
Application for 
 Water Well Drilling or Construction 

Machinery (Non-titled vehicle)

Submit the completed application to a Vehicle Titles and Registration Division (VTR) Regional Office, or to the Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles, Attn: VTR – Special Plates Branch, Austin, TX 78779-0001. If approved, this application will need to be submitted to your local 
county tax assessor-collector’s office in order to purchase the machinery plate. Submit the license plate fee to the county tax assessor-
collector.

This application is intended for vehicles that meet either water well drilling or construction machinery criteria:

Construction Machinery - Construction machinery must meet the following criteria in order to qualify for the $5.00 machinery license 
plate: It must be an unconventional machine that meets the definition listed in state law. State law defines "Construction machinery" as 
a vehicle that: 
w is used for construction 
w is built from the ground up 
w is NOT mounted or affixed to another vehicle such as a trailer 
w was originally and permanently designed as machinery 
w was not in any way originally designed to transport persons or property, and 
w does not carry a load, including fuel

IMPORTANT - Conventional vehicles with cranes, draglines, or other similar machinery attached must be registered with standard 
registration for the applicable trailer or vehicle.

Water Well Drilling Vehicle - Every truck or trailer, whether conventional or unconventional, which has attached machinery used 
exclusively for drilling water wells may qualify for a $5.00 machinery license plate.

Water Well Drilling Equipment - Prior to the approval of a Machinery license plate for any piece of mechanically qualified water well 
drilling equipment, THE OWNER MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF A CURRENT LICENSE FROM THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF 
LICENSING AND REGULATION.

IMPORTANT:  You must meet the eligibility requirements, sign the statement below, and include a current photograph of the vehicle 
with this application.  For assistance with this application, contact Special Plates Branch at (512) 374-5010.
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FORM VTR-77                   Online Form at www.TxDMV.gov

CHECK ONE:         Water Well Machinery    Construction Machinery

 PROVIDE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE AND ATTACH CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH OF THE VEHICLE:

 STATEMENT - State law makes falsifying information on this application a third-degree felony.
I certify that this vehicle is machinery used solely for the purpose of drilling water wells or construction machinery (not designed for the transportation 
of persons or property on the public highways).  I further state that this vehicle will be operated and equipped in conformity with all provisions of the 
law; and if not so operated and equipped, I understand that this vehicle will be subject to regular registration and penalties as prescribed by law.

Signature      
Date 

 APPLICANT INFORMATION - Type or print only

 VEHICLE DESCRIPTION

Last Name or Business First Name Texas County of ResidenceMiddle Initial

Day Phone

ZIP

E-mail (optional)

Address City State

Model

Body Style

MakeYear

Vehicle Identification Number  


Application for
 Water Well Drilling or Construction Machinery (Non-titled vehicle)
Submit the completed application to a Vehicle Titles and Registration Division (VTR) Regional Office, or to the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles, Attn: VTR – Special Plates Branch, Austin, TX 78779-0001. If approved, this application will need to be submitted to your local county tax assessor-collector’s office in order to purchase the machinery plate. Submit the license plate fee to the county tax assessor-collector.
This application is intended for vehicles that meet either water well drilling or construction machinery criteria:
Construction Machinery - Construction machinery must meet the following criteria in order to qualify for the $5.00 machinery license plate: It must be an unconventional machine that meets the definition listed in state law. State law defines "Construction machinery" as a vehicle that:
w is used for construction
w is built from the ground up
w is NOT mounted or affixed to another vehicle such as a trailer
w was originally and permanently designed as machinery
w was not in any way originally designed to transport persons or property, and
w does not carry a load, including fuel
IMPORTANT - Conventional vehicles with cranes, draglines, or other similar machinery attached must be registered with standard registration for the applicable trailer or vehicle.
Water Well Drilling Vehicle - Every truck or trailer, whether conventional or unconventional, which has attached machinery used exclusively for drilling water wells may qualify for a $5.00 machinery license plate.
Water Well Drilling Equipment - Prior to the approval of a Machinery license plate for any piece of mechanically qualified water well drilling equipment, THE OWNER MUST PROVIDE PROOF OF A CURRENT LICENSE FROM THE TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF LICENSING AND REGULATION.
IMPORTANT:  You must meet the eligibility requirements, sign the statement below, and include a current photograph of the vehicle with this application.  For assistance with this application, contact Special Plates Branch at (512) 374-5010.
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CHECK ONE:               
 Water Well Machinery               
 Construction Machinery
 PROVIDE A COMPLETE DESCRIPTION OF VEHICLE AND ATTACH CURRENT PHOTOGRAPH OF THE VEHICLE:
 STATEMENT - State law makes falsifying information on this application a third-degree felony.
I certify that this vehicle is machinery used solely for the purpose of drilling water wells or construction machinery (not designed for the transportation of persons or property on the public highways).  I further state that this vehicle will be operated and equipped in conformity with all provisions of the law; and if not so operated and equipped, I understand that this vehicle will be subject to regular registration and penalties as prescribed by law.
Signature 	    
Date 
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