screened top; screened small “STATE”
over “CAPITOL” left followed by large pink screened capitol dome; sticker boxes
in upper corners; serial bloc of BIBBB to DIWPC verified using the collegiate
dies; stickers are the ones used on vanity plates.

State Judge

1970  blue/refl white; “STATE JUDGE” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “70” top right;
“TX” & star prefix +2-3 numbers; suffix letters for extra plates

NOTE! same format following years
1972 green/refl white 1973 black/refl white 1974 red/white;

1975-77 “TEXAS” over “STATE JUDGE” top; “19” top left; “75” (or 76)
top right; serial as 1974; star separator in 75 & maybe 76; state outline in 76; no 78
dated plate

1975  blue/refl white
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1976  green/refl white

1977  red/refl white; “TEXAS” over “STATE JUDGE” top; “TX” prefix; serial
blocs=TX 10 to TX 9999, debossed “MAR” upper left; debossed “79” etc upper
right; state outline separator on all plates;

1979, 1982, 1985 blue/refl white 1980, 1983 green/refl white

1981, 1984 red/refl white

1986 red & blue/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “STATE JUDGE” top; red
“1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986” bottom; debossed “MAR” top left and “86”
top right; “TX” + state outline prefix;

1987 86 format and colors except “87” top right

1988  blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over blue “STATE JUDGE” top flanked
by debossed “MAR” left & “88” right

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial bloc of TX-10 to TX-999 verified with map
separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “STATE SJUDGE” top flanked by white/blue
“MAR” and white/blue last 2 digits of year.

State Official (SO)

SO 1 = Governor SO 2 =Lt. Governor SO 3 = Speaker of House
SO 4 = Attorney General SO 5 = Comptroller SO 6 = State Treasurer
SO 7 = Land Office Commissioner

SO 8= State Agricultural Commissioner

SO 9 = Secretary of State SO 10-12 = Railroad Commission
SO 13-21 Supreme Court SO 22-30 Criminal Court of Appeals
SO 31-61 State Senators SO 60-211 State Representatives

1938  black/white; “S.0.” -00 serial format; the periods are represented by stars;
“TEXAS - 1938” bottom

1942 black/yellow; “S” over “O” left; “TEXAS - 42” bottom; serial flanked by
stars

1951 black/orange; “STATE OFFICIAL” bottom; “TEXAS - 51” top stacked
“SO” left + 1-3 digits

1952  yellow/black; 51 format but with tab slots
1953  black/orange; 51 format but with tab slots

1954 orange/black; stacked “SO” left; “TEXAS | 54 I top; “STATE OFFICIAL”
bottom
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1956  yellow/black; “STATE OFFICIAL” bottom; “TEXAS 56 top; “SO” prefix
with star. NOTE! same format 1956-1960

1957 black/white; 1958 white/black 1959 black/white

1960 white/black

1962  black/white; “62” top right; star separator after “SO”; “TEXAS” top;
“STATE OFFICIAL” bottom. NOTE! same format 1956-1960

1963 black/white 1964 white/black 1965 black/white

1966 white/black 1967 black/white 1968 white/black

1969 black/refl white 1970 blue/refl white 1971 black/refl white

1972 green/refl white 1973 black/refl white 1974 red/refl white

1975 blue/white; “TEXAS” over “STATE OFFICIAL” top; “19” upper left &
“75” upper right; “SO” & star prefix;

1979  blue/white; white/blue debossed boxes with “MAR” upper left & “79” upper
right; “TEXAS” over “STATE OFFICIAL” top; “SO” & state outline prefix; serial
blocs=SO 1 to SO 211; suffix letters for extra plates

NOTE! same format 1979-1985

1980 green/white 1981 red/refl white 1982 blue/white

1983 green/white 1984 red/refl white 1985 blue/refl white

1986 red & blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top screened over “STATE OFFICIAL”
embossed flanked by “MAR” left & “86” right both debossed; red screened “1836
SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986” bottom; “SO” + state outline separator + serial;

1987 86 format and colors except “87” top right

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial format of SO -1 to SO - 315 verified with state
map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “STATE OFFICIAL” top flanked by white/
blue “MAR” and white/blue last two digits of the year

Temporary

1953  black/white; cardboard; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; “DEALER - TEXAS - 1953”
top; serial center with stacked number & letter left and 0000 serial format; just
beneath still in the center is the dealership name; the bottom has 3 lines which
includes “DATE ISSUED ” on the first line and “VALID FOR 10 DAYS
ONLY FROM DATE SHOWN. NOT GOOD FOR DEMONSTRATION
PURPOSES.”

1966 red/white/cardboard; 12" x 6"; “ONE TRIP TAG” top; “66” top right;
A00000 serial format; “TEXAS” bottom center; “VALID 15 DAYS ONE WAY
ONLY” sideways left; “MAKE SERIAL NO. ” sideways right; other
blocks and writing appear on the plate.
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1970  red/white; cardboard; “ONE TRIP TAG 70” top; “TEXAS” bottom serial
“N” + 3 to 6 numerals

1973  red/white; cardboard; 12" x 6"; “ONE DAY TRIP” top + “73” top right
“TEXAS” bottom; 3 to 6 numerals + “N”

1974  red/white; cardboard; “ONE TRIP TAG” top; “74” top right; “TEXAS”
bottom center; 5 digits + “N” serial; “VALID 15 DAYS ONE WAY ONLY” sideways
left; “MAKE SERIAL NO. ” sideways right.

Temporary One Day Trip Permit

red/white; cardboard; “TEXAS” over “FROM TO ” top
“CITY, STATE CITY, STATE”

000 to 000000 “N” serial format center with blocks beneath to fill in information;

“ONE TRIP TAG” over “VALID 15 DAYS ONE WAY ONLY” over “LOAD

PROHIBITED ON COMMERCIAL VEHICLE” bottom

Temporary 30-day Registration

brown/white; cardboard; “TEXAS” over 00000"N”0 serial format; blocks in center
to fill in needed data; “TEMPORARY REGISTRATION TAG” over “VALID FOR
PERIOD SHOWN” over “LOAD PROHIBITED ON COMMERCIAL VEHICLES”
bottom

Temporary 30-day Registration for
Motorcycles

known back to 1964 at least

1966 red/white; 12" x 6"; cardboard; “TEXAS-66" top; “R”00000 serial format;
“72-HOUR PERMIT” bottom; “MAKE ”” sideways left; “SERIAL NO. ?
sideways right; there are 2 blocks just below the serial number for Effective Date
and Permit Expires

1969 red/white; 12" x 6"; cardboard; 66 format
1972 red/white; cardboard; 75 format

1975  red/white; cardboard; “72-HOUR PERMIT” bottom; “TEXAS 75" top; 3
to 6 numbers followed by “R” (also S, T, U, & X)
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undated red/white; cardboard; “TEXAS” over 000 to 000000 “R”, “S™, “T”, “U” or
“X” serial format; blocks in center to fill in necessary information; “72-HOUR
PERMIT” bottom

Temporary 144-hour Permit

black/white cardboard; “TEXAS” over 000 to 00000 AO serial format; blocks in
center for filling out validation dates; “144-HOUR PERMIT” bottom

Tow Truck

1988  blue/refl white; red screened “TEXAS” top over blue embossed “TOW
TRUCK™; 000, state outline separator, 00"W” serial; debossed “JAN” top left &
“88” top right; NOTE! this base was never issued

1989  blue(black?)/refl white; 7" x 4"; “TOW TRUCK” bottom; “JAN TEX 89”
top 0000 serial; NOTE! supplementary plate used with truck plates

1990  blue/refl white format; 69 format except 00000 serial

1991  blue/white; serial bloc of 000-001 to 500-000 verified; stacked “TX” top
flanked by month and year sticker sites; “TOW TRUCK” bottom

1994  blue/white; motorcycle size plate; 00000 serial format; stacked “TX” top

flanked by white/blue “JAN” top left and sticker box top right; “TOW TRUCK”
bottom

Tractor

1949  black/orange; “TRACTOR” top; “TEXAS - 49” bottom; “T”” over 2nd letter
left - probably “T” + 3 digits

1950  yellow/black; “TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS - 50" top; “T” over 2nd letter
- probably “T”- & 3 digits

1951  black/yellow orange; 50 format; “T” over 2nd letter left; probably “W”

1952  yellow/black; “TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS | 52 ” top; “9M” stacked
left + 2-3 digits

1953  black/orange yellow; 52 format
1956  yellow/black; “TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I’ top;
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1962  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “62” top right; “TRACTOR” bottom; “S”, star,
& serial

1964  white/black; “TEXAS” top; “64” top left; “TRACTOR” bottom; “S” + star
+ 2-5 numbers

1966  white/black; 64 format with “66” top right
NOTE! same format following years
1967 black/white 1968 white/black

1969  black/refl white; “TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “69” top right; “S”,
star, & 2-3 digit. NOTE! same format following years:
1970 blue/refl white 1972 green/refl white 1974 red/refl white

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TRACTOR?” top; sticker boxes top corners
with “75” top right; serial is “T” + “3” + number + star (later state outline) + 3
numbers; “T”30-000 to T39-999

NOTE! 1976 to 1986 stickers on 75 base;

76 sticker was special & had “TEX” vertical left; “TRACTOR” bottom; star
separator; serial number over “76” right.

77 sticker like passenger stickers

78 “MAR?” sticker top left - no plates with “78” date

1979-86 use regular passenger stickers

c1991 blue & red/refl white; “T00-000 serial format with red map separator; red
“TEXAS” over blue “TRACTOR” top flanked by sticker boxes

Trailer

1925 black/white; “T”, dash, 0*000 serial; “1925” vertical right; “TEXAS”
vertical left; (4,606)

1926  black/red orange; “T”, dash, 0*000; “TEX 26” vertical right; (6,931)

1927  black/light blue green; “T” 00*000 format; “1927” left & “TEXAS” right
both vertical; (9,919)

1928  white/dark brown; “TRAIL” vertical left followed by elongated dash, &
serial with “CL” over a numeral (weight class?) as a serial separator between 1st &
2nd number; “TEX 28” vertical right; “CL” over “1” & “CL” over “5” documented;
(12,129); on plate #771 there is no dash and the class number is a prefix and not
between any numbers

1929  black/orange; “T”’; dash, & 0*000 serial; “TEXAS - 1929” bottom; (16,646)

1930 green/black; “T”, dash, 00*000 format; “TEXAS - 1930 top; (29,958)
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1931-42 “T” over “R” left

1931 white/green; 13" x 5"; 00*000 serial format; vertical “TEX” over “31” right;
(34,702)

1932 white/dark red; 13" x 5"; 00*000 serial format; “TEXAS - 1932” bottom;
(36,126)

1933 white/black; 12-3/4" x 5"; (36,112)

1934  white/dark green; (37,040)

1935 orange/black; “TEXAS - 1935” top; 00*000 serial format; (38,371)

1936  gray/black; (42,306)

1937  black/gray; (47,794)

1938 maroon/gray (50,992)

1939 black/canary yellow; (53,922)

1933  white/black; 12-3/4" x 5"; “TEXAS - 1933” top; “T” over “R”, star, serial,
& star

1938  red/gray; 13" x 5-7/8"; “T” over “R” left; 00*000 serial format; “TEXAS -
1938” bottom

1940 yellow/blue; “19” top left, “TEXAS” top; “40” top right, “T” over “R”, 2
numbers, star, 3 numbers; (57,053)

1941 black/yellow orange; 13" x 5-7/8"; “T” over “R” left + 00*000 serial;
“TEXAS 1941” top; (61,298)

1942  black/yellow-orange; “T” over “R” left + 00*000 serial; “TEXAS - 427
bottom; (58,616) 1943 yellow-orange/black tab (44,492)1944 cream-yellow green
tab; (44,492)

1945  black/gold; 10-1/2" x 6-3/4"; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS - 45” top; “T”
over letter left + 2-4 numbers; (60,007). NOTE! same format following years:
1948 yellow/black 1950 yellow/black 1951  black/
orange

1947  white/black; “TRAILER” top; “T” over letter left + 2-4 digits; “TEXAS -
47” bottom,;

1949  black/orange; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; 47 format

1952  yellow/black; 10-5/8" x 6-5/8"; “TRAILER” bottom; “7”A stacked left +
2-4 digits; “TEXAS - | 52 |” top; 2 size plates with late style same size as 1953-54

1953 black/orange; 10-5/8" x 6-1/8"; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS | 53 I”” top;
“7” over letter stacked left + 2-4 digits

1954  yellow/black; 53 format
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1955  black/orange; 10-5/8" x 6"; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS | 55 I” top;
stacked “7” over letter left + 2-4 digits

black/orange; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS |55 I” top; “7” + letter + 4 digits - not
stacked. NOTE! there were 2 plates in 1955 with the second a larger 12 x 6

1956 yellow/black; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I” top; “8U”, star, 2-4
numbers; earlier plates in 1956 started with “7A” etc & had no star; star began
somewhere in mid year

1957-60 passenger colors; 56 format
1957 “7V” prefix 1958 “8B” prefix 1959 “7T” prefix

1960 white/black; 2 types exist; “TRAILER” bottom; number (7 or 8), letter,
star, & 4 digits

1) “TEXAS 160 I” top

2) “TEXAS” top; “60” top right - no tab slots

1961  black/white; “TEXAS” top; “TRAILER” bottom; “61” top right letter prefix
(A thru D), star, 2-5 numbers

1962  white/black; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “62” top right; 1 letter
(A-D), star, 2-4 numbers; then letter, 1 number, star, 4 numbers

1963 black/white; 62 format

1964  white/black; “TRAILER” bottom; 6 digit serial with alpha in 1st position;
“TEXAS” top + “64” top left; star separator was before the last three digits so the
serial was A10-000 to A99-999

1965  black/white; “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “65” top right; letter
prefix, 00*000 serial or letter, star & 4 digits

NOTE! this format verified 1964 through 1974

1966 white/black 1967 black/white 1968 white/black

1969 black/refl white 1970 blue/refl white 1971 black/refl white

1972 green/refl white 1973 black/refl white

1970 “TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top & “70” top right; alpha prefix + 5
numerals with star after 1st or 2nd numeral; alpha prefixes used are “A” through
“F” & 66H”

1974  red/white; 64 format; “G” prefixes known

1975  black/white; “TEXAS” over “TRAILER” top; sticker boxes in upper corners
with “75” in right; serial format as 1970

1976-77 stickers on 75 base; 76 sticker was special & 77 sticker was
passenger type; “TEX” vertical left; “TRAILER” bottom; star separator; serial top
with “G” suffix over “76” on right
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1978 “MAR? sticker top left; “79” sticker top right on 75 base

1979-86 black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TRAILER” top; serial bloc=A
100 to A99999 with the “A” replaceable by “B” through “V” except, O, P, R, T, &
U; also 100 A to 99999 A with “A” replaceable by “B” through “Q” except for I &
O; bases renewed with regular stickers; star changed to state outline between J-
1804 & J12-788; after V99-999 reached in 1980 serial changed to 000-00A with
the lowest being 100-A; in 1984 jumped from 12199-J to 78950-K & finished off
“Ks”; later went back & issued 1200-J + on Sesquicentennial base.

1986 red & blue/refl white Sesquicentennial base; red screened “TEXAS” top
over blue embossed “TRAILER”; sticker boxes upper corners;
“SESQUICENTENNIAL” bottom screened red; red “1836” over state outline over
“1986” center; serial bloc issued - 122-00J to 789-49K & 001-00M to 294-45Q
Notes on star & state outline spacing on trailer plates; star & state outline separator
- A-100 to A09999, A10-000 to A99-999 same for all letter prefix plates; Letter as
suffix - 100-A t0 9999-A, 100-00A to 999-99A; in “B”, the state outline was moved
someplace between 208-36B & 37720-B to just before the letter. So, were then
100-C to 99999-C. After 999-99J went to 001-00K; This was the style until the
Sesquicentennial which moved the state outline back to the center.

1991  blue & red/refl white; serial bloc verified for 1991 as follows: A-100 to A-
99-999; 100-A to 99999-A (the A is variable); 001-00K to 999-99K (M, N, P, & Q
also used); 01S-BBB to 99Z-Z77 (omit AEIOU & Q) with red map separators; red
“TEXAS” over blue “TRAILER” top flanked by month and year sticker sites

1996 black/refl yellow sticker

Trailer Replacements

1955 black/green; “TEXAS | 55 I”  top; “Trailer” bottom; stacked “7Z” left;
0000 serial format

1956 black/orange; 12 x 6; “TEXAS 56” top; “TRAILER” bottom; “7Z2”0000 serial
format;

1957  black/green; “TEXAS 57 top; “TRAILER” bottom; “7Z” 0000 serial format

1962  black/refl orange; H8%4024 verified; “TEXAS” top; “62” top right;
“TRAILER” bottom

Trailer 10-18

These were predecessors of token trailers; used on trailers > 10,000 lbs but < 18,000
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1963  black/white; “10-18 TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “63” top right;
“Y” + star + 2 to 4 numbers; then “Y”, 2 numbers, star, 3 numbers

NOTE! same format following years:

1964 white/black; except “64” top left 1965 black/white

1968 white/black

1969 black/white

1970 blue/refl white; NOTE! replacement plates has a “Y90” prefix or Y91, Y92
1971 black/refl white ' .

Trailer 10-18 Replacements

1964  yellow/black; “10-18 TRAILER” bottom; “64” top left; “TEXAS” top;
“Y927*000 serial format

1965 red/white; 68 format
1968  yellow/black; “10-18 TRAILER” bottom; “68” top right; “Y91”*000 serial format

1969 red/refl white; 68 format

Trailer 18-32

1963  black/white;*“18-32 TRAILER” bottom; TEXAS” top; “63” top right;
“Z00*000 serial format

1964  white/black; 66 format except “64” top left; “Z”00*000 serial format
1966  white/black;*“18-32 TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top + “66” top right; “Z”
prefix with serial format like 18-32 trailer; NOTE! same format following years:

1965 black/white 1967 black/white 1968 white/black
1969 black/refl white 1970 blue/refl white 1971 black/refl white

Trailer 18-32 Replacements

1963 red/white; “18-32 TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “63” top right;
“Z9”*0000 serial format '

1964  yellow/black; 63 format except “64” top left; “Z92”*000 serial format

1965  red/white; “Z792-753 verified; “18-32 TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top;
“65” top right

1966 yellow/black; 63 format; Z90-620 verified

1968 yellow/black; 63 format; “Z92”*000 serial format
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1969 red/refl white; 63 format; “Z92”*000 serial format
1970  green/refl white; 63 format; “Z92”*000 serial format

1971 red/refl white; 63 format; “Z92”*000 serial format

Trailer Dealer

1985 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top over a white/red sticker with “TRAILER
DEALER?” on it; debossed “MAR” upper left & debossed “85” upper right; serial
format 9TD-000

1986 blue/refl white; 85 format except “86” top right and “185[3]6
SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom in red screened;

Travel Trailer

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TRAVEL TRAILER” top; “75” in top
right sticker box; “5” + 2 letters, star, 7 2-3 numbers; between 5JV and SKC the star
separator was changed to the state outline in early 1976; 1976 sticker; “TEX” vertical
left; “TVL TRL” bottom; star separator; serial number over “76” right

1977 regular passenger sticker 1978 no dated 78 plate
1979 “MAR” sticker upper left & “79” sticker upper right

1980 white/refl red sticker 1981 white/refl blue sticker
1982 black/yellow sticker 1983-86 passenger stickers

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; serial bloc is SUF-010 to SUE-
999; SUF-010 to 5ZZ-999; 100-A5A to 999-Z5Z (omit Q) with map red separators;
red “TEXAS” over blue “TRAVEL TRAILER” top flanked by month and year
sticker sites.

Travel Trailer Dealer

1986 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” over white/red sticker which has
“TRAVEL TRAILER DEALER?” over very small “PLATE FOR USE ON TRAVEL
TRAILER ONLY’” red “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom; verified serial
is 9TD-043 with map outline as separator

Token Trailer

1972 green/white; “TOKEN TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “72” top right;
“Y” + star + 3 to 5 numbers; :Y*100 to Y*9999, Y10*000
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1973  black/refl white; “TOKEN TRAILER” bottom; “TEXAS” top; “73” top
right “Y” or “Z” prefix

1974  red/white; 73 format with “74” top right

red/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TOKEN TRAILER” top center; “19” top
left; “74” top right; “X”00*000 serial format. NOTE! apparently the new design
took over midway through 1974; Z39*684 confirmed on new design

1975 black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TOKEN TRAILER” top; sticker boxes
upper corners; serial format “Y” or “Z” + 4-5 numbers

1976 sticker; sticker has “TOKEN TRL” on it

1977 sticker; between Z71& Z75 state outline started

1978 In 6/78 Z99-999 was reached so “W” introduced beginning at 1-100
1979-81 white/refl green sticker; In November 81 W99-999 was reached & “X”
begun

1985 In February 1985, X99-999 was reached & 100-Y was begun; the state
outline separator is always just before the letter. 1985 black/yellow passenger sticker

1986 blue & red/refl white Sesquicentennial base; “TEXAS” red screened over
blue “TOKEN TRAILER” to embossed; serial bloc 259-00Y to 311-99Y. At 312-
00Y the “SESQUICENTENNIAL” & the dates were removed; now the state outline
separator falls in the middle of the serial

1991 blue & red/refl white; serial blocs of Y-100 to Y99-999; Z-100 to Z99-999;
W-100 to W99-999; X-100 to W99-999; 100-Y to 99999-Y; and 001-Z to 999-99Z
verified with red map separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “TOKEN TRAILER” top
flanked by month and year sticker sites

Token Trailer 5 Years

1985 black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TOKEN TRAILER” top; “MAR” upper
left & “85” upper right - both debossed; blocs = 12 E 10 to 99E 999

1990 blue/refl white; issued in 1985 & valid 5 years - not six 85 format with
“90” debossed upper right

1995 black/refl white; 85 format

Token Trailer Replacement

These are presumed to exist; format same as token trailer plates with high numbering
system - Z95-000 & different colors;
1972  blue/refl white 1973 blue/refl white 1974 green/refl white

The History of Texas License Plates — 80th Anniversary Edition 181



Truck

1945 black/gold orange; 10-1/8" x 5-7/8"; “TEXAS - 45” top; “TRUCK” bottom
“M” or “N” over a letter left + 2-4 numbers. NOTE! same format following years
1946 white/black 1948 yellow/black 1950 yellow/black

1947  white/black; “TEXAS - 47" bottom; “TRUCK” top; “N” over another letter
left; 0000 serial format

1949 black/yellow-orange; 47 format; 2 stacked letters left + 2-4 digits; “N” &
“M” confirmed as first letters

1951  black/yellow orange; 10-1/2" x 6-1/2"; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS - 51”
top; 2 stacked letters left; “N” confirmed as first letter

1952 yellow/black; “TEXAS 152 1” top; “TRUCK” bottom; number over a letter
left + 2-4 numbers. Number was “1” or “2” & possibly “3”

1953 black/orange; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS | 53 I’ top; stacked number (“2”")
& letter + 2 to 4 numbers. NOTE! same format for 1954, 1955 with passenger
colors: 1954 yellow/black 1955 black/orange

1955  black/orange; late 1955 a 12" x 6" plate issued with “TEXAS | 55 I” top;
“TRUCK?” bottom; number, letter + 2-4 numbers all run together; late issues have
star separator after letters which use smaller 57 style dies

1956  yellow/black; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS 56" top; 0A 0000 serial format

1957  black/white; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS | 57 I’ top with tab slots; number,
letter, star, 2-4 numbers; the dies before the star were skinnier then those after the
star :

NOTE! 1958-60 used same design; by 1960 the prefix was up to 3Y;

1958 white/black; “TEXAS 58” top; “TRUCK” bottom; *“3” A*0000 serial format
1959 black/white; “TEXAS |59 ”top; “TRUCK” bottom; “3” A*0000 serial format
1960 white/black; “TEXAS 160 I top; “TRUCK” bottom; “3” A*0000 serial format

1961  black/white; “TEXAS” top; “61” top right; “TRUCK” bottom; same
numbering system as 1957-60 but all dies same size. NOTE! this format used from
1961 to 1972 except 1964 when the “64” was top left; 1964 the highest prefix was
“4K”; In 1965 the prefix reached “4W”; Same format following years:

1967 black/white 1969 black/refl white 1970 refl blue/refl white

1971 black/refl white; highest prefix known is “7E”

1966  white/black; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS” top + “66” top right; serial format
= number & letter + star + 4 digits

1968  white/black;
1972 refl green/refl white;
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1973  black/refl white; “TRUCK” bottom; “TEXAS” top + “73” top right 2 letter
+ star + 4 numerals; highest prefix reached was “GS”

1974  refl red/refl white

1) wide spaced “TEXAS 74" top; “TRUCK” bottom; highest prefix - GP

2) narrow spaced “TEXAS 74” top; “TRUCK” bottom; 75 dies; highest prefix
known in “HC” series

3) “TEXAS” over “TRUCK” top; “19” upper left corner & “74” upper right corner;
2 letter prefix & star separator on all 3 types; Type 3 known with “HK” series as lowest

1975  black/refl white; “TEXAS” over “TRUCK” top with sticker boxes in upper
corners; 2 letters + star + 2 to 4 digits; “75” debossed in right box; original allotment
went from AA 10 to HM-1149; In late 75 separator changed to state outline between
HQ 5124 & HQ 5363

1976 white/refl blue sticker; special sticker with “TRUCK” on it-different from
passenger; also seen are dated “76” base plates; “TEXAS” over “TRUCK?” top;
“19” upper left & “76” upper right; 75 serial format (probably a vanity plate)

1977 white/red sticker; in late 77 the debossed “75” was removed from the right
sticker box between LU8956 & LW1472

1978 78 dated stickers exist for trucks on 75 base because of staggered system
begun

1979 “TEXAS” over “TRUCK” top; 2 alpha prefix; black/refl white sticker on
75 base; white/blue month sticker upper left

1980 serial format for trucks = AA19 to ZZ9999 except no DV, TT, or TX.

1982  black/yellow “82” sticker on 75 base; September 83 ZZ 9999 reached &
system switched to 000-AA beginning at 100-AA

1984  old style reached 9999-CQ & Sesquicentennial base begun

1985 red & blue/refl white Sesquicentennial base; red “TEXAS” top screened
over blue “TRUCK” embossed; serial for this base starts at 000-1CR format; red
“SESQUICENTENNIAL” bottom,; red “1836” over state outline over “1986” center;
base ends at 299-9KK; black/refl yellow sticker on 75 base

undatedblue & red/refl white; red screened “TEXAS” over blue “TRUCK” top
flanked by sticker boxes; 000-0AA serial format with red state outline separator;
series started at 3000 KK, issued late 1986

1991 blue & red/refl white; following serial blocs verified: AA-10 to VF-999;
VG-100 to ZZ-9999; 100-AA to 9999-CJ; 1000-CK to 9999-CQ; 000-1CR to 999-
9ZZ; all use red map separators; red “TEXAS” over blue “TRUCK?” top flanked by
sticker boxes
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1992 serials reached 9999-ZZ and have returned to AA-0000 with AA-0100 being
the lowest number issued to Gregg County

Truck Replacement Plates

made through 1976(?) with high serial numbers

1955  black/day glo green - regular truck format - 3Z, 47 & 4Y known; both short
& long sizes known. NOTE! odd years thru 1961 are black/day glo green

1957  black/green - regular truck format - 4Z & 4Y serial known

1958  black/day glo red orange - regular truck format - 4Z-6615 & 4Y0000 known.
NOTE! even years 1956 thru 1962 are black/day glo red orange

1959  4Z serial known

1960  black/red orange - regular truck format - 4Y-598 known; 4Z early style
1961  7Z serial known

1962  black/refl orange; early style 7Y; late style 7Z 0000

1963 red/white; 7Z known

1964  yellow/black; 7Y known

1965 red/white; 7Z known

1966  yellow/black - regular truck format - 7Y & 7Z known

1967  red/white; 7Z known

1968  yellow/black; 7Z-0000 serial format

1969  red/refl white; regular truck format - 7Z-701 known

1970  refl green/refl white; regular truck format; 7Z known

1971  red/refl white; regular truck format; 7Y & 7Z known

1972 blue/refl white; regular truck format; ZX & 7Z known

1973  all refl blue/white; regular truck format; 7W & 7X-0000 known

1974 green/refl white; regular truck format; ZW-6936 known
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Truck Tractor

1947  white/black; “TRUCK TRAC.” Top; stacked “VB”0000 serial format;
“TEXAS-47” bottom

1949 black/orange; “TRUCK TRACTOR” top; “VA” stacked left + 2-4 digits;
“TEXAS-49” bottom

1950  yellow/black; 10 5/8 x 6 5/8; 51 format with “V” over “C” or “B” left

1951  black/gold orange; “TEXAS - 51” top; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “V”’
over “A” left + 2-4 numbers

1952 yellow/black; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS | 52 I” top; “9” over
a letter + 2-4 digits

1953  black/orange; 54 format with “9K” or “OH” stacked left; 2 different dies
used in 1953; thick on 9H, thin on 9K

1954  yellow/black; “TEXAS |54 |” top; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “9”
over A left + 2-4 numbers

1955  black/yellow orange; 10-5/8" x 6"; “TRUCK TRACTOR?” bottom; “TEXAS
15517 top; “9” over “F”, “H”, or “J” left

1956  yellow/black; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS | 56 I’ top

1958  white/black; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS |58 | top; “8”A*000
serial format

1959  black/white; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS | 59 |” top; “8” +
letter, star & 2-4 digits; the “8” & letter use much thinner dies than other numbers

1962 white/black; “TRUCK TRACTOR™; bottom; “TEXAS” top; “62” right;
“J”, star, & 2-5 digits

1964  white/black; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “64” top left; “TEXAS” top;
“J”, star, 2 to 4 numbers; then “J”, 2 numbers, star, & 3 numbers

1965-71 passenger colors with 64 format except date upper right corner

1970  blue/refl white; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “J” prefix & 5 digits;
“TEXAS” top; “70” top right.

1971  black/refl white; 70 format
NOTE! plate replaced by Combination in 1972
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Truck Tractor Replacement

1956  black/deep orange; “TRUCK TRACTOR” bottom; “TEXAS”  top;
NOTE! even numbered years 1956 to 62 are black/red orange; odd numbered years
1957 to 1961 are black/green

1958  black/red orange; “TEXAS | 58 I” top; “TRUCK TRACTOR?” bottom; “872”,
star, 2 to 4 numbers

1959  black/green; “8Z”*000 serial format; “TEXAS | 59 I” top; “TRUCK
TRACTOR” bottom

1963  red/white

1964  yellow/black; “K”90-158 verified

1965 red/white; same as truck tractor plates

1966  yellow/black; regular format

1968  yellow/black; regular format; “K90” prefix known
1969  red/refl white; regular format; “K90” prefix known
1970  green/refl white; regular format; “K90” prefix known
1971  red/refl white; regular format; “K91” known;

replacements are presumed to exist for 1972 to 1974 but as combination plates

University Series

Abilene Christian University

1994  blue/refl white; dark blue “ABILENE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY”
bottom; “TEXAS” top; AAOOAA serial format; blue wildcat head left with red
“ACU” above and “WILDCATS” below

Austin College

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOCAA serial
format; “AUSTIN COLLEGE” bottom; red & yellow stylized logo left
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Baylor University

undated dark blue/refl white; green & gold logo left center; dark blue “BAYLOR
UNIVERSITY” bottom; red “TEXAS” top

‘Brookhaven College

1994 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “BROOKHAVEN COLLEGE” bottom; light and dark green box left with
“DCCCD” below

East Texas State University

1994 purple/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “EAST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom; 4 stacked recumbent
sheep?? Left center with stacked “ETSU”

Houston Baptist University

1994 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “HOUSTON BAPTIST UNIVERSITY” bottom; two Greek columns
enclosed in a red outlined box left center

Howard Payne University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; cursive “HOWARD PAYNE UNIVERSITY” bottom; round college seal
left center with star inside

Incarnate Word College

1994 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; black “INCARNATE WORD COLLEGE” bottom; red steep of campus
building left center

Midwestern State University

1994 blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “MIDWESTERN STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom; red rectangle left with
campus building and “MSU” beneath
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Parker College of Chiropractic

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “PARKER COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTIC” bottom; world globe left
center with “PARKER COLLEGE” above and “CHIROPRACTIC” beneath

Prairie View A&M University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “PRAIRIE VIEW UNIVERSITY” bottom; purple & yellow “PAVM” logo
left

Rice University

1994  bluef/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “RICE UNIVERSITY” bottom; shield left center with “RICE” beneath

Richland College

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “RICHLAND COLLEGE - DALLAS” bottom,; light green & magenta box
left center with stylized “R” inside and “DCCCD” below

Sam Houston State University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “SAM HOUSTON STATE” bottom; orange figure of Sam Houston left
flanked by “18” & “79” and surrounded by “SAM HOUSTON STATE
UNIVERSITY”

Southern Methodist University

undated dark blue/refl white; red, white & blue Mustang logo left center; dark blue
“SOUTHERN METHODIST UNIVERSITY” bottom; red “TEXAS” top flanked
by sticker boxes;

Southwest Texas State University

undated blue/refl white; “SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom;
red & yellow Old Main Tower logo left center with “SWT” at bottom; “TEXAS”
top; AAOOAA serial format
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Southwestern University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom; red steeple of
campus building against a yellow background left center; “SWT” beneath

Stephen F. Austin State University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom; vertical “SFA”
left

Tarleton State University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “TARLETON STATE UNIVERSITY” bottom; round college seal left with
a “T” against outline of Texas in the center

Texas A&M University

undated blue/refl white; maroon “T” flanked by “A” and “M” left; dark blue “TEXAS
A & M UNIVERSITY” bottom; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA
serial format

Texas A&M University -
Corpus Christi

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “THE ISLAND UNIVERSITY” bottom; “TEXAS” over “A & M” over
“CORPUS” over “CHRISTI” left; waves bottom left

Texas Chiropractic College

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “TEXAS CHIROPRACTIC COLLEGE” bottom; stylized red “T” logo left
center

Texas Christian University

undated dark blue/refl white; purple and white logo left center; with “TCU” over a
horned frog over “HORNED” over “FROGS” dark blue “TEXAS CHRISTIAN
UNIVERSITY” bottom; blue “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; verified serial
is BH17GN
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Texas Southern University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “TEXAS SOUTHERN UNIVERSTIY” bottom; red & gray logo left center
of uncertain meaning

Texas Tech University

undated dark blue/refl white; two red “Ts” bordered in black logo left center; dark
blue “TEXAS TECH” bottom; blue “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes;
AAOOQAA serial format and vanities permitted sticker differ from regular “TEXAS”

University of Houston

undated dark blue/refl white; red interlocked “U” & “H” logo left center; dark blue
“UNIVERSITY OF HOUSTON” bottom; dark blue “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker
boxes; AAOOAA serial format

University of Mary Hardin-Baylor
1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial

format; “UNIVERSITY OF MARY HARDIN-BAYLOR” bottom; purple campus
steeple left center surrounded by a purple outline

University of North Texas

undated dark blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; green & white
eagle logo left with “UNT” beneath; screened dark blue “UNIVERSITY OF NORTH
TEXAS” bottom; red “TEXAS” top

University of St. Thomas

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “UNIVERSITY OF ST. THOMAS” bottom; orange & red oval college
seal over red “UST” left center

University of Texas at Arlington

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “U.T. ARLINGTON” bottom; “UTA” left against a red-pink background
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University of Texas at Austin

undated dark blue/refl white; orange tower left center; black “UNIVERSITY OF
TEXAS” over “AT AUSTIN” bottom; blue “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes;
AAOQOAA serial format. NOTE! this was the first issue

undateddark blue/refl white; orange longhorn over “UT” left center; dark blue
“UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT AUSTIN” bottom; red “TEXAS” top

University of Texas at El Paso

undated dark blue/ref]l white; multicolored miner logo left center over “UTEP” over
“MINERS”; dark blue “UNIVERSITY OF TEXAS AT EL PASO” bottom; red
“TEXAS” top

University of Texas at San Antonio

undated dark blue/refl white; orange “UTSA” over white/blue roadrunner logo left
center; dark blue “UNIVERISTY OF TEXAS AT SAN ANTONIO” bottom; red
“TEXAS” top

West Texas A&M University

1994  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes; AAOOAA serial
format; “WEST TEXAS A & M UNIVERSITY” bottom; intertwined red “TW”
beneath a flame left center

U.S. Judge

1972 green/refl white; “TEXAS” top; “72” top right; “USA”*00A serial format
“U.S. JUDGE” bottom

1973  black/refl white; 74 format; serial is 2 numbers with suffix letters for extra
vehicles

1974 red/refl white; “U.S. JUDGE” bottom; “USA” prefix; “TEXAS” top; “74”
top right

1980  green/refl white; “TEXAS” over “U.S. JUDGE” top; white/blue debossed
upper corner boxes with “MAR” left & “80” right; “USA” prefix & state outline
separator; serial blocs - USA 10 to USA 999 with suffix letters for extra vehicles
NOTE! same format following years

1981 red/refl white 1982 blue/white 1983 green/refl white
1984 red/relf white 1985 blue/refl white
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1986 red & blue/refl white Sesquicentennial base; there was no U.S. Judge on
the plate (an error??); “TEXAS” top red; “MAR” top left; “86” top right; state
outline in center; “USA” prefix; “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986 bottom in
red

1987 86 colors & format except “87” top right
1991 blue & red/refl white; serial blocs are USA-10A to USA-99A with map

separator; red “TEXAS” over blue “U.S. JUDGE” top flanked by white/blue “MAR”
and white/blue last 2 digits of year

Vanity

Vanity plates available for motorcycle, dealer, trucks, State Official; 1 to 6 characters
permitted; truck vanities permitted; vanity plates for 1965 were passenger colors;
all subsequent ones differed.

1965 black/non-reflective white; 1 to 6 digits (letters or numbers but no
punctuation allowed) “19” top left; “TEXAS” top; “65” top right

1966 green/refl white; “TEXAS” top; “66” top right; “19” top left;
NOTE! same format used 1966 to 1976 except 1968

1967 red/refl white 1969 red/refl white 1970 green/refl white
1971 red/refl white 1972 light blue/refl white 1973 red/refl white
1974 green/refl white 1975 blue/refl white 1976 green/refl white

1968 green/refl white; “TEXAS” top; “68” bottom right & left; “HEMISFAIR”
center bottom

1977  red/refl white; “19 TEXAS 77” top

1978 red/refl white; “MAR TEXAS 78” top; “MAR” & “78” debossed & in
corners; for new registrants in 77 - rare; (one of the few dated 78 plates in Texas)

1979  blue/refl white; “TEXAS” top; debossed “MAR” upper left & debossed;
“79” upper right; truck vanities same except “TEXAS” over “TRUCK” top
NOTE! same format 1979-82

1980 dark green/refl white; 1981 red/refl white 1982 blue/refl white

1983  green/refl white; white/green debossed upper corner boxes with “MAR”
left & “83” right; “TEXAS” top;

1984  red/refl white; debossed “MAR” + “TEXAS” + debossed “84” top; the
Sept “85” plate described below was actually issued May 84 & used through Sept
85 so that 2 different vanity plates were used in 84
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1985 red & blue/refl white; red screened “TEXAS”; embossed boxes upper
corners with blue “SEP” left & “85” right; red “1836 SESQUICENTENNIAL 1986~

bottom
blue/refl white; expire 85 renewals from 1984 had 83 designed plates except for the

color change

1986-91 same as 85 plate except “MAR” upper left & “86” upper right
NOTE! from April 1985 thru September 85 plates were being used with SEP 85 in
the corners & MAR 86 in the corners

same as 85 plate except “SEP” upper left & “86” upper right
NOTE! there are thus 4 sesquicentennial vanity plates for SEP 85, MAR 86, SEP
86, & MAR 87

1987  blue & red/refl white; “TEXAS” top red screened & flanked by “SEP” top
left & “87” top right; this is the first non-Sesquicentennial vanity issue

1988 blue/white annual & month sticker on 87 base; thick blue border 1/8" thick;
“88” left; red serial top right with 8 numbers & “PM” - “P” = Personalized & “M”
=1988; “TEXAS” bottom right on annual sticker; “MAR” over “TEXAS” on month
sticker with the “MAR” smaller than it is on the regular white/blue month stickers;
NOTE! the embossed state outline can be used as a separator between letters or can
be in a suffix position or there can be not state outline at all

cl1991 blue & red/refl white; red “TEXAS” top flanked by sticker boxes

Vanity Non-passenger

In 1985 allowed on motorcycle, motor bus, dealer, trailer, city bus, private bus,
combination, token trailer, and travel trailer. Mopeds are now registered separate
from motorcycles & are permitted vanities. Last known truck vanities is 1980
(Mar 80). Today trucks get the same as passenger. See Disabled for vanities for
disabled person who have passenger or truck plates. They have “DISABLED” on
plate

V = Visitor

1917-22 “V” prefix; “TEX” vertical right;
1917 white/blue-black; undated; V7913 verified

W suffix = FACTORY DELIVERY
Series verified back to 1952 at least; in 1966 plates used “W” prefix.

1952  black/white; cardboard; 10-3/8" x 6-1/2"; “TEXAS 52” top; stacked number
and letter left followed by 000 serial; bottom three liens similar to 1959 format
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1959  black/white; cardboard; 12" x 6"; “9Y”*000 serial format; “TEXAS 59”
top; below the serial on 3 lines is the following: Line #1 - “ISSUED  EXPIRES
MAKE TYPE VEHICLE COUNTY TAX COLLECTOR” with a line above
each to be filled in; Line #2 - “TEMPORARY LICENSE PLATE FOR DELIVERY
OF NEW VEHICLE”; line #3 - “VALID ONLY WHEN COMPLETELY FILLED
ouT”

1966  black/white cardboard; 12" x 6"; “TEXAS” top; “66” top right; “W”*000
serial format; below on 3 lines is material similar to that on the 59 plate

1973  black/white; cardboard; “TEXAS” top + “73” top right; “W” suffix

1979-81 “W” suffix; cardboard; serial bloc = 100W to 999999 W

Wholesale Dealer

1981 red/refl white; “TEXAS” over “WHOLESALE DLR” top; white/red
debossed upper corner boxes with “MAR” left & “81” right; state outline separator
& “W” prefixed by either 10 thru 314 or 5000 thru 5609

NOTE! same format 1979-1985

1979 blue/refl white 1980 green/refl white 1982 blue/refl white

1983 green/refl white 1984 red/refl white 1985 blue/refl white

1986 red & blue/refl white Sesquicentennial base; “TEXAS” over
“WHOLESALE DLR” top;

Stickers & Tabs Non-passenger

In 1976 the classification was written on the sticker & the small letters following
the numbers of the serial also indicated the classification of the vehicle

A=passenger B=truck C=farm truck D=farm truck tractor
G=trailer H=token trailer J=travel trailer M=motor bus
L=city bus E=motorcycle F=tractor K=farm trailer

R=machinery N=private bus W=passenger disabled
T=consular S=disabled vet
GH=national guard (1984); GJ (1985); GK (1986)

All stickers had “TEX” vertical left over vehicle type in full; star center; serial top;
“76” right;

1977-86 Passenger and non-passenger stickers identical except for DV,
handicapped, POW, consular, motorcycle/moped (84), & Texas Guard (begun 84)
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STAGGERED REGISTRATION DATA

(from Jeff Ellis & Bob Gorham, Jr.)

Texas began its staggered registration system on 1/1/78 for new registrations and
with the MAR 78 expiration of the 1977 registration year for those vehicles registered
prior to 1/1/78. Passenger cars and light trucks are covered. All other types stayed
in March. Spread was APR 78 through JAN 79. However, those assigned APR
through SEP expirations could elect to skip to a *79 sticker.

PHASE I:

The criterion was the second-to-last digit of the vehicle’s plate number: (ABC-123,
AB-1234).
Second to last digit

1. APR 78 or APR 79 2. May 78 or May 79
3. JUN 78 or JUN 79 4. JUL 78 or JUL 79

5. AUG 78 or AUG 79 6. SEP 78 or SEP 79

7. OCT 78 8. NOV 78

8. DEC 78 10. Jan 79

One important note: any vehicle which had its 1977 registration renewed more
than a month late (after 4/30/78) was treated as a new registrant, rather than being
assigned a month based on the second to last digit. (See Phase II)

PHASE II:

New registrants beginning 1/1/78 have been assigned the twelfth inclusive month
(FEB 91 to JAN 92). Motorcycles, which originally were assigned March, were
brought into the staggered system several years after the system was originally
adopted. Beginning with ’85 expirations, vanity plates could expire in either MAY
or SEP, rather than MAR only.

Plates remain with the vehicle when it is sold, and the month always stays the same.
Vanity, ham, and State Official plates may be transferred from one vehicle to another.
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Statistical Information

The chart on the following pages is a comparison of registration fees for passenger,
commercial and motorcycle vehicles since the inception of law through present
day. Because of the many variances of classifications and the fact that fees were
assessed in different ways, i.e. cost per horsepower, cost per weight, cost per year
model, each of the calculations was made using the median point of weight and for
year model registration formulas, using current year model vehicles.

196 The History of Texas License Plates — 80th Anniversary Edition



Lel

uonIp Kunsiaauuy yi08 — SaIn)d asuadry svxaJ Jo KL0IS1H Y]

0£'G$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0¢e$

palsabbelg

SOA

aeibali0n

‘puni diysiejoyos

jooyos o} sa0b Gz¢ "aa} uonesnsiba senbas + og$ St 934
“Ais1aaiun ayy jo eiubisul p aweu ay) Buikeidsip sejoysa
[erosswiwiod by @ sied 1ebuassed o) panss| sajeid 2
abajj09 usaaeyo0Ig

00°'SE$

00°'0t$

SOA

00°0S$

SOA

feadg

"8ouBURjUIBW/UOIIRIO)Sa]
sued 0} sSpaadoid ‘pamojje sajeid [euosiad

‘puag 6ig jo sainjes) jueoyubis jo sabewi oydesb sAeidsig
Ned jeuoyeN puag big

0£°'s$

00°0e$

SOA

00°0€$

poiabbelg

SOA

aeibajon

‘puny diysie|oyos

looyos 0} saob Gz¢ "aa) uonesnsibai seinbai + 0g$ S| 884
‘Ajis1aaun ayy Jo ejubisul @ aweu ayy Buife|dsip sejoiyea
[ero1awwod by g s1eo sabuassed o) panssi saje|d g
Ausianun Jojheg

0£'s$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palabbelg

SOA

ajelba|jon

‘puny diysse|oyos

[ooyos 0] sa06 Gz¢ “9a) uonesnsibai seinbai + og$ sI 904
-Aus1aAun ay; jo elubisul pue aweu ay) Buikedsip safoIyaA
[eoiswiwiod by pue sied sabuassed o) panss| sejeld 2
abajj09 unsny

00c$

auoN

SOA

BUON

sunp

SBA

jeoadg

"9AIBSaY $82104 pauly ‘SN
8y} Jo s1aquiaw paIal 10 A0 AQ PBUMO SBJOIUSA
[etosowwiod Wb @ sieo sebusssed 0} peanssi sejeld g
9AI9SOY $992104 pauly

0e's$

BUON

paje.ioid
Je9A G

0e'0v$
pue og°05$

yosepy

8UON

[ewoadg

0E° 0%

= 0261> pPue 0g'05$ = 0261 < 8be yum pouad 1eak any

© 10} S1 894 "015 ‘sapeied ‘SaliAOR gN|o ‘SUONIGIYXD 1o} pasn
3|oIyaA "abe Jo SIA Gg < syonu} % sied Jebuassed 10j panss)
3|91yaA anbyuy

0€'S$

00°'G2$

SOA

00°'62$

pasabbelg

SOA

(epadg

*1S09 ou 0} pajwij Je s}ad Jsnau pue

Aeds 1eu) sanjioe} Ja)ays fewiue o} ob spaadoid ‘pamoje
sajeld [euosiad ", A|pusu [ewiuy, SPIOM ay} Jeaq [
Aipuaji4 jewuy

0€'G$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0¢$

paiebbelg

SOA

ajeibsjon

*puny diysiejoyds |0oyos

8y} 01 seob a8} ay) Jo G2¢ 99} uonesnsibel seinbai + ogg so4
‘Ausianiun ay; jo eiubisuy g sweu ay) buikeydsip sejpiysa
[eo1awiwod b ¥ sied sabuassed 0} panssi sejeid g
Aysisaniun uensuy) ausjqy

994 Juaw
-aoejday

094
[emauay
oadg

994

994

‘Bay |enuuy ajeid dads

yiuoy
uonjesidx3y

s

aleid

Wjeuag/uondussaq




0€°S$

00°0€$

SBA

00°0€$

paisbbels

SBA

ajeibs|jon

‘puny diysiejoyos

|ooyos 0} s806 Gz¢ "ea) uonesisibeal seinbas + gg$ st o84
"Ausianiun sy} Jo eiubisul % aweu sy} buike|dsip sejoiyan
[erdsewwiod by ¢ s1eo sebusssed o) panss| sejed g
Ausianiun 1sndeg sexa] 1seg

0£'s$

00°0£$

SOA

00'0¢$

palabbeig

SOA

[eadg

"puny Aemybiy ayy

0} 01$ B punj [esauab o) sa06 98} Jo 0g$ "84 0E$ "eoULWY
J0 81N00g Aog/m uoneynsuod ui paubisep aeid [elvads
8leld 1noas Aog Jo asnqy Bnuqg

00'1$

00°€$

SUON

00'e$

yosep

SOA

[eloadg

‘panssi saiejd feuoppe oN “Ajrenuue

€$ sl @84 "Ajwalixe Jemo| jo uoneindwe 0} anp %Gy$

1o Angesip parejal 80IAI8s 94,09 9ARY 0} UOHEIASILILPY
uelalaA eyl Aq palyiues suelale pajgesiq o) penssi sejeid z
19A paiqesia

0€'s$

00'GI$
pue 00°01$

SOA

0001$

palabbelg

SOA

[eoadg

"weiboid Jasiuitipe o3 si

894 "18S [eUONIPPE 10} G| $ 19S IS| IO} 98} uolenSsIBal Jenbal
+ 01$ 40 98} [ENUUY "ULIOIS/PIBIYS Mase uonesadp ul ped
%001 OYM $82104 paulY ‘SN Jo siequisw o} panss| sajeld g
wLIols H9sag

BUON

SUON

SOA

BUON

palsbbelg

SOA

[eadg

'99} [euolppe oN °,8bpnp
Aunog, spiom syl yum sabpnl Aunoo o) panssi sejeid g
abpnp fjuno)

0€°s$

000l$

SOA

000l$

paiabbelg

SOA

[eloadg

‘uoneoijdde renul Jaye

G1$ 1o} paseyoind aq Aew s1os |BUOIPPY "98) uoljelsIBal
Jleinbas + weiboid ssjsiulwpe 0} 01§ 40 88 [enuuy “Areixny
pJeny 1seo0)) Jo slaquiau paillel 1o dAlloe 01 panssi sejed g
Aseijixny pienyg jseo)

0e'5$

00GI$

SOA

00°S1$

pasabbelg

SOA

jeoadg

‘pun4 anusaay [eJsusr) ay) 0} saob 89 jeuonippy

'99} uonel)sibal Jeinbal + G| § SI 994 "I19P|0 pue SIedA

Gg ale ydlym sajoiysa |e1osawwod by o} panssi sergd 2
}oniyt aisse|n

0€'s$

00'G1$

SBA

00'GL$

palsabbelg

SOA

[e1oadg

"99} uonesnsibal renbal
+ 99} G| $ 'PIO Sieah Gz 1seoj 1B $9|0ADI0I0W 10} pansS|
ajdhoiojop disse|)

0€°5$

00°G51$

SOA

00'GI$

palobbelg

SOA

{eadg

‘pund anuanay

[e1duaD) 0} s806 88} |RUONIPPY "88) UOKEI)SIBaI Jeinbal + G1§
S| 894 "19p|0 40 siesh Gg sieo Jabusssed o} penssi saje|d g
ony J1sse|d

994 Jusw
-aoe|day

994
lemauay
oadg

994

994

‘Bay |enuuy oje|d d8dg

Jiuop
uonendxy

194218

ajeid

auagyuonduossag

861

UONIPH KADSLPATUUY YIOQ — SIV]J dSUIINT SDXB ] fo K103S1E] oY ]




661

uonipy Lupsidaruy yiQg — $aIv)g asuaory svxa fo L1011y ayJ

0€°'5$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palobbeis

‘puny Aemybiy 0} 01§ % puny [elousl syl Ul JUNOJOE OBPOY

¥ MOYS X00]S8AIT UOISNoH 8y} 0} sa0b 0g$ “uonelisibal

Jemnbal + 0g$ s 994 "sjueoldde 0} panssi sojeid g

SOA [eioads O0OPOY B MOYS }I0}SaAIT UOISNOH

0e's$

00°0¢$

SOA

00°0¢$

palobbelg

‘puny diysiejoyos

|ooyos 03 seob Gg¢ "o9) uonesisibal senbal + 0g$ sI 904

‘Als1aAlun ayy jo elubisul g sweu ay) BuiAeidsip sojoiyaA

[elosawiLod 1yBy| % sieo sebuassed o) penss) sejeid g

SOA a1e1bsyj0) Ausiaalun isndeg uojsnoH

0001$

000t$

BUON

00'01%

paisebbelg

'88} 01$ "000°00} > INg 000°G6<

s uojiejndod pue ‘elels Jsyjoue sivpiog Aunod ‘sissuibug

j0 sdi09 'S 2y 1o {0410 Jepun Jo paumo Auedoid

|ees uo sapisal oym Ued Job Jo Jsumo ue o} penssi aje|d |

ON [eroeds HeJ Jjon

0e'ss

0001$

SOA

0001$

polobbelg

‘puny Remybiy 0] s806 Jspulewlal ayy ‘sapisal

weoidde sy} yoiym ul Aunod ey o ieinseal) AJUNOD 8Y) 0}

$806 S8 0G (01L$ SI 994 [enuuy “Areyjiw "g'N 8y} ul Buinies

ajlym palp oym uosiad e Jo slayjoul 0} panssi seleyd g

SOA [efoadg AOUj0 JB1S ploYH

SUON

00€$

SUON

00°c$

yosepy

‘wesboud

Jaisiuiwpe 0} 88§ 00'E$ 1ONS| | B Sslaquinu € Ag pamoj|o}

.Sd. Xljoid B 9ARY $8)E|d "S'N 9YI/M 101)JU0D Jo pouad

e Buunp sejels payun ayj Jo Awous ue Ag pajelssiesut

B painided aiam oym suosiad ioj panssi sejed g

SOA [e1padg MOd 12w.i04

0e's$

sJeak any
10} 00°01L$

SOA

00°01$

paiebbelg

"s1eah oAl 10} 99} 01§ I1sesaut aljgnd

JO suonouny Jayjo pue sepeled ‘SalAnoe gn|o ‘SUoIIqIYXo

10} Ajojos pasn sajoiyan Arejjiw Jouio} o} panssi saje|d g

SOA [eroadg BOIYaA Ateypy Jowro4

0£'6$

00'0¢$

SOA

00°0€$

palobbeig

‘puny diysie|oyos [0oyos

0} s000 98} Jo Gg$ 99} uonessibal senbal + 0gg SI 994

"Ausianiun ay) Jo elubisul % swieu ayy Buife|dsip se|diyeA

[erosawwoo by ¥ s1eo ssbuassed o} penss| saed g

SOA o1e1bsij0n Ausianiun ajels sexay iseq

994 jusw
-aoejday

o094
femauay
dgadg

994
‘6ay [enuuy

994
aje|d 2adg

Yluoln
uoneadx3

12008 ajeld Weuag/uonduosag




0£'s$

0001$

SaA

0001$

paisbbelg

SOA

‘weiboud sig)siuwipe

994 "9} uonesnsibes sejnbal + 01$ Jo 994 “Atelxny sy 10

anbea sdi109 suuepy 8y} Jo siequisw 0} ajqejieAe soje|d g

{eladg anbean sdio) aunep

0o0'c$

00'ce$

SUON

00'e$

[enuuy

ON

"99} uopesisibal [enuue ou/weiboid Jeisiuiwpe

0} 98} 00'E$ "JIOUOH JO {epaly pue ‘Ssoi) AABN ‘SS0ID)

80IM8g paysinbunsig Auuy ‘ssoi)) adlaeg paysinbunsiq

‘sS0J0 82104 A1y 8y} Jo suaidioal 0} panssi sajeid 2

[eroadsg Jojep jo uoiba

0€°'S$

00°0e$

SeA

00°0€$

pasebberg

SOA

‘puny diysiejoyos

[ooyds 0} 994 Jo Gg$ "o8) uonessibal teinbas + og$ SI 804

‘Ausisaiun ay) jo elubisul g sweu sy} Buike|dsip sejoiyan

[etolowiwoo ybi p sieo 1obuassed o) panssi sejeld 2

ajeibajj0n Ayssaniun Jewen

0e's$

00'SI$
pue 00'01L$

SOA

0001$

palabbeis

soA

‘uoijesisibals

lfejnbas + G1.$ 1o} sjes |euonippe ‘98} [e1oads Q1§ "S661

‘I "go- 8l0jaq R 056192 aunr Jaye ANp SAlOR U0 9i9m

OUM $82104 pauly "S'N ay} Jo s1aquidw o} panssi sajeld 2

[eioadg UBIDJOA BOIO)

0£°s$

00°05$

SOA

00°05$

poiabbelg

SOA

"swesboid uoiesynneaq Ajunwiios @ uonuaaaid

e Buioddns Joj 1dep Aq pasn aq o} 89} Jo Gp$ "0G$ SI

994 ", Injuneag sexa| dasy|, SpIom 8y} yum panssi sajeid g

[eloadg |njnneag sexa] doay|

0£'6$

00°0€$

SBA

00°0€$

paisbbeig

SOA

puny diysie|oyds |ooyos ayy

0} sa06 @8y 8y} o Gg¢$ "9} uoneunsibai senbas + g$ s1 994

"Ayis1aaiun sy jo eiubisul % sweu ayy buikeidsip sapdiysn

felolewwoo bl p sied 1abusssed 0} pansst sajeid g

ajeibajon 9b63j109 piop ajeuedU|

0€'s$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palebbelg

SOA

‘puny diys.iejoyos

jooyos o} s806 Gg$ "oa) uonelsibal seinbai + gg$ s1 994

‘Ausiaalun ay) jo elubisul 3 sweu ay) Buike|dsip sajoiyan

[eloJowiwod ybi| @ sied sebusssed o) panssi seyeyd 2

ajeibsjj0n Ausianun auhed premop

994 Juaw
-aoejday

934
|emaudy
oadg

‘Bay |enuuy aje|d oadg

994

9934

Jiuop
uonendxy

0us aleld

yjouag/uondussag

00T

UOUIPT K4DSI2AIUUY YIOY — S]] ISUIINVT SDXI ] Jo K101S1H Y]




10C

uouIps Lupsi2auuy YiOf — SaI]d aSuaINY SvXa Jo LIoISIg Y[

0£'6$

00°0v$

SOA

00°0t$

paiebbelg

SaA

[eoadg

"9} uoneJisibai tejnbas + op$ v

"8|qeuonoslqo jou ‘eresiidnp jou ‘bas Buuequinu Bunsixa/m
191]JU0S 10U Op SJaNs|/sIeqUINU 8y} papirocid panssi sejeid g
saje|d pazijeuosiad

BUON

00°GL$
pue 00'e$

SUON

00'e$

yoiep

SaA

jeioadg

‘1es pug

10} G1$ ‘e$ Aed asnods pausewUN/SIOANIANG "sasnods
Buiaiuns pauewun o Lyl ‘L *09( UO °|S| UBllEMEH

Ut pauone)s g s80104 paully ‘S N au} Jo suosiad Aq

paumo sojolyan “wwod Jybi) B sied ssed 0} penssi sejeid g
JOAIAINS 10QIBH |1ead

0£°S$

00°02$

SOA

00°02%$

paiabberg

SOA

[enadg

"wesbouid Jaisiuiwpe o} s| 894 98} uonensibal seinbos +

02$ st 884 "p|Iyd Ynpe Jo aied ‘esnods Buiainns vy o1 10
Anp Jo sull 8y} UI papunNoMm S18DIO B9BBd O} panss| sare|d Z
9AI9S pue 19310.d O] 1921}J0 adead

0£°G$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palabbeig

SOA

ajeibsjjon

‘puny diysiejoyos jooyos

ay} o} saob 89} jo Gz¢ uonesnsiBbai Jeinbal + 0g$ S1 994
"Ajisianun ay) jo elubisul @ sweu sy bBuikeidsip sajoiyan
[etosewiwoo byl @ s1eo sobuassed o) panss| sajeid g
anoeidoaiy) jo abajjon Jovsed

BUON

SUON

SUON

SUON

QUON

SUON

eoadg

‘(AJifenb jou op siajien-jwes B siajed)

pabireyo es} oN “sesodind epesed Joy Ajuewud pasn p
‘paronuisuod ‘paubisep @ uoneziuebio aoinles yjoiduou e Aq
pajeiado pue psumo SJoIYaA Pazuojow e o} pansst sajed Z
3]91ydA apeled

0g'5$

00°02$

SOA

00°'02$

palobbeig

SOA

jeoadg

‘weiboid Jasiuiupe

0} Juswpedsp ayy 0} G$ 3 pung Bulurel] aIdwA|O "S'N 9y}
0} 906 0z¢$ "o} uonensibas sejnbas + g$ s1 884 “SoRIYAA
[e1osewwo0 ybi| @ sieo sebuassed 0} panssi sajeid 2
nadg aidwAjo

0€°G$

00°0£$

SOA

00°0€$

paisabbelg

SOA

ajelbajjon

‘puny diysiejoyos

[00Yds au} 0} 89} J0 Gg§ “o8) uonesnsibai seinbel + gg s v
*Aiis1aniun ay Jo eiubisul g sweu sy Buike|dsip sajoiyan
[etosawiwod b p sieo Jebusssed o1 panss) sejeld 2
Ajisianiun ajelS WIB)ISaMPIN

994 Jusw
-3oe|day

994
|emauay
oodg

994

‘Bay jenuuy

994
aeld oads

Jiuow
uoneuidxsy

19qons

oeld

Wauag/uonduosaqg




oe'ss

00'0c$

SOA 00°0¢$

paiabbe)g

SOA

puny

diysiejoyos |ooyas 0} saob 99} jo Gg¢ “uonessibal Jeinbal

+ 99} 0£$ "Ausianiun Jo eiubisul g aweu Buieidsip sojoiysa

{ero1awwod b B sted Jebuassed o) panssi saleid 2

aelbalj0n AlsiaAlun 918)1S UOISNOH Wes

0€'6$

00°0¢$

SOA 00°'0£$

palobbeig

SOA

puny

diysiejoyos jooyos o} saob 99} Jo Gg¢ “uoneilsiBas seinbal
+ 99} 0€$ "Ausiaaiun jo erubisul g sweu Buifeidsip ss|oiysa
[elosswiwo9 ybf ¢ sieo sabuassed o) panssi saieid g

ajeibalj0n

abajj09 puejyoly

0€'S$

00°0€$

SBA 00°0€$

palebbels

SOA

‘puny

diysie|oyos |0oyos 0} $89} JO GZ$ "99) uonellsibal Jeinbal
+ 99} 0€$ "Ausioniun jo elubisu; g sweu Buike|dsip sajoiyan
[erosowwo9 1Yy ¥ sieo sebuassed o} penssi sajeld g

aleiboa||0n

Ausianiun 291y

0e'G$

00'G1$
10 00'0€$

SBA 00°0€$

paisbbeig

SOA

"02$ S! 99} ‘0G < s199J} 104 “Aoesay|

Buipea. Jo} uoissiwwo) uoneonp3 o} 88} Jo Gz$ ‘weiboid
Josiuiwpe o) 88y Jo G4 “uoneuisibal senbai + 29} 0£$
‘uosited Aue 0} syonii g sieo 1abusssed Joj panssi seje|d 2

[etoadg

pa929ng 0} peay

BuoN

00°Gt$
pue 00°c$

SUON 00°€$

paiobbelg

SOA

*8|01UyaA [euonippe uo ‘Baiieinbal + GL$ %@ 9|01YBA I1sIly

3y} uo Pa199||00 S| 89} OE$ ‘osnods BuiaInIns palewWUN JIBY)
10 ‘[epaw yeaH ajdind ay) jo swuaidinal Ag paumo ssjoIysa
[erosowwiod b g sieo sebusssed o) panssi sejeid 2

[eadg

jaidioay Heay ajding

0e's$

00°SE$

SBA 00'5€$

paiabbels

SOA

“Ajoe) sweb

J0 uonesado 1O UOIIBAOUSI ‘UOIONIISUOD 104 puny 0] saob

Gg$ "898} Ge$ "sexa] ul wea} spods [euolssajoid e Jo eiubisul

® sWeu 8y} sapnjoul ajeld wed|dde o} panss) sajeid 2

[eloads swed] suodg jeuoIssajoid

0E'S$

00°0¢$

SOA 00°0€$

palabberg

SBA

‘pun} diysiejoyos

|ooyos 0} s906 99} Jo Gg$ "88} uonesisibal sejnbau

+ 0€$ sl @94 *Aysianiun ayj jo eiubisul g aweu sy Bulkejdsip

S8J0IYsA "Wwwod ybij g sieo Jebuassed 0] penssi seieid 2

ajelbe}j0D Aysianiun W B v Malp sueid

934 Jusw
-age|dey

994
jemauay
dgadg

004 904
‘Bay |enuuy aje|d d9ds

Yiuoin
uoneuidxy

ons aeld

Njauagyuonduosag

0T

uoyIps KADSL2AIUUY YIO§ — SIID]J dSUIYT SUX3 [ o K10ISIE Y]




€0T

uoyIpy UDSI20TUUY Y10 — S2ID]J dSUIITT SDXI] Jo LIOISIE ay ]

0£°'s$

00°0e$

SOA

00°0€$

palabbelg

‘puny

diysiejoyas [00yds sy} 0} 934 40 Gg$ 8a) uonensibal sejnbal

+ 99} 0e$ "Ausianiun sy Jo eubisul @ sweu sy buike|dsip

SO0IYaA [erolawwod by @ s1eo sebusssed o) panssi sejeid g

SOA ajeiba)0n AusJsanun Wy sexal

0€'6$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paisbbels

"puny diysiejoyds jooyos sy} 0} 99 Jo Gz$ "uonessibal tejnbas

+ 99} 0e$ "Asianun Jjo eubisul g sweu Buike|dsip seoiyen

[e1o18wwo0 Jybi| g s1eo ssbusssed o) panssi sejeid Z

SOA aeibo)0D Alis1aniun ajels uolejse

0e°'s$

00°0€$

SOA

00°'0¢$

paiabbelg

‘puny

diysJejoyos |0oyos sy 0} 83} JO G2$ ‘uonensibai Jenbel +

99} 0€$ "Alsieaun Jo eiubisul g aweu ay Buikedsip sadiysA

[e1o1awwo WbI} g sieo sebuassed 0} panssi sejeid z

SOA areibo|0D Ausianun uisysamyinog

0€°6%

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

pelabbeig

‘puny

diyssejoyos |ooyos ay) 0} 984 o Gg4 "uonensibal sejnbau +
99} 0€$ “Alsianiun Jo eiubisul @ aweu ay Huikedsip sspoIyaA
[erosawiwo0 bl % sied sebuassed o) panss| sejeid z

SOA aelbs|j0n Ausianiun aiels sexa] 1samyinos

0g's$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palabbelg

‘puny

diyssejoyos jooyas sy} 0} 884 0 GZ$ “uonensiBel Jejnbal +
99} 0£$ "Ausioniun Jo eiubisul 3 sweu ay) Buike|dsip sejoiyen
[ero1owwo0 1B g sieds sabusssed o} panss) sereid z

SBA ajeiba|j0n Ausianun 1sipoyisy useynos

0€°6$

00°0¢$

SOA

00°0€$

pasabbeig

puny

diysejoyos jooyos ayj 0} 99y Jo G2$ "uonessibai Jenbay +

99} 0e$ Ausioniun jo eubisul R sweu ay) Bulkeidsip sajoiyan

[eroJawwod 16y pue sied Jebusssed o} penssi saje|d g

SOA aeibajjon Aussanlun 91e1S UnsSny ‘4 usydals

0e'ss$

00°'se$

SOA

00°s2$

palabbeig

"SUY 8y} UO UOISSILWO)

Sexa| 8y} 0} 0g$ "uonessibel Jeinbal + 99) Gg$ "sojoIyeA

[e1oJowwod 16y g sied sebusssed o} panss| sajeid 2

SOA [eroadg SHY a3yl jo ajers

0€°S$

00°0€$

SBA

00°0£$

palabbeig

‘108lo1d uonesolsal jonded o}

so00 998} J0 Gg¢ o9} uonensiBal Jenboy + 99} 0€$ "S9oIyaA

[e1o1awwo9 61| 3 sieo sebuassed 0} panss| sejeid Z

SOA [eroadg loude) aje1s

994 Juow
-agejday

994
[emauay
oadg

994

‘B6ay jenuuy ajeld oadg

294

yiuop
uonelidxg

1ons aeld Wjeuag/uonduosag




0€'s$

00°0€$

SOA

00'0£$

palabbeis

SOA

ajeibaj0n

‘puny diysiejoyos

jooyds ay} 0} se80b Gz¢$ 99} uonelisibal tejnbas + 0£$

s1 994 "Ausiaaiun jo elubisul p aweu ay) buikejdsip sajolyaa
feinsawwod by » sied sebuassed o) panss sejeid g

yoa] sexaj

0£'S$

00°0¢$

SOA

000€$

paisabbelg

SOA

ojeibal0n

‘punj diysie|oyss

jooyos ay} 0} sa06 Gg¢$ 99 uonelisibal senbas + 0g$

s| 884 “Ausianiun jo elubisul p aweu ay) Buifedsip sejoiyan
[elowwod b » sieo tebuassed o0} panssi sajeid g
As1aA1un UIOYINOS sexa)

0€'Ss$

00°0¢$

SOA

00°0€$

palabberg

SOA

ayelbojjon

‘puny diysie|oyos

[ooyos ay) 0} seob Gg¢ o8y uonensibes seinbai + 0g$

si 994 "AusiaAiun jo eiubisul g aweu ayy Buifejdsip sajoiyaa
[erosewiwod b 9 sied tabusssed o) panss sajeld g
Ausianjun uesayin sexal

00'2$

BUON

SOA

BUON

sunp

SOA

[eiadg

“S3onJ} b1 @ Jebuassed 1o} uoneinsibal |

jenuuy °,9, '3 Jaquinu | Jo X|jald ‘psenc) a)elS sexa | /pienc)
[euoneN X1 Jo Jequiaw painal/eAiloe o} panss) sajeid g
pieny sexa|

0e's$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

pasabbelg

SOA

ojeibal0n

‘puny diysiejoyos

jooyos ay1 0} seob Gzg$ -99) uonensibal seinbas + 0c$

s1 994 "AlsiaAiun jo ejubisul @ aweu ay) Buifeidsip sajoiyaa
feiosowiwod by » sieo sebusssed o) panss| sejeld 2
Aysiaajun uensuyd sexay

oe's$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paiabbelg

SOA

ajeibali09

‘puny diysie|oyos

JOOY9s 8yl 0} 99} Jo Gg$ "99} uonensibai se|nbal + Oe$ SI 804
‘Asioniun ay) jo eiubisul @ sweu ay) buiheidsip sejoiysa
[eiosowiwod by » sieo sebuassed o} panssi sajeid 2
abajj09 anoeidonys sexaj

0€'S$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palobbeis

SOA

[eadg

"UOISSIWIWOY) a9edsoloy sexa]

0} sa0b Gz¢ ‘99 uonessibal seinbes + Og$ J0 984 "sejdIysA
leniawiwod b ¥ sseo 1obuassed o) penssi sajeid g
uoISSIWWOY) adedsolay Sexa]

0e's$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palebberg

SOA

ajelbsjjon

‘punj diysiejoyos

[00Y2s au 0} 99} JO G2 o8} uonelsibal seinbai + 0gg st 994
‘Ausioniun ay} jo eiubisul g aweu ay) Bulfejdsip sajoiyan
[eroiawiwod Y| ¥ sieod tebuassed o} panssi sajeld g
nsuys sndio) ‘ANISIvAIUN WY Sexal

994 JuUsw
-9oejday

994
jemauay

oadg ‘Boy jenuuy aje|d dads

994

994

Jiuoy
uonesndxgy

s

aleld

Wauag/uonduosag

Y0

UOINPT KADSLIATUUY YIOQ — SID]J ISU201T SPX3 [ Jo K10ISIE oY [




S0c

UOIP KADSI2ATUUY YIOQ — SPID]J ISUIITT SDX2 ] Jo KI0ISIE] Y]

0€'S$

00°0£$

SOA

00'0e$

palofibelg

SOA

ajeibejj0n

‘puny diysie|oyos

jooyos ayj 0} seob 29} jo Ge$ uonessibal Jenbal +

98} 0€$ “Ausseaiun Jo eiubisul 3 aweu ay) Buikeidsip sajoiyea
[edsowwod Wbt @ s1eod sebuassed o) panssi sejeld g
lojAeg-uipsey Aiepy jo Ausianiun

0e's$

00'0€$

SOA

00°0€$

palobbelg

SOA

ajeibajjon

‘puny diysiejoyos

jooyos ay} 0} seob 89} Jo Gz$ "uonensibal seinbai + o9y
00°0€$ “Austaaiun jo eubisul % sweu ayy buikedsip seiyaA
[e1osawwon by g sieo sobuassed o) panssi seje|d g
UOISNOH Jo AJsiaAlun

0e's$

00'GL$
pue 00°0L$

SOA

000}$

paiobbelg

SOA

[eoadg

1S pug 10} 88} G| § “uonelsibal senbal + 89y 01§ AreN
"S’N 8y} JO sIsqwisw PaJl}al 10 SAfoe AQ PauMO S8|oIYaA
jelnlawwoo b » s1eo sabusssed 0} panssi sejeld 2

AneN ‘s'n

0€'6$

00'S5t$
pue go'0t$

SOA

0001$%

palebbelg

SOA

feads

198 pug

1o} 99} G1$ "uonesnsibal seinbal + 98} 01§ "sioqIB
sdi0D suuBl 'S'N Palllal JO BAIOE AQ POUMO SBDIYSA
[etosowwiod Wbl @ sieo 1obuassed o) panssi sejeid 2
sdi0) aunen "s'n

0€'s$

00'G1$
pue 00'01$

SOA

00°01$

palabbeig

SOA

[eadg

‘1os pug

1o} @9} G1$ "uoneusibel reinbai+ o9} gL $ "sIoqUIBW
pleny 1se0) "S'M Palisl/anioe AQ PaUMO S8|OIYSA
fe1osewwod by g sieo jobuassed oy panssi sejeld g
pieny jseod 's 'n

0e's$

00'51$
pue 00'0L$

SOA

000L$

pasobbeig

SaA

[eloadg

198 pug

10} 93} G1$ 99} uoneyysibal Jeinbel + pebieyd si 98} 00°01L$
"s1equisw Awly ‘S'N pPallal/eAloe AQ paumo SajoIyaAn
ferosawwod b @ sieo sebuassed o} panssi sajeld 2

Auny s 'n

0e's$

00'St$
pue 00'0t$

SOA

000I$

palsebbelg

SOA

[eadg

“99) uonelisibal Jejnbeai |

+ 99} 01$ "siaquiaw 82104 Iy "S'N palilai/eAnde AG paumo
SaJoIyaA [erosswwod ubi g Jebusssed o) penssi sejeid g
8dJod4 Ay 'S 'N

0£°'s$

00'S+$
PuB 00°01L$

SOA

0001$

palabbelg

SOA

fesadg

"seje|d Jo 1os pug 10} 894 G1$ “uoneusiBal Jeinbas + 88} 01$
"loajed 41y JIAID JO SI8quIBW PaINRI/OANOE AQ PBUMO SB|IIYOA
felosswwios b g s1eo sebuassed o} panss| sejeld g

joned 1y 1A1D Buim sexal

994 Jusw
-aoe|dey

994
[emauay
sadg

934

994

‘Bay jenuuy ajeld dads

Jiuo
uone.idxy

oyons

oeid

Wjeuag/uondudsag




0e'G$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paiebbelg

‘puny Aemybly ayj o} G ® puny [esouab ayy
ul Junoooe wesboid ajed0Ape Jasjun|oA [elausb Asuione ayy
01 s206 99} J0 52$ '0€$ S 894 "sjueoydde oy panssi seigd 2

SOA [e1oads 8JE00APY J33JUN|OA

0e'G$

00'G+$
pue 00'01$

SOA

0001$%

palabbeig

189S pug 10} uonieuisibal reinbai + 98} G| § "uonelsibal

lenBai + 98} 01$ "5//8/G 810§0q ¥9/p/8 Jeye Ainp

8AI10B UO $S82104 pauuy "S'N JO siaquisw o} panssi sajeid g

SOA [ejoadg URISJOA WeUdIA

0£'5$

00°0c$

SOA

00°0e$

palobbeig

‘puny diysse|oyos

[00yds 8y} 0} s806 88} J0 Gg$ "uone.nsiBal seinbal + a9y

0€$ "Ausieniun ay} jo ejubisul g sweu ay) Buikeidsip sajoiyen
[erosawiwo9 yb| % sied Jabuassed o) penssi saieid g

SOA aeiba|j0n Oluoluy ues Je sexa] jo Ausianiupn

0€°5$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

pasobbelg

‘puny diysiejoyos

|ooyos 8y 01 seob 99j Jo gg$ "uonessibal Jeinbal

+ 0g$ ‘Aussonlun Jo elubisul ® sweu ay} Buife|dsip ssjoiysa
[elosswiwoo Jybl| % si1ed sabuassed 0] panssi seje|d g

SOA ajeIbai|0n osed |3 je sexa] Jo ANsianlun

0€'S$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paiabbelg

‘puny diysiejoyos

|ooyos ay) 01 seob 88} Jo Gg¢ uoneslsiBal Jejnbal

+ 0£$ “Aussanun jo elubisul g aweu sy bulkeldsip ssjoiyon
[eiosswiwod byl g sied ebusssed o} penssi saje|d 2

SOA aeiba|0n unsny je sexa] jo Ausisaniun

0£'G$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paiabbelg

‘puny diysie|oyos

[ooyas ey} 0} seob 88} Jo Gzg¢ ‘uonensibai Jenbal

+ 0£$ "Austonun jo eiubisul g aweu ay) Bulkeidsip sspiyan
ferosswwo9 ybi| g sted sebusssed o) penssi see|d g

SOA ajeibslj09 uolbuiy je sexa] jo Alsieaiun

0e'6$

00°0€$

SOA

00°0€$

paisbbelg

‘puny diysiejoyos

looyas ay) 01 seob a8y jo Gg¢ "uonesnsibal Jenbai

+ 0€$ "Ausiaaun jo ejubisul g sweu ay) Bulkedsip sajoiyon
[erosswiwos byl ¢ si1eo Jabuassed 0] panss) seiejd g

SOA aeibo|j0n sewoy] juies jo Ajsitaniun

0€°G$

00'0€$

SOA

00'0€$

pasobbelg

‘punj diysiejoyos

|ooyos oy} 0} se0b 88} Jo Gg¢ "uonesisibai senbas +

99} 0£$ "Ausianiun jo ewbisul ' aweu ay) Buikeidsip sspoiyaa
[eloiswiwo9 bl 3 sieo sabuassed o) penssi soeid 2

SOA ajelbsjj0n sexa] UMON jo Ajisiaaiun

994 Jusw
-aoe|day

994
|emauay
sgadg

‘Bay fenuuy aleld sadg

994

094

Yiuon
uonendx3y

1oNs aeld 1auag/uonduosaq

90¢

UONIPF] KADSLOAUUY YIS — SAAD]J dSUIINT SUX3 ] fo K4OISIE] oY ]




LOC

uonIpd LADSL2a1UUY YIOQ — S2ID]J dSUIINT SDX2 ] fo L1031S1H] Y]

0€'S$

0001$

SOA 0001$

paiobbelg

SOA

"8)8S [euolppe 4oy uonelisibal seinbal + 61§ "o9} uonellsibal

feinbas + 994 01§ "L1/1/1 810J8q B Ly/9/2 | 4eue AINp aAnoe

Uo S80104 pawly ‘S N ay; Jo Ssleqwaw o} panss| seje|d g

[eloadg UBISJIA |l JeM PMOM

0E'G$

00°0€$

S9A 00°0€$

palabbelg

SOA

‘puny diysiejoyos

looyos sy} 0} s806 88} Jo Gg$ "uonedsibal Jenbal + 99}

0€$ “Ausisaiun sy} jo elubisu) g aweu ay) Bulkeidsip sajoiyen

[erouswiwos b ¢ sied sabuassed 0} penssi sereid g

ajeiba|j0D AusiaAlun WY Sexal 1S9Mm

00'tv$

00't$

SOA 00'v$

paiabbeig

SOA

"uoljeodljdde [enu

laye Jeak yoes ioj 99} |lemaual aleid [e10ads 9

"99} [eMUl Op$ "1dep 81l "|OA € JO Jequisw payIed

Ag paumo xonuy by 10 Jeo sebusssed Joj penss) seje|d g

[e1adg J91ybByyaai4 1eajunjop

2994 Jus
-ase|day

994
lemauay
godg

994 994
‘Hay jenuuy ajeld seds

yiuow
uone.idx3

1ONS

aleid Hjeuag/uonduiosag







13

Administrative History

Chronology of the Vehicle Titles and
Registration Name Changes.

1917 - Highway Department (staff consisted of 10 employees and these performed
registration services.)

1921 - The Registration Division

1941 - The Certificate of Title Division (transferred to the Highway Department
from the Department of Public Safety.) '

October 1, 1945 - Motor Vehicle Division (merged Registration & Title Divisions)
July 1985 - Division of Motor Vehicles
September 1, 1991 - Division of Motor Vehicle Titles and Registration

October 1, 1993 - Vehicle Titles and Registration Division

Chief Clerks of the

Highway Department

June 4, 1917 - October 30, 1917 Vance Stockton
November 1, 1917 - December 31, 1917 W. V. Tadlock

January 1, 1918 - March 31, 1918 Vance Stockton

April 1, 1918 - February 15, 1925 J.F. Dupre

February 16, 1925 - September 21, 1925 George A. Cunningham
September 22, 1925 - February 15, 1926 Will Rancier
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Chief Clerks of the Highway Department, continued

February 16, 1926 - April 13, 1926 Leslie McKay
April 14, 1926 - March 31, 1927 Robert J. Eckhardt
April 1, 1927 - December 31, 1928 G. H. Lloyd
January 1, 1928 - September 30, 1945 Bessie Bergstrom

Director of Certificate of
Title Division

May 3, 1941 - September 30, 1945 John L. Green

Directors of the

Motor Vehicle Division,
Division of Motor Vehicles,
Division of Motor Vehicle Titles and
Registration, and
Vehicle Titles and
Registration Division

October 1, 1945 - February 28, 1953 E.J. Amey

March 1, 1953 - July 31, 1960 D. T. Harkrider

August 1, 1960 - September 30, 1986 R. W. Townsley
October 1, 1986 - February 4, 1992 Dian K. Neill

February 5, 1992 - April 9, 1992 Anthony J. Reda (Acting)
April 10, 1992 - present Jerry L. Dike
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APPENDIX

License Plate Production Information

The following information has been obtained from original contract specifications
and production schedules from the VTR files. Unfortunately gaps do appear in this
information, therefore, we suggest that you use this appendix in conjunction with
the information that appears in Chapter 11 for a comprehensive overview. Of
interesting note, included in the specifications for the production of license plates
by the prison system, detailed instructions on the packaging and shipping of license
plates were included. The following are two messages that appeared on paper inserts
which were used to separate individual pairs of plates. The particular inserts pictured
below appear to have come from a set of 1972 license plates.

SEE THE.

Each Sunday in October

% GUEST STARS |
% THRILLING INMATE CONTESTS
% PAGEANTRY

% QUADRILLES
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

PRISON RODEO!

A Message To

TEXAS MOTOR VEHICLE OWNERS

These license plates permit this vehicle to be drives on
the streets and highways of Texas.

It is only as safe as its condition and its driver.  Over
3,500 Texans died last year in meedless trafiic crashes.

In nearly half of ali fatal crashes - a DRINKING DRIVER

was involyed.

There is a0 need for this vehicle 1o be included 1n 1971
statistics. 1 is mot likely to be if it's drivers...
DRIVE FRIENDLY!
*
This message provided by the
GOVERNOR'S TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMITTEE

in co-operation with the

TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

License Plate Insert

SEE THE

" TEXAS
PRISON RODEO!

Each Sunday in October
% GUEST STARS
Y THRILLING INMATE CONTESTS
v PAGEANTRY
Yc QUADRILLES
HUNTSVILLE, TEXAS

LICENSE FEES are used to
BUILD
and

MAINTAIN HIGHWAYS
BETTER HIGHWAYS SAVE-
LIVES
TIME
MONEY
TEXAS HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
AUSTIN, TEXAS

License Plate Insert
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